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Dear Friends,
As I look back on this year, I’m filled with gratitude and determination. Gratitude for the 
incredible people who make Community Legal Services what it is and determination to keep 
fighting for justice in a world where it is still too often denied.

Every day, our clients face overwhelming challenges: poverty, discrimination, and systems 
that are stacked against them. And every day, our staff shows up with brilliance, creativity, and 
deep compassion. They fight hard and think boldly. They find solutions where others see dead 
ends. And they do it all with an unwavering focus on the people we serve. I am endlessly proud 
of them—of their skill, their heart, and the way they stand beside our clients through even the 
hardest moments.

Thanks to your support, our advocates have helped families stay in their homes; secured 
critical income, healthcare and benefits for people struggling to get by; and pushed for 
systemic changes that make our city fairer and more just. Your partnership makes this 
possible. You give us the strength and the stability to keep going, even when the road is steep.

As we head into CLS’s 60th anniversary year, the challenges we face are real and, at times, 
daunting. But so is our resolve. Together, with your trust, your generosity, and our shared 
belief that justice belongs to everyone, we will keep fighting.

Thank you for standing with us, for believing in our mission, and for giving hope to thousands 
of people each year.

With deep appreciation,

L E T T E R  F R O M  T H E  E X E C U T I V E  D I R E C T O R

Debby Freedman
EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR



Ms. Green’s parents, a former seamstress and a poultry dealer, block captain, veteran, and handyman, kept 
their doors open to loved ones. When aunties and uncles fell on hard times, they always had a place to 

go and a seat at the table for Sunday dinner. Even after she moved out and started her own family, Ms. Green’s 
friends would drop by to reminisce on the glorious days and nights they spent at “30th Street,” as the house 
was affectionately called.  

Eventually, Ms. Green moved back home to look after her mom and uncle after her dad and aunt passed away. 
She took care of her mom and did not leave mom’s side until mom passed away at 101 years old. 

As Ms. Green mourned the loss of her mother, she faced another formidable challenge: saving the beloved 
family home from foreclosure. 

In 2007, Ms. Green’s mother heard about a reverse mortgage program for seniors and took out a loan at the 
age of 85. The mother, grandmother, and great-grandmother assured her daughter that no matter what, “This is 
your house.” 

But years later, the mortgage was in default due to the death of the borrower. To make matters worse, Ms. Green 
received a letter saying that the Pennsylvania Department of Human Services was filing a $490,000 estate 
recovery claim for mom’s nursing care. 

With more than $200,000 in student loan debt from getting her master’s degree at age 60 and insufficient income 
from Social Security, she was not approved for a mortgage. The reverse mortgage company would not allow her 
to renew the reverse mortgage and told her that there was not enough equity in the home. Overwhelmed, Ann sat 
at the dining room table that once hosted Sunday dinners and wept.

When Ms. Green walked through CLS’s doors, she resolved to do everything she possibly could to carry out 
her mom’s desire. Deep inside, she feared it was already too late. Her CLS attorney acknowledged that hers 
would be a difficult case and then got to work on developing a legal strategy to keep Ms. Green in her home 
where she belonged. 

It took more than a year and a collaborative team effort, but in Ms. Green’s own words, “CLS was able to pull off 
a victory that I did not even believe was possible.”

CLS represented our client in the foreclosure case, helped her enroll in a debt relief plan for her student 
loans, and applied for a waiver on the estate recovery claim. In the meantime, Ms. Green returned to work as a 
substance abuse therapist at 65 years old. Following her mom’s example, she jumped in to help others amid her 
own storm, and her hard work paid off! 

As a result of our joint efforts, Ms. Green’s mountainous student loan debt was discharged, and PA DHS waived 
the entire estate recovery claim. With additional income, she successfully applied for a fair and affordable 
mortgage to pay off the reverse mortgage. She saved her home!

When Ms. Green first read her new deed, she became full of emotion and couldn’t sign it right away. That 
evening, she came home, collapsed into her mom’s favorite chair and said, “Mommy, it’s done. It’s finished.”

Ms. Green is certain that her home was saved so that it can continue to be a place of refuge for her family for 
years to come. With the threat of foreclosure behind her, Sunday dinner will be served once again! 

Growing up in the seventies, Ann Green felt like her home was a landmark  
in Strawberry Mansion. 

Saving Ms. Green’s Home
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CLS’s Impact by the Numbers
Since July 2023, CLS has helped 23,716 Philadelphians when they faced 

the threat of losing their homes, income, health care, and even their families. 

CLS’s outstanding legal representation helped clients access millions of dollars to 
keep their families afloat! 

$8.2M
in disability benefits

$5.2M
in SNAP, cash 

assistance, childcare, 
and other public 

benefits

$2.7M
in grants to help 

homeowners save their 
homes

$2.2M
in utility bill assistance

Over the past two years, we’ve helped:

12,256
Clients with  
Disabilities

9,979
Families with Kids

5,667
Seniors

2,132
Clients who Speak 34 

Languages

Your gift to CLS helps our clients get a fair chance to be  
heard and emerge stronger than before. Thank you for making  

our life-changing advocacy possible!

3,793
Number of homes 

preserved by 
preventing eviction  

and foreclosure

952
Number of criminal 

records sealed so that 
workers can access 

decent jobs

822
Number of families 

represented who were 
at risk of utility shutoff

648
Number of wills created 

to protect our clients’ 
family homes and 

generational wealth

!



But Marisa can’t experience the simple 
wonders of childhood very often. Born with 

a genetic condition that caused serious liver 
complications, Marisa has complex medical needs 
and will likely need a liver transplant. She came 
to CLS through our successful medical-legal 
partnership (MLP) at two Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia (CHOP) primary care sites. 

In 2023, when Marisa was only two years old, 
her mom Daniela had to stop working to care for 
her toddler around the clock. Daniela currently 
administers three medications seven times a day 
through a syringe, and the number of medications 
and frequency of doses keep increasing. Marisa 
also has severe feeding and sleep issues, 
intense itching from her medication, fatigue, and 
sensitivity to light and heat. As a result, finding 
childcare is impossible for Daniela. 

Although caring family members provided 
food and shelter, Daniela struggled to afford 
necessities like transportation to medical 
appointments and clothing that would not worsen 
Marisa’s itching. Recognizing that she could not 
return to work, Daniela applied for Supplemental 
Security Income (SSI), a disability benefit for 
children and adults, to make ends meet.  

When Marisa’s initial SSI application was denied, 
CLS was there to assist with her appeal. 

Our CHOP MLP attorney knew that it would be 
difficult to get Marisa approved for disability 
benefits, but he was up for the challenge. Our 
client had 4,000 pages of medical evidence, 
all illustrating the debilitating nature of her 

rare condition. Marisa’s disability causes 
developmental delays, frequent doctor visits, 
and many disruptions to her daily life. However, 
the Social Security disability standard for liver 
conditions is written such that only very specific 
test results will meet the standard, and Marisa’s 
medical records did not perfectly match up. 

Daniela understood that her appeal would not 
be an easy win, and she listened carefully as 
her attorney prepared her for what to expect at 
the hearing. Together, Daniela and her attorney 
documented Marisa’s daily struggles and made 
the case that her limitations are functionally 
equivalent to the disability standard. Daniela did 
a phenomenal job advocating for Marisa before 
Social Security’s administrative law judge (ALJ). 

With Daniela’s compelling testimony and CLS’s 
legal expertise fighting on Marisa’s behalf, we won 
the case! The ALJ issued a fully favorable decision 
and awarded $17,588 in retroactive benefits. In 
fact, he thanked Daniela for her very thorough 
testimony and acknowledged that medical 
evidence doesn’t always paint the full picture. 

Thanks to CLS’s fierce advocacy, Daniela has 
funds available to care for her little girl and ensure 
that Marisa has the best quality of life possible!  

A Joyful Childhood for Marisa

Marisa’s list of her favorite things is a mile long and ever-growing! She loves coloring, 
drawing, and reading books with her mom... baby dolls, bubbles, and unicorns, too... and 
please don’t forget Bluey and Peppa Pig. At four years old, Marisa is making a big splash 
in her corner of the world.
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$17,588 in retroactive 
benefits for our client, 
4 year old Marisa



RAISING OUR VOICE:  
IT’S A PHILLY THING
As proud Philadelphians, CLS speaks up when our neighbors are not 
being treated fairly. Our strategic use of the media delivers important 
information to communities, gives clients an opportunity to speak their 
truth, and brings attention to critical issues. 

W H E R E  Y O U  S A W  U S
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NEW YORK TIMES

How Philadelphia 
Kept Thousands  
of Tenants from  
Being Evicted

PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

‘That pressure is 
being released now’: 
A newly expanded law 
is helping people seal 
their felony records 

PENNLIVE

Pennsylvania families 
need protection from 
scammers targeting 
people on food 
stamps OPINION

https://www.nytimes.com/2023/07/13/headway/philadelphia-tenants-eviction.html
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/pennsylvania-clean-slate-law-2024-20240216.html
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2025/02/pennsylvania-families-need-protection-from-scammers-targeting-people-on-food-stamps-opinion.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/07/13/headway/philadelphia-tenants-eviction.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/07/13/headway/philadelphia-tenants-eviction.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/07/13/headway/philadelphia-tenants-eviction.html
https://www.nytimes.com/2023/07/13/headway/philadelphia-tenants-eviction.html
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/pennsylvania-clean-slate-law-2024-20240216.html
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/pennsylvania-clean-slate-law-2024-20240216.html
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/pennsylvania-clean-slate-law-2024-20240216.html
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/pennsylvania-clean-slate-law-2024-20240216.html
https://www.inquirer.com/news/philadelphia/pennsylvania-clean-slate-law-2024-20240216.html
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2025/02/pennsylvania-families-need-protection-from-scammers-targeting-people-on-food-stamps-opinion.html
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2025/02/pennsylvania-families-need-protection-from-scammers-targeting-people-on-food-stamps-opinion.html
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2025/02/pennsylvania-families-need-protection-from-scammers-targeting-people-on-food-stamps-opinion.html
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2025/02/pennsylvania-families-need-protection-from-scammers-targeting-people-on-food-stamps-opinion.html
https://www.pennlive.com/opinion/2025/02/pennsylvania-families-need-protection-from-scammers-targeting-people-on-food-stamps-opinion.html


Lanique Roberts, Esq. 
Chair, 2026
COHEN SEGLIAS 

Damali K. Martin, Esq. 
Vice Chair, 2026
COZEN O’CONNOR 

Mark Suter, Esq. 
Immediate-Past Chair, 2025
FEDERAL EMPLOYEE 

Thomas J. Miller, Esq. 
Past Chair, 2024
DECHERT LLP 

M E M B E R S 
Olutola “Joyce” Adelugba, Esq. 
RICCI TYRRELL JOHNSON & 
GREY, PLLC

Shahirah Brown, Esq. 
SCHOOL DISTRICT OF 
PHILADELPHIA 

William H. Fedullo, Esq. 
BERGER MONTAGUE 

Serena S. Gopal, Esq. 
BLANK ROME 

Courtney Gorman 
Martha Hanna, Esq. 
CAMPBELL SOUP COMPANY 

Jordan L. Howell, Esq. 
SALTZ MONGELUZZI BENDESKY 

Anna Z. Kastenberg, Esq. 
BALLARD SPAHR 

Julia McGrath, Esq. 
BERGER MONTAGUE 

Dominic R. Mussoline, Esq. 
RAYNES & LAWN 

Cameron Redfern, Esq. 
STRADLEY RONON 

Jesse Stricof, Esq. 
KIRKLAND & ELLIS 

Zachary Winkler, Esq. 
FARUQI & FARUQI 

Catherine Yun, Esq. 
COZEN O’CONNOR 

Justice Rising Advocates  
Executive Committee 2024 & 2025

Justice Rising Advocates (JRA) is a group of young professionals that fight for justice 
alongside CLS and educate the legal community about the importance of our work.  
We are so grateful for JRA’s support!
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Our JRA Executive Committee was “all hands in” at our Annual Fall Refresh. 



Celebrating Champions 

Every spring, CLS’s distinguished Leadership Council runs the Bar Campaign and 
celebrates justice at the Breakfast of Champions. The Philadelphia Trial Lawyers 
Association has generously sponsored the Breakfast since 1994, and we celebrated 
the 35th anniversary of the Bar Campaign in 2024. With the support of 142 dedicated 
Philadelphia law firms, CLS presented the Equal Justice Awards to champions who 
demonstrate an exceptional commitment to CLS’s mission.

2 0 2 4  E Q U A L  J U S T I C E  A W A R D  R E C I P I E N T S

Councilmember Katherine 
Gilmore Richardson

Dacil Keo
Former CLS paralegal

Saltz Mongeluzzi Bendesky
Accepted by Larry E. Bendesky, Esq.

KEYNOTE 
SPEAKER: 
Mayor Cherelle 
L. Parker

2 0 2 5  C H A M P I O N S  O F  J U S T I C E

Governor Josh Shapiro Feldman Shepherd Wohlgelernter 
Tanner Weinstock Dodig LLP
Accepted by Alan M. Feldman, Esq. & 
Mark W. Tanner, Esq.

Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network
Accepted by Meredith Rapkin, Esq. & 
Regina M. Foley, Esq.

2 0 2 5  E Q U A L  
J U S T I C E  A W A R D  
R E C I P I E N T
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Co-Chairs 

Melanie J. Foreman, Esq. 
MARSHALL DENNEHEY, P.C. 

James P. Goslee, Esq. 
COHEN, PLACITELLA & ROTH, 
P.C. 

Members 

Ryan T. Becker, Esq. 
FOX ROTHSCHILD LLP 

Larry E. Bendesky, Esq. 
SALTZ MONGELUZZI BENDESKY 

Andrea J. Burns, Esq. 
POND LEHOCKY GIORDANO, 
LLP 

Edward F. Chacker, Esq. 
GAY CHACKER & GINSBURG 

Jennifer Segal Coatsworth, 
Esq. 
MARGOLIS EDELSTEIN 

Caitlin G. Coslett, Esq. 
BERGER MONTAGUE  

J.B. Dilsheimer, Esq. 
STAMPONE O’BRIEN 
DILSHEIMER HOLLOWAY 

Sarah F. Dooley, Esq. 
FULGINITI LAW 

Aaron L. Dunbar, Esq. 
KLINE & SPECTER, PC 

Alan M. Feldman, Esq. 
FELDMAN SHEPHERD 
WOHLGELERNTER TANNER 
WEINSTOCK & DODIG LLP 

Nancy J. Gellman, Esq. 
William T. Hangley, Esq. 
HANGLEY ARONCHICK SEGAL 
PUDLIN & SCHILLER 

Jordan Howell, Esq. 
SALTZ MONGELUZZI BENDESKY 

John P. Lavelle, Jr., Esq. 
MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS 
LLP 

Jason A. Leckerman, Esq. 
BALLARD SPAHR LLP 

Roberta D. Liebenberg, Esq. 
FINE, KAPLAN, & BLACK RPC 

Paola Pearson, Esq. 
ANAPOL WEISS 

John M. Pinto, Esq. 
VSCP LAW 

Barbara T. Sicalides, Esq. 
TROUTMAN PEPPER 

Wayne C. Stansfield, Esq. 
REED SMITH LLP 

Dennis R. Suplee, Esq. 
WELSH & RECKER, P.C. 

Joseph A. Tate, Esq. 
DECHERT LLP 

Mark Taticchi, Esq. 
FAEGRE DRINKER BIDDLE & 
REATH LLP 

David J. Wolfsohn, Esq. 
DUANE MORRIS LLP 

Bar Campaign  
Honor Roll of Donors 
2024 & 2025 
ADR Options, Inc. 
Anapol Weiss 
Archer & Greiner, P.C. 
Aversa & Linn, P.C. 
Baldante & Rubenstein P.C. 
Ballard Spahr LLP 
Barrack, Rodos & Bacine 
The Beasley Firm, LLC 
Beckman & Marion 
Bennett, Bricklin, & Saltzburg, 
LLP 
Bensley Law Offices, LLC 
Berger Montague 
Blank Rome LLP 
Bochetto & Lentz, P.C. 
Boni, Zack & Snyder LLC 
Braveman Law 
Brotman Law 

Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC
Chermol & Fishman LLC 
Chimicles Schwartz Kriner & 
Donaldson-Smith LLP 
Law Offices of Robert P. Cocco, 
P.C.  
Cohen, Placitella & Roth, P.C. 
Cohn & Associates 
Comcast NBCUniversal 
Console Mattiacci Law, LLC 
Coren & Ress, P.C. 
Cozen O’Connor 
Dashevsky, Horwitz, Kuhn, 
Novello & Shorr, P.C. 
Dechert LLP 
DePasquale Law Offices 
Dilworth Paxson LLP 
DLA Piper LLP 
Donovan Litigation Group, LLC 
Duane Morris LLP 
The Duffy Firm 
Eckert Seamans Cherin & 
Mellott, LLC 
Eisenberg, Rothweiler, Winkler, 
Eisenberg & Jeck, P.C. 
Emmanuel Law Firm 
Faegre Drinker Biddle & Reath 
LLP 
Faruqi & Faruqi, LLP 
Feldman Shepherd 
Wohlgelernter Tanner Weinstock 
Dodig LLP 
Ferrara & Gable LLC 
Fine Staud and Levy, LLC 
Fine, Kaplan and Black, R.P.C. 
Flitter Milz, P.C. 
Fox Rothschild LLP 
Francis Mailman Soumilas, P.C. 
Fulginiti Law 
Gay Chacker & Ginsburg 
The Gold Law Firm, P.C. 
Goodwin Procter 

Leadership Council  2024 & 2025
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Alice G. Gosfield & Associates, 
PC 
Grant & Eisenhofer 
Law Offices of Judy Greenwood, 
P.C. 
Gross & Kenny, LLP 
Haggerty, Goldberg, Schleifer & 
Kupersmith, P.C. 
Hangley Aronchick Segal Pudlin 
& Schiller 
Steve Harvey Law LLC 
Law Office of Rhonda Hill Wilson, 
P.C. 
Hofstein Weiner & Meyer, P.C. 
Hogan Lovells 
Holland & Knight 
Horn Williamson, LLC 
Independence Foundation 
Josel & Feenane, P.C. 
JustLaws 
Kiernan Trebach LLP 
Klehr Harrison Harvey Branzburg 
LLP 
Kleinbard LLC 
Kline & Specter, PC 
Kolsby, Gordon, Robin & Shore 
Kovler & Rush, P.C. 
Donald A. Krain, P.C. 
Krasno, Krasno & Onwudinjo 
The Lacy Employment Law Firm 
LLC 
Langer Grogan & Diver P.C. 
Stuart Leon Bicycle Crash Law 
Law Office of Michael LiPuma 
Liss & Marion, P.C. 
Lundy Law 
Margolis Edelstein 
Markowitz & Richman 
Marshall Dennehey, P.C. 
Martin Law 

McCann, Dillon, Jaffe & Lamb, 
LLC 
McCarter & English, LLP 
McCormick & Priore, P.C. 
Messa & Associates, P.C. 
Mezrow Law, LLC 
Montgomery McCracken Walker 
& Rhoads LLP 
The Law Offices of Thomas More 
Holland 
Morgan & Morgan 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP 
Murphy Law Group 
Murray, Stone & Wilson, PLLC 
Nochumson P.C. 
Obermayer Rebmann Maxwell & 
Hippel LLP 
Ostroff Godshall Injury and 
Accident Lawyers 
Outten & Golden LLP 
Pearson Koutcher Law 
Philadelphia Bar Foundation 
Philadelphia Trial Lawyers 
Association 
Pinnola & Bomstein 
Pond Lehocky Giordano LLP 
Post & Schell, P.C. 
Raynes & Lawn 
Ross Feller Casey, LLP 
Royer Cooper Cohen Braunfeld 
LLC 
Salmon, Ricchezza, Singer & 
Turchi LLP 
Saltz Mongeluzzi Bendesky 
Seeger Weiss LLP 
Shaffer and Gaier 
Sherman, Silverstein, Kohl, Rose 
& Podolsky, P.A. 
Sidkoff, Pincus & Green, P.C. 
Law Offices of Daniel J. Siegel, 
LLC 

Smith Mirabella Blake, LLC 
Solomon, Sherman, Gabay, 
Briskin & Sherman 
Spector, Roseman & Kodroff, PC 
Sprague Law, LLC 
Stampone O’Brien Dilsheimer 
Holloway 
Stapleton Segal Cochran LLC 
Stevens & Lee 
Stradley Ronon Stevens & 
Young, LLP 
Strokovsky LLC 
Swartz Campbell LLC 
Swartz Culleton PC 
Tactix Real Estate Advisors 
Troutman Pepper 
Tucker Law Group 
The Victims’ Recovery Law 
Center 
Victory Disability 
The Villari Firm, PLLC 
VSCP LAW 
Wapner Newman 
Weber Gallagher Simpson 
Stapleton Fires & Newby LLP 
Weir LLP 
Welsh & Recker, PC 
White and Williams LLP 
Willig, Williams & Davidson 
Winebrake & Santillo, LLC 
Youman & Caputo, LLC 
The Law Office Of Jared S. 
Zafran LLC 
Zavodnick & Lasky Personal 
Injury Lawyers 

Honor Roll of Donors  2024 & 2025 (CONTINUED) 
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Annual Donors  July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2025

Donors Make Justice Possible

Deirdre Aaron, Esq. 
Irv Ackelsberg, Esq. 
Lorena E. Ahumada, Esq. 
Albert Glickman Family 
Foundation 
Robin K. Alderfer 
The Honorable Jacqueline F. 
Allen 
Amiram and Jennifer Eden 
Michael Anderson 
Patrina Anderson 
Mr. George Audi 
Barbara J. Auerbach 
Suzanne Landau and Rob Auritt 
Daniel Austin and Ellen Brotman 
Mason C. Austin 
Regina Austin, Esq. 
Rahat N. Babar, Esq. and Chi-Ser 
Tran, Esq. 
Ahmed Bahgat 
Sheila Ballen 
Jeffrey Barg and Laura Boyce 
Ms. Amelia Barnes 
Emily Barnett 
Charles Barscz, Jr. 
Eleonora Bartoli, Ph.D. 
Elisabeth and Stuart Bass 
Malcolm Bates 
The Bay Foundation 
Bazelon Less & Feldman, P.C. 
Lawrence J. Beaser and Shelly 
Beaser 
Marilyn Becker 
David Beckmann 
Jason Beiger 

Ronald W. Belfon, Esq. 
Alan Beller and Stephanie Neville 
Peter Beller 
Larry E. Bendesky, Esq. and Ms. 
Lori E. Bendesky 
Katie Beran 
Rachel Berger and Josh Frankel 
Greg Bergman and Serena Gopal 
Ms. Kathleen Bergman 
Judy F. Berkman, Esq. 
Toni Seidl and Richard L. Berkman 
The Honorable Linda M. Bernstein 
and The Honorable Mark I. 
Bernstein 
Philip A. Bertocci, Esq. 
Hillary Blecker 
Michael A. Bloom, Esq. 
Ms. Marcia Bloomfield 
Michael S. Blume, Esq. 
Ms. Dorel Shanon and Mr. Stuart 
Bogom 

Laurel Boman 
Boscia Family Foundation 
The Boston Consulting Group, Inc 
Ms. Dorothy Boykin 
Barbara F. Boyle 
Arlene Brackett 
Doris Braendel 
Laura Bricklin 
John D. Brinkmann, Esq. and Gail 
M. Brinkmann 
Anna Brinley 
Benjamin Bristol-Evans 
Ms. Kym Brock 
Doris and James Brogan 
Lorray Brown, Esq. 
Stephen and Susan Brown 
Valentine A. Brown, Esq. and 
James Kennedy 
Ms. Sharon Browning 
Elizabeth Bruss 

CLS attorneys Chi-Ser Tran and Mark Maher tabled at Asian Americans 
United’s 30th Mid-Autumn Festival in Chinatown. We love to meet new 
clients and community partners in their own neighborhoods.
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Buffalo Exchange 
Reverend Valeria C. Bullock 
Tara Burns 
Leonard A. Busby, Esq. 
David Bushnell and Kimberly 
Pelkey 
Ms. Sandra L. Cadwalader 
Ms. Rive Cadwallader 
Michael Campbell 
Michael J. Campbell and Dr. 
Theresa Welsh 
Dr. Joseph N. Cappella and Mrs. 
Elena A. Cappella 
Dr. Peter Cappelli 
Catherine C. Carr, Esq. and Louis 
N. Tannen 
Charles B. Casper, Esq. and Dr. 
Brenda B. Casper 
Professor Fernando Chang-Muy 
and Leonard Rieser, Esq. 
Celia Chen and Brian Hall 
Lori Chinitz 
Katharyn I. Christian Voit, Esq. 
Chubb Charitable Foundation 
Professor Roger S. Clark and 
Professor Amelia Boss 
Terri Clark 
Theodore Clattenburg, Jr. 
Mr. Libardo Clavijo 
Beth Cleary 
Winston and Elizabeth Clement 
Gary Clinton and Don Millinger 
Brittany and Luke Coady 
Keith and Marianne Coady 
Jennifer S. Coatsworth, Esq. 
Elizabeth Coe 
Paul Coghlan, Esq. 
Jane L. Coleman, M.D. 
Ms. Jenna Collins and Mr. Gabriel 
Mandujano 
Matthew and Maxine Comisky 
Common Paper Inc. 

Cheryl A. Cook and Barbara Spitz 
Gordon and Gretchen Cooney 
Ms. Donna Cooper 
Diana P. Cortes, Esq. 
Coscia Moos 
Caitlin Coslett and Liz Kukura 
Steve Courtney 
Cramer Family Foundation 
Kathleen Creamer Klemm, Esq. 
and Thomas Klemm 
The Cressida Fund 
Mr. Steve Critelli 
Caroline Cruz, Esq. 
Linda Cruz 
Kathy Cubit 
Tina M. Cundari, Esq. 
Susan Daley 
Diane and Theodore Danoff 
Sarah T. Darrow 
David Family Foundation 
Nancy and Richard Davis 
Susan and Arthur Davis 
William A. Davis 
Paul De Angelis and Elisabeth 
Kaestner 
Scott Deans 
Maron Deering and Sandra 
Mayson 

Vince DeMarco 
Michael Bomstein, Esq. and 
Marge DeMarteleire, Esq. 
Jenni Desnouee 
Christine A. and Gerard A. Dever 
Patrick Devine and Suzie Welsh 
Harriet Dichter, Esq. and John H. 
Schapiro, Esq. 
Mark S. Dichter, Esq. and Ms. 
Tobey G. Dichter 
Sharon M. Dietrich, Esq. 
Bethanie Dillon 
Ned Diver, Esq. and Ms. Kelly 
Davis 
John C. Dodds, Esq. and Tamra 
Dodds 
Tom Dolgenes and Sara Ricks 
Michael Donahue and Virginia 
Lesso 
Diana S. Donaldson, Esq. and Mr. 
Stuart C. Donaldson 
George Donnelly, Esq. 
Máire Ellen Donovan, Esq. and 
Joseph D’Angelo 
David Dormont, Esq. and 
Johanna Berger 
Ms. Nancy A. Drye 
Thomas J. Duffy, Esq. 
Mr. Michael Duley 

CLS’s Family Advocacy Unit surprised technical assistant Debbie Holden, 
who has been the heart and soul of the FAU for decades. Everyone wore 
T-shirts that say, “If at first you don’t succeed, try doing what Debbie told 
you to do the first time.” We’re grateful to Debbie for all she does to reunite 
families! 

Annual Donors  July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2025 (CONTINUED) 
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Ms. Julie Dunlap 
Jeanmarie Dunn-Kane 
Ben Eastman 
Caroline Ebby and Robert L. 
Ebby, Esq. 
Avi Eden and Emmy Miller 
Bonnie W. Eisenfeld 
Lisa Ellis 
Peter Ennis 
James D. Epstein, Esq. and Mr. 
Thomas Hess 
Mr. William H. Ewing 
Mr. David Fair 
James P. Faunes, Esq. 
Jennifer L. Feden, Esq. 
Rochelle M. Fedullo, Esq. 
William H. Fedullo, Esq. and Lila 
Goldenberg 
Helen Feinberg, Esq. and Michael 
Feinberg 
Alan M. Feldman, Esq. and Ms. 
Maureen Pelta 
Mr. Stephen A. Feldman and Ms. 
Eileen Rudnick 
Barbara Felicetti 
Marc A. Feller, Esq. and Mrs. 
Laura Feller 
Daniel Fife, MD and Elizabeth B. 
Rappaport, MD 
Omeed Firouzi and Erin Agnew 
Jonathan Fitch 
Cary and Nancy Flitter 
Ethan D. Fogel, Esq. and Sari N. 
Fogel, M.D. 
Regina Foley and Eric Tatlonghari
Benjamin Folkman 
Melanie J. Foreman, Esq. and 
Andrew Miller 
Charles F. Forer, Esq. 
Ms. Jaime-Alexis Fowler and Mr. 
Adam Borelli 
Stephen M. Foxman, Esq. 
The Honorable Eric L. Frank and 
Bella Schnall, Esq. 

Richard H. Frankel, Esq. and Ms. 
Jennifer Couzin Frankel 
Mr. Bruce Franzel and Mrs. 
Barbara Franzel 
Kenneth C. Frazier, Esq. and Ms. 
Andréa W. Frazier 
Professor Ann E. Freedman and 
Rand Rosenblatt 
Sheba Freedman 
Deborah L. Freedman, Esq. 
The Freiheit Family 
Carl H. Fridy, Esq. 
Arthur Fritzinger 
Michael Froehlich and Susanna 
Gilbertson 
Isla Ann Fruchter, Esq. and Jules 
M. Epstein, Esq. 
Brett Fusco 
The Honorable Abraham J. Gafni 
Ms. Diane Galeone 
Deanna Galer 
Gellman Family Foundation 
Nancy J. Gellman, Esq. 
Natalie Georges 
Hilary Gerson 
William E. Gibbons, Esq. 
Terry Gimmellie and Brooks Hull 
The Estate of Helen Gindele 
Ms. Ashley Gindle 
Janet F. Ginzberg and John P. 
Caskey 
Ms. Olushola Giwa 

Dr. Rachel Glade 
Eva Gladstein and Ben 
Burenstein 
Ahaviah D. Glaser, Esq. 
Glen Price Group 
Professors Theresa Glennon and 
Jeffrey Dunoff 
Stephen F. Gold, Esq. and Dr. 
Barbara Gold 
Stephen H. Gold, Esq. 
Mr. Ross O. Goldberg 
Julie S. Goldemberg, Esq. 
Ms. Anne Golden 
Scott Goldin 
Dr. Jeremiah Goldstein and Ms. 
Varley S. Paul 
Noah Goldstein 
Janet Goldwater 
Sanjuanita Gonzalez, Esq. and 
The Honorable Nitza I. Quinones 
Alejandro 
Elizabeth C. Goodell, Esq. and 
Janet Scannell 
Harold I. Goodman, Esq. 
Alexis Gopal M.D. 
Dr. Sireen Gopal 
Ms. Ruthanne Gordon and Mr. 
John C. Burroughs 
Ms. Courtney Gorman 
Robert and Caryl Gorman 
Sharon Gornstein, Esq. and Mr. 
Jeff Gelles 

Thank you with all my heart! You have no idea the 
embarrassment that I’ve had to go through in the past. 
The thought of having to explain [my criminal record] 
to a potential employer would just knock the wind 
right out of my sails. Thanks to you and your team, the 
weight has lifted off me.  —CLS Client

Annual Donors  July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2025 (CONTINUED) 

13COMMUNITY LEGAL SERVICES OF PHILADELPHIA



14 FY24 & FY25 IMPACT REPORT

Since 1966, CLS has led the way in Philadelphia-based civil legal aid 
and has been a model for legal services nationwide. For 60 years, 
CLS’s cutting-edge advocacy and life-changing legal representation 
has helped countless families access justice, and we are not slowing 
down! As we look back on the incredible moments that have shaped 
who we are, we feel such gratitude to have you in our corner. Thank 
you for standing with us in the fight for justice!
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Gary and Janice Gottesfeld 
Lydia Gottesfeld, Esq. and Jacob 
Eden, Esq. 
George Gould and Diane 
Gallagher 
Gould, Yaffe & Golden 
Jeremy Gradwohl 
John and Patricia Graham 
Ms. Marita Green 
Paulette Greenwell 
Greg Gregson 
Mr. Christian Guadalupe 
Adrianne Gunter 
Steven A. Haber 
Joan E. Halbert 
Lauren Hallden-Abberton 
David Handelman 
John R. Hanger, Esq. and Dr. 
Luanne E. Thorndyke 
Margaret Hanna 
Martha Hanna 
Warren Martin Harrell, Esq. 
Judith E. Harris, Esq. 
Judith and Palmer Hartl 
Molly Hartman 
Benjamin Z. Hartung, Esq. 
Edmund L. Harvey, Jr., Esq. 

Ms. Katherine Knox Hastings and 
Mr. Rad Hastings 
Dr. Bruce P. Hayes and Ms. Pat 
Keating 
Ms. Leslie A. Hayes and Mr. 
Norman Gross 
Louise E. Hayes, Esq. 
Mr. Robert C. Heim and Ms. 
Eileen Heim 
Keith Heinold 
Charlotte Heller 
Jean C. Hemphill, Esq. and 
Robert K. Warner 
Margaret Henn, Esq. 
Steven P. Hershey, Esq. 
Mr. Jonathan Hessney 
Nadia Hewka, Esq. 
Ms. Jessica R. Hilburn-Holmes 
and Mr. Brian Hilburn 
Dolores Hillas 
Amy E. Hirsch, Esq. and Jessica 
Robbins 
Ms. Alison E. Hirschel and Mr. 
Gene Burns 
Kathleen and Andrew Hohenadel 
Thomas More Holland, Esq. 
Ellen Hollin 
John F. Horstmann, Esq. and Dr. 
Helen Horstmann 

Jordan and Rachael Howell 
Mary P. Hugues, Esq. 
Ashley Humienny 
Leslie M. Hurtig and Thomas B. 
Ginsburg 
Mary and Howard Hurtig 
Holleh D. Husseinzadeh, M.D. 
Rita Huybrechts and Glen Price 
Kathryn Kolbert, Esq., and Joann 
M. Hyle, Esq. 
Ms. Francesca A. Iacovangelo 
The Ivywood Foundation 
Christopher and Meredith Iwane 
Angelina Izzard 
Dr. Andrew Jackson and Dr. 
Michael Lovelock 
Sara Jacobson and Mary 
Catherine Roper 
Dr. Joan Bybee and Dr. Ira Jaffe 
Sara Jaffee 
John Jamieson, Jr., Esq. and 
Dariel I. Jamieson 
Lori Jardines 
Kathryn and Brad Jaskolski 
Jason W. Rubin and Melissa H. 
Rubin 
Zachary and Hilary Jefferson 
Jeffrey Meyers and Joann M. 
Bruno 
Jewish Communal Fund 
Carlton L. Johnson, Esq. 
Darrien Johnson 
Frank Johnson 
Connie and Peter Johnson 
William H. Johnson 
Ernest E. Jones and Rae Scott-
Jones 
Steve Jones 
Jordan and Renee Gushurst 
Carol E. Juza 
Yael and David Zvi Kalman 
Richard and Kae Kalwaic 

CLS’s Energy Unit held a successful utility clinic with our community partner 
SEAMAAC in South Philly! We helped families to access affordable payment 
plans, so that they can keep their homes comfortable year-round. Our clinic 
model also ensures that we can reach clients who cannot come to us during 
business hours or who do not speak English. 

Annual Donors  July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2025 (CONTINUED) 
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Anna Z. Kastenberg and Jesse 
Stricof 
Tigraw Kastenberg 
Edda B. Katz 
Sarah Katz 
Mr. Daniel Katzenberg and Ms. 
Paula R. Barvin 
Saly Kay and Soriya Thach 
Andrew Kelser, Esq. 
Linda Kennedy 
Temple Law Students 
Danielle and Dan Khordi 
Martha Kienzle 
Barry D. Kleban, Esq. 
Deborah Gordon Klehr, Esq. and 
Mr. Zachary Klehr 
Alan F. Klein, Esq. 
Marlene E. Kline, Esq. and Mr. 
Robert Yablon 
Sarah Kloss and Hari Palaiyanur 
Eve Biskind Klothen and Kenneth 
L. Klothen 
Valerie Koscelnik 
David Kraut, Esq. and Marilyn K. 
Kraut 
Ellie, Franz, and Noor Kreidie 
Seth F. Kreimer, Esq. and Rabbi 
Nancy Fuchs-Kreimer 
Muriel B. Kudera 
Stuart B. Kurtz, Esq. and Deborah 
R. Gross, Esq. 
Beth Labush 
Erin Lamb, Esq. 
Olivia Lanctot 
Henry I. Langsam, Esq. 
Winnie Lanoix and David 
Kannerstein 
Elizabeth Larin and Steven Larin 
Robert J. LaRocca, Esq. and 
Leslie S. LaRocca 
John P. Lavelle, Jr., Esq. and 
Colleen F. Coonelly, Esq. 
Mary and Lance Laver 
Laurence M. Lavin, Esq. 

Jason A. Leckerman, Esq. and 
Professor Jean K. Sbarge 
Jennifer Lederer 
Jesse M. Lee 
The Honorable Benjamin Lerner, 
Ret. 
Miriam Lerner 
Ms. Nicole Levy 
Ms. Eva Lew 
The Honorable Kathryn S. Lewis 
Mr. Edan Lichtenstein 
Theodore M. Lieverman 
Susan M. Lin, Esq. 
Linda Ware-Johnson, Esq. and 
Jerry C. Johnson 
Karen and Brad Lindell 
Mr. Michael David LiPuma and 
Ms. Alexandra Morigi 
Lockheed Martin Employees’ 
Political Action Committee 
Ms. Denise Long 
Gail K. Lopez-Henriquez, Esq. 
Jody López-Jacobs 
Mary Anne Lucey and Patricia 
Warner 

Brendan P. Lynch, Esq. 
Nancy Lynch 
Christine and James MacDonald 
Kevin Maginnis 
Kathleen Maher 
David Mandell and Jamie Kudera 
Joseph G. Maniaci and Carol W. 
Maniaci 
Mr. Derek Mansen 
Marc J. Zucker and Karen E. 
Zucker 
Mr. Aaron Marcus 
Katherine Lane Margo, M.D. and 
Geoffrey Myles Margo, M.D. 
Lynn A. Marks and Clifford 
Pearlman 
Brenda L. Marrero, Esq. 
Allan K. Marshall, Esq. 
John Mastrobattista 
Annette and Anthony Mattei 
Trapeta Mayson 
Dorothy and Robert McCabe 
Jean McCray 
William J. McDevitt, Esq. and 
Mrs. Mary McDevitt 

CLS’s Pam Walz, Rachel Gallegos, Ari Schoenburg, and Daryn Forgeron 
worked together to get our 99-year-old client back on SSI! Our client had a 
life insurance policy that put her over SSI’s low resource limits, and she lost 
access to the monthly income keeping her afloat. CLS helped her daughter 
take money out of the policy to pay for mom’s final arrangements and make 
necessary home repairs. 

After nearly 7 months of creative problem-solving and tireless advocacy, 
our legal team overcame burdensome red tape and restored our client’s 
access to SSI. Our client’s loving daughters can continue to take great care 
of their mom! 

Annual Donors  July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2025 (CONTINUED) 
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Maureen McDonald 
Mary McDow 
Mariele McGlazer 
Dorothy McGrath 
Julia McGrath 
The Honorable Gerald A. 
McHugh, Jr. and Maureen E. Tate 
The Honorable Patricia 
McInerney, (Ret.) 
Emilia McKee Vassallo 
McKenna Family Charitable Trust 
Lauren P. McKenna, Esq. and Mr. 
Damian R. Morabito 
Lorraine and William McKenna 
John S. McVeigh, Esq. 
Scott Measley 
Tenley Memering 
mark mendenhall 
Ms. Nancy Miller 
Thomas J. Miller, Esq. and Ms. 
Megan C. MacDonald 
The Leslie Miller and Richard 
Worley Foundation 
Mr. H. Laddie Montague, Jr. 
Jimmie Moore 
David Moos and Robin Canada 
John W. Morris, Esq. 
Laura M. Moskowitz, Esq. 
Eric P. Motylinski, Esq. 
Isabelle Mullen 
Francis Murray and Linda Aveni 
Murray 
John and Eleanor Myers 
Ms. Maryrose Myrtetus 
Jack and Barbara Nagel 
Velaine and David B. Nagy 
Rebecca Naimon 
Ned McCarthy Family Trust 
Benjamin R. Neilson, Esq. and 
Meta B. Neilson 
Arthur E. Newbold IV 
Gerda P. Newbold 
Michelle Nguyen, Esq. 

Tracy Nichols 
Miche Nickolaisen 
Christopher Nielsen 
Michael Nielsen 
Mark Nolan and Patti Mecca 
The November Fund 
Kathleen O’Brien 
Kevin O’Brien 
Maureen Olives, Esq. 
Margaret O’Neill 
Oppenheimer & Co, Inc. 
Nicholas E. Orlyk, Esq. 
Carol Orme-Johnson 
Alyson and Ryan Oswald 
Sara Owens 
Carl Oxholm III and Kimberly 
Oxholm 
Dr. Raymond Samuel Parker, III 
and Clara Parker 
Janet Parrish 
Ms. Patricia M. Patterson 
Robert and Cynthia Paul 
Dianne J. Pelullo 
Janet G. Perry and David 
Richman, Esq. 
Philadelphia Bar Association 
Ms. Rasheedah Phillips and Ms. 
Camae Ayewa 
Ms. Amy Pickard and Mr. Ramón 
Monrás-Sender 
Josie B. H. Pickens, Esq. 
Ralph and Cheryl Pinkus 
Jacob Polakoff, Esq. 

Elaynee Polentes 
Regina Olchowski and Ed Potter 
Maggie and Jon Potter 
Sharna Prasad 
Carol L. Press, Esq. and Mr. 
Edward G. Biester 
Mr. Andrew S. Price and Mrs. 
Leslie Price 
Sarah Price and Alexander Muir 
Carl S. Primavera, Esq. and Mrs. 
Christina L. Primavera 
Kathleen Princivalle 
Progressive Insurance 
Foundation 
Maria Pulzetti, Esq. 
Mr. John Pumphrey 
Michelle and Michael Quirk 
Kyle and Michael Rabkin 
Ms. Tanya Rambert 
John Ramsaur 
Andrea Ramunno 
Susanna Ratner, Esq. 
Cameron Redfern, Esq. 
Mr. Michael H. Reed and Mrs. 
Yalta Gilmore-Reed 
Abraham C. Reich, Esq. and 
Sherri Reich 
Ms. Judith Nichols Renzulli 
Katherine Reyes 
Sam and Nicole Rhoads 
Ms. Mary Richardson Graham 
and Patrick Richardson Graham 
Elaine and Brian Richardson 
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Thank you for taking the time out of your day to 
aid in my situation. I was getting physically sick just 

worrying about it, and as ALWAYS, the trust and faith 
I put in CLS was well worth it, and you gave me hope. I 
will continue to sing this office’s praise. And if you ever 
need me, please don’t hesitate to call. Thank you, thank 
you, thank you!!! —CLS Client



Estelle B. Richman 
Sara Beth Richman, Esq. and 
Andrew M. Richman, Esq. 
Meghan Rimelspach 
The Honorable Annette M. Rizzo 
and Mr. Brian Reidy 
Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation 
Dorothy E. Roberts, Esq. 
Lanique Roberts 
Ms. Jane Roh and Mr. Joseph 
Corrigan 
Joan and Jerry Roller 
Anne & Richard Rosenberg 
Lori J. Rosenkopf 
Brian Rosen-Shaud 
Claire Rosen-Shaud 
Harold Rosenthal, Esq. 
Jeffrey N. Rosenthal, Esq. and 
Kaitlin Michele Rosenthal, Esq. 
Dan and Anya Rosin 
Philip Rosoff 
Harry Roth and Lisa Heller 
Michael Rugnetta 
Professor Louis S. Rulli and 
Carolyn C. Rulli 
Patty and Richard Russo 
Colleen M. Ryan 

Mr. Will Sachse 
Daniel Safer, Ph.D. 
Marilynn Sager, Esq. 
Joseph Samuel 
Raymond Sanchez 
Sanders Foundation 
Ms. Annelieske Sanders 
Patricia B. Santelle, Esq. 
Sara Woods and William Enscore 
Juliet Sarkessian, Esq. 
Linda and Mark Schenker 
Dina Schlossberg, Esq. 
Jennifer Schneider 
Norman G. Schneider and Linda 
G. Kanefield 
Peter D. Schneider, Esq. and 
Professor Susan L. DeJarnatt 
David A. Scholl, Esq. and 
Autherine B. Smith, Esq. 
Gerrit Schulze 
William W. Schwarze, Esq. and 
Sharon C. Schwarze 
Daniel Scolnick, Esq. 
Michael T. Scott, Esq. and Robin 
Hauner 
The Honorable Michael E. Scullin 
and Ms. Patti Scullin 
Dveera Segal and Bradley Bridge 

Stefanie Seldin, Esq. and Alex 
Seldin 
Mr. Jonathan Sgro and Ms. 
Brooke E. Giles 
David Gershon Shapiro and 
Sandra Wintner 
Ms. Elizabeth Shapiro and Mr. 
Michael Torrey 
Joseph J. Shapiro 
Ms. Jane Sheehan 
Adam Sherr 
Suzanne and Frank Sherry 
Christine Shiffer 
Ms. Madeline Shikomba 
Barbara T. Sicalides, Esq. and 
Michael T. Bowen, Esq. 
Matthew Siegel 
Samuel W. Silver, Esq. 
Jack Simmons 
Sarah Singer Quast 
Kathryn T. Sipp 
Ms. Lili L. Smack 
Paula Smith Daniel 
Ms. Carole Smith and Ms. 
Marjorie McCann 
Erin Smith 
Thomas E. Smith and Nancy G. 
Smith 
Erica J. Smith-Klocek, Esq. and 
Mr. Kevin P. Klocek 
Jonathan Smollen 
Leah Snyder Batchis, Esq. and 
Wayne Batchis 
The Honorable Carl A. Solano 
and Mrs. Nancy M. Solano 
Beth Solomon 
Shelly A. Solomon, Esq. 
Henry and Beth Sommer 
Jeremy S. Spiegel, Esq. and Maia 
Jachimowicz 
Stephen St. Vincent 
Roberta L. Steele, Esq. 
Talia Stein 
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Emilia McKee Vasallo, Diana Cortes, Lydia Gottesfeld, and Reginald Streater 
celebrate at CLS’s Breakfast of Champions. 

19COMMUNITY LEGAL SERVICES OF PHILADELPHIA



John Stember, Esq. 
Mark S. Stewart, Esq. 
Staci Stills 
Candice and Matt Stinson 
Dr. Andrew M. Stone 
Mr. Seymour Stotland and Janet 
F. Stotland, Esq. 
Jennifer Straus 
Catherine T. Struve, Esq. 
Glen R. Stuart, Esq. 
Joseph A. Sullivan, Esq. 
Ms. Mary E. Summers and Mr. 
Rogers M. Smith 
Dennis R. Suplee and Patricia H. 
Suplee 
Thomas D. Sutton, Esq. and Dr. 
Andrea J. Casher 
Ms. Susan Tachau and Mr. Mark 
Anderson 
Joell Taggart 
Kimberly L. Takacs, Esq. 
Lilton Taliaferro, Esq. 
Meredith Tamminga and Daniel 
Singer 
Christopher Tate 
Joseph A. and Detta M. Tate 
Phyllis and Richard K. Taylor 
Ms. Judy Tecosky 
Michael L. Temin, Esq. 
Phillip Thomas 
Joel and Allison Thompson 
Carol Lee Thomson and Paul R. 
Wheeling 
Marisa Joy Tilghman and Eugene 
Yoshio Tilghman 
Eric A. Tilles and Joanne Settel 
Tilles 
Ms. Phaedra Tinder 
Margaret Todd 
David C. Toomey, Esq. 
Jenifer Trachtman 
Joseph Z. Traub, Esq. and Ms. 
Rachel K. Weiss 

Ms. Thais-Lyn Trayer and Mr. 
Mark Sacks 
Mr. Zachary Tripp 
Laura L. Trujillo, Esq. and 
Kenneth I. Trujillo, Esq. 
Dr. Walter Tsou 
Kitt Turner 
Umbrecht Family B Fund 
United Way of Metropolitan 
Chicago 
David Unkovic, Esq. and Ms. 
Cathleen C. Judge 
Paul M. Uyehara, Esq. and Mary 
P. Yee 
Elizabeth Vandenberg 
Ellen Josephson Vargyas, Esq. 
Angela L. Velez 
Ms. Judith Veloski 
Jo-Ann Verrier and Mark 
McGuire 
Douglas Voet 
Jamie Gullen, Esq. and Nate 
Vogel, Esq. 
Dr. Jennifer K. Walter and Dr. Rafi 
Rom 
Jonathan Walters and Terry 
Fromson 
Myra and Donald Walz 
Laurien Ward 
Samantha Weber 
Nancy Weinman, Esq. 
Alissa Weiss 
Dr. Abigail Wolf and Jonathan A. 
Weiss 
Susan Wertheimer and 
Alexander J. David 
Emily Wheeling 
Jeffery W. Whitt, Esq. 
Rebecca Wiesner 
Stuart Wilder and Beth L. Snyder 
Constance Hess Williams 
Ellen Wilson and Dr. Fredric V. 
Price 

Nia M. Wilson, Esq. 
Peter Winebrake, Esq. 
Zachary Winkler 
Sarah Winters, M.D. 
Mr. Carl Witonsky 
Allaire Wohlgemuth 
Ms. Caroline Wong 
Roy Yaffe, Esq. 
Mr. Benjamin Yahalomi 
Carrie Young and Arun 
Prabhakaran 
Catherine Yun and John Lee 
Carolyn Moran Zack, Esq. 
Vincent J. Zarro, M.D., Ph.D. and 
Barbara Hogan-Zarro, Ph.D. 
Phyllis and Michael Zieky 
Sydelle Zove and Stephen 
Kaufman 
Peter Zurflieh, Esq. 
39 Anonymous Donors 
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Duffy Fellows Tue Ho and Jen 
Burdick pose for a photo with Tom 
Duffy. We are so grateful to The 
Duffy Firm for its commitment and 
its support for CLS’s mission.
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Mr. Brian S. Chacker
Edward F. Chacker, Esq. 
Ms. Carey Chopko 
Francis P. Devine, III, Esq. 
E. Douglas DiSandro Jr. 
Adam D. Flager, Esq. 
Carol Fritz 
Moira Hahn, Esq. 

Deborah Hartwell, Esq. 
Emmanuel O. Iheukwumere, Esq. 
Kenneth M. Kapner, Esq. 
Randy Kenny, Esq. 
Stuart Leon, Esq. 
Jerry Lyons, Esq. 
John A. Macoretta, Esq. 

Deneca Denise Pitts, Esq. 
Nicholas J. Renzi 
Danielle Rosenthal, Esq. 
Magdalena Schardt, Esq. 
Katelyn Skalski 
David E. Sternberg, Esq. 
Matthew Toll, Esq. 

Arbitration Fee Donors  July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2025

In Honor of Robert Ballenger 
Ellen Wilson and Dr. Fredric V. 
Price 

In Honor of Larry Bendesky 
Mr. George Audi 

In Honor of Gregory Bergman 
Ms. Kathleen Bergman 

In Honor of Amadee Braxton 
Anonymous 

In Honor of Ellen Brotman 
Jimmie Moore 
The Lacy Employment Law Firm 
LLC 

In Honor of Ross Bruch 
Philadelphia Bar Association 

In Honor of Michael T. Carney 
ADR Options, Inc. 

In Honor of Cathy Carr 
Ellen Hollin 

In Honor of Ana Colon 
Caroline Cruz, Esq. 

In Honor of Caitlin Coslett 
Janet Goldwater 

In Honor of Matthew Desmond 
Susan Daley 

Gifts in Honor  July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2025

In Honor of Sharon Dietrich 
Elisabeth and Stuart Bass 
Sharon Gornstein, Esq. and Mr. 
Jeff Gelles 
John R. Hanger, Esq. and Dr. 
Luanne E. Thorndyke 
John Stember, Esq. 

In Honor of Alan Feldman 
Liss & Marion, P.C. 

In Honor of Arlene Rivera 
Finkelstein 
Susan and Arthur Davis 

In Honor of Melanie Foreman 
and Andrew Miller 
Jason Beiger 
Alan Beller and Stephanie Neville 
Peter Beller 
Brett Fusco 
Scott Goldin 
David Handelman 
Meghan Rimelspach 
Michael Rugnetta 
Adam Sherr 

In Honor of Debby Freedman 
Lawrence J. Beaser and Shelly 
Beaser 
Sharon Gornstein, Esq. and Mr. 
Jeff Gelles 

Amy E. Hirsch, Esq. and Jessica 
Robbins 
Ms. Alison E. Hirschel and Mr. 
Gene Burns 
Deborah Gordon Klehr, Esq. and 
Mr. Zachary Klehr 
Lynn A. Marks and Clifford 
Pearlman 
Professor Louis S. Rulli and 
Carolyn C. Rulli 
Ms. Dorel Shanon and Mr. Stuart 
Bogom 

In Honor of Rachel Garland 
Rachel Berger and Josh Frankel 

In Honor of Janet Ginzberg 
Charles F. Forer, Esq. 

In Honor of Dot Goldberger 
Brotman Law 
Daniel Austin and Ellen Brotman 

In Honor of Richard Golomb 
Miriam Lerner 
Ms. Judy Tecosky 

In Honor of Kathy Gomez 
Hillary Blecker 

In Honor of Serena Gopal 
Alexis Gopal M.D. 
Sharna Prasad 
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Gifts in Honor  July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2025  (CONTINUED) 

In Honor of Murari Gopal 
Dr. Sireen Gopal 

In Honor of Lydia Gottesfeld 
Amiram and Jennifer Eden 
Ms. Thais-Lyn Trayer and Mr. 
Mark Sacks 

In Honor of Jamie Gullen 
Katie Beran 
Ms. Julie Dunlap 

In Honor of Lauren Hallden 
Common Paper Inc. 

In Honor of Bill Hangley 
Console Mattiacci Law, LLC 

In Honor of Louise Hayes 
Ms. Leslie A. Hayes and Mr. 
Norman Gross 

In Honor of Liz Hejlek & Colin 
O’Neill 
Michael Nielsen
Margaret O’Neill 
Suzanne and Frank Sherry 
Anonymous 

In Honor of Gloria W. Hicks 
Ronald W. Belfon, Esq. 

In Honor of Sean Hillas 
Dolores Hillas 

In Honor of Amy Hirsch 
Vincent J. Zarro, M.D., Ph.D. and 
Barbara Hogan-Zarro, Ph.D. 

In Honor of Jeff Hopkins and 
Ashley Humienny 
Anna Brinley 
Mariele McGlazer 
Alissa Weiss 
Anonymous  

In Honor of Ramona Johnson 
Laurien Ward 

In Honor of Sarah Katz 
Jeanmarie Dunn-Kane 

In Honor of Elizabeth Larin 
Ms. Marita Green 

In Honor of Judy Leone 
John Mastrobattista 

In Honor of Brendan Lynch 
Angelina Izzard 

In Honor of Julia McGrath 
Dorothy McGrath 

In Honor of Judge Gerald 
McHugh 
Christopher Tate 

In Honor of Thomas Miller 
Christine and James MacDonald 

In Honor of The Honorable 
Margaret T. Murphy 
Carolyn Moran Zack, Esq. 

In Honor of Colin O’Neill 
Margaret O’Neill 

In Honor of the Orlyk, Hammer, 
Rakay, Parker, Watters, Fedyk, 
Casselton, and Walton Families 
Nicholas E. Orlyk, Esq. 

In Honor of Carol Penn 
Dr. Raymond Samuel Parker, III 
and Clara Parker 

In Honor of Maripat Pileggi 
Vincent J. Zarro, M.D., Ph.D. and 
Barbara Hogan-Zarro, Ph.D. 

In Honor of Chloe Polentes 
Elaynee Polentes 

In Honor of Joline Price 
Rita Huybrechts and Glen Price 

In Honor of Hon. Annette Rizzo 
Beth Solomon 

In Honor of Rebecca Rock 
Robin K Alderfer 

In Honor of Joan Rosoff 
Philip Rosoff 

In Honor of Peter Schneider 
Norman G. Schneider and Linda 
G. Kanefield 

In Honor of Dveera Segal 
Anonymous 

In Honor of J. Peter and 
Vanessa Veloski 
Ms. Judith Veloski 

In Honor of Pam Walz 
Matthew and Maxine Comisky 
Kathy Cubit 
Jenni Desnouee 
Ms. Alison E. Hirschel and Mr. 
Gene Burns 
Mary and Lance Laver 
Professor Louis S. Rulli and 
Carolyn C. Rulli 
Jenifer Trachtman 

In Honor of Richard Weishaupt 
Sharon Gornstein, Esq. and Mr. 
Jeff Gelles 
John S. McVeigh, Esq. 

In Honor of Suzanne Young 
Andrew Kelser, Esq. 
Gail K. Lopez-Henriquez, Esq. 

In Honor of Richard Zack 
Phyllis and Michael Zieky 
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Gifts in Memory  July 1, 2023 – June 30, 2025

In Memory of Gene Bishop 
Dr. Andrew M. Stone 

In Memory of Paul A. Brooks, 
Esq. 
Carol E. Juza 

In Memory of James O. 
Freedman 
Robert and Caryl Gorman 

In Memory of Thelma Goldstein 
Linda Cruz 

In Memory of Claudia D. 
Goodman 
Harold I. Goodman, Esq. 

In Memory of Lee Kaplan 
Lori Jardines 

In Memory of John Koscelnik 
Valerie Koscelnik 

In Memory of Prof. Frank M. 
McClellan of Temple Law 
School 
Emmanuel Law Firm 

In Memory of Stephen C. Miller 
Nancy Weinman, Esq. 

In Memory of Damian Morse 
Brenda L. Marrero, Esq. 

In Memory of Amber Racine 
Regina M. Foley, Esq. 

In Memory of Nancy Reese 
Scott Deans 

Pat Devine, Ed Chacker, and Alan Feldman reconnect at CLS’s 2024 Fired Up for Justice event. 

In Memory of Curtis Reitz 
Seth F. Kreimer, Esq. and Rabbi 
Nancy Fuchs-Kreimer 
Catherine T. Struve, Esq. 
Jo-Ann Verrier and Mark McGuire 

In Memory of Reed Michael 
Schieve 
Keith and Marianne Coady 

In Memory of Ruth Paller 
Strauss 
Beth Cleary 

In Memory of Walter J. Taggart 
Marilyn Becker 
The Honorable Abraham J. Gafni 
Dorothy and Robert McCabe 
Joell Taggart 
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Grants and Fellowships

Arnold Ventures 
Baker McKenzie 
Borealis Philanthropy 
The Chicago Community 
Foundation 
The Children’s Hospital of 
Philadelphia 
City of Philadelphia 
The Clean Slate Initiative 
Comcast NBCUniversal 
Community Behavioral Health 
Duffy Fellowship 
Equal Justice Works 
Hess Foundation 
The Horace W. Goldsmith 
Foundation 
Indeed 
Independence Foundation 
The Ivywood Foundation 
JPMorgan Chase Foundation 

The Peter and Judy Leone 
Foundation 
The Lincoln Financial Foundation 
Mantua Powelton Alliance 
Merck 
NFL Foundation 
Oak Foundation 
Pennsylvania Department of 
Education 
The Pennsylvania IOLTA Board 
Pennsylvania Legal Aid Network 
The Pennsylvania Housing 
Affordability and Rehabilitation 
Enhancement Fund 
The Pew Charitable Trusts 
Philadelphia Bar Foundation 
Philadelphia Corporation for 
Aging 
The Philadelphia Foundation 
Philadelphia Health Partnership 

Mary Hangley, Bill Hangley, Marc Sonnenfeld, Pat Suplee, and Dennis Suplee pose for 
a photo at CLS’s 2024 Fired Up for Justice event. 

Cy Pres 

Philadelphia Trial Lawyers 
Association 
PNC Foundation 
The Promise - The Philadelphia 
Poverty Action Fund 
The Leo and Peggy Pierce Family 
Foundation 
Public Health Management 
Corporation  
Robert Wood Johnson 
Foundation 
Spring Point Partners 
St. Christopher’s Hospital for 
Children 
United Way of Greater 
Philadelphia and Southern New 
Jersey 
The Vanguard Group Foundation 
Wells Fargo Foundation 

The William Penn Foundation 

 

Flitter Milz, P.C. 
Lichten & Liss-Riordan, P.C. 
Marchetti Law, P.C. 
Sattiraju & Tharney, LLP
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Board of Directors 

Board Officers 

President

Kimberly Takacs, Esq. 
LINCOLN FINANCIAL GROUP

Vice President

Patrick Devine, Esq. 
NEURONETICS 

Secretary 

Shelly Solomon, Esq. 
FOX ROTHSCHILD LLP 

Treasurer

Valentine Brown, Esq. 
DUANE MORRIS, LLP 

Immediate Past President 

John P. Lavelle, Jr., Esq. 
MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP

Board Members 

Melvin Alexander 
Patrina Anderson 
Larry Bendesky, Esq. 
SALTZ MONGELUZZI BENDESKY 

Keir Bradford-Grey, Esq. 
MARRONE LAW FIRM, LLC 

Diana Cortes, Esq. 
MORGAN, LEWIS & BOCKIUS LLP 

Caitlin G. Coslett, Esq. 
BERGER MONTAGUE 

George Donnelly, Esq. 
FELDMAN SHEPHERD 
WOHLGELERNTER TANNER 
WEINSTOCK & DODIG LLP 

James P. Faunes, Esq. 
ROSS FELLER CASEY 

Melanie J. Foreman, Esq. 
MARSHALL DENNEHEY, P.C. 

Adrianne Gunter 
Carlton Johnson, Esq. 
ARCHER & GREINER, P.C. 

Kamirah Jones 
Janice Lee 
Steve Lee, Esq. 
COMCAST 

Judy L. Leone, Esq. 
DECHERT LLP 

Ronald Lewis 
DEWITT HVAC 

Emilia McKee Vassallo, Esq. 
BALLARD SPAHR LLP 

Josie Pickens, Esq. 
TEMPLE UNIVERSITY 

Sherrita Reid-Elam 
Sara B. Richman, Esq. 
TROUTMAN PEPPER 

Joseph Z. Traub, Esq. 
RAYNES & LAWN 

Immediate Past Members 

Dorothy Boykin 
DBW TAX SERVICE 

Thomas J. Duffy, Esq. 
THE DUFFY FIRM 

Bridget Henry 
NUMBERS AND COLORS 
LEARNING CENTER 

Lauren P. McKenna, Esq. 
FOX ROTHSCHILD LLP 

Jeffrey Rosenthal, Esq. 
BLANK ROME

Dina Schlossberg, Esq. 
REGIONAL HOUSING LEGAL 
SERVICES 

Marisa Tilghman, Esq. 
THE VANGUARD GROUP

Eric Yoon, Esq.
POLSINELLI 



Financials

T O TA L  R E V E N U E S  &  O T H E R  S U P P O R T

J U LY  1 ,  2 0 2 3  –  J U N E  3 0 ,  2 0 2 4

●	 Contracts & Grants	 $20,618,342

●	 Contributions	 $7,744,054

●	 Attorney Fees	 $123,639

●	 Interest Income	 $195,863

	 Total Revenue	 $28,681,898

●	 Program Services 	 $24,321,227

●	 Management & General	 $1,216,945

●	 Fundraising	 $993,383

	 Total Expenses	 $26,531,555

E X P E N S E S T O TA L  A S S E T S 

Net Assets Beginning of Year 	 $18,564,793

Net Assets End of Year	 $20,812,667

Change in Assets	 $2,247,874
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Financials
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T O TA L  R E V E N U E S  &  O T H E R  S U P P O R T

●	 Contracts & Grants	 $23,298,174

●	 Contributions	 $4,849,640

●	 Attorney Fees	 $141,840

●	 Interest Income	 $174,296

	 Subtotal Revenue	 $28,463,950

●	 Program Services 	 $26,037,775

●	 Management & General	 $1,769,088

●	 Fundraising	 $1,107,049

	 Total Expenses	 $28,913,912

E X P E N S E S T O TA L  A S S E T S 

Net Assets Beginning of Year 	 $21,802,149

Net Assets End of Year	 $21,460,783

Change in Assets*	 ($341,366)

Financials J U LY  1 ,  2 0 2 4  –  J U N E  3 0 ,  2 0 2 5

*The FY25 Net Assets Beginning of Year were adjusted above 
the FY24 Net Assets End of Year to reflect a payment of prior 
year revenue made in FY25.



www.clsphila.org

@clsphila


