
Automated Record Clearing Tools 
for Your Legal Aid Practice

Why You Need Them and How to Get Them



Why use automation tools?



Expungement Generator
Developed in 2011, the Expungement Generator reduced 

production time for a record clearing petition from several hours 

to several minutes. The software has been shared freely with 

non-profit attorneys and with pro bono clinics around the state 

and has been used to generate over 30,000 petitions statewide.



MyCleanSlatePA Screener



Data science consulting for public and nonprofit sector clients

Services

● Research & data analysis
● Web application development
● Program evaluation
● Consulting
● Data visualization
● Data training
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Tool Example: Harris County Public Defender’s Office Clean Slate









RecordSponge
Oregon status quo: private lawyers offering record expungement often charge ~$1000 per case

Software Features:

● Performs record search, eligibility analysis, and generates petition paperwork
● Empowers a statewide legal aid network to administer expungement service, usually for free

Why RecordSponge works:

● Oregon Expungement rules and application are highly objective and thus automatable
● Criminal records are searchable with online subscription



Automating in Pieces: 
Where could you use 

automation?



The Sealing Pipeline
Gathering 
Records

Legal 
Analysis

Drafting 
Petitions

Followup
Components of the process of sealing



● Web Scraper

● Court System Contract

● Manual Data Entry into a web 
application

● Flowchart

● Custom Code

Gathering Records Legal Analysis



● Mail Merge in Excel and Word

● Specialized Document Assembly 
Software

● Calendar Reminders for advocates

● SMS Chatbots with a job queue

Drafting Petitions Followup



86%
2020 survey: 86% of surveyed legal aid organizations are not utilizing 

technology to help with petition-based record clearing processes

What is holding us back?



Hiring Experts

Technology projects cost money!

That shouldn’t scare you away. It just requires good planning, including:

● Clear requirements and a business case/cost benefit

● Clear and achievable scope for the first phase

● Accurate budget for development and maintenance

● Strong value proposition to funders / budget holders

● Good vendor/partner

● Time you spend managing the project

● Budget for phase two



Other Options? 

Volunteer Tech Help
● Find & entice a volunteer 

programmer
● Limitations
● Upkeep

In-House Expertise
● Cultivating expertise
● Simpler tools



Project Management 
and Communication

Effective communication
Mutual understanding
Tips



Questions?


