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This year, we have started to see glimpses of a post-
pandemic world, but in so many ways, life is not back to
normal for our clients. The pandemic continues to impact
every area of CLS's work because it has affected our
community so deeply.

I am incredibly proud of the way our advocates have tackled the

challenges brought on by the pandemic. The tenacious,

innovative spirit of CLS has never been more evident, from the

way our advocates have gone above and beyond to serve clients

to the new policies and programs we have created.

The commitment and partnership of our supporters have

propelled this work. You have stepped up with us, showing our

community that we will continue to fight for justice together.

Your support has allowed us to respond to urgent client needs

during the pandemic and pioneer brand new areas of legal

work. In the pages of this report, you will read about CLS’s

groundbreaking efforts to prevent eviction in the face of the

pandemic. You will read about our Employment Unit advocates

growing into Unemployment Compensation experts. We have

also amplified our work around racial justice, taking concrete

steps to center racial justice in our advocacy, individual

representation, and operations.

As the pandemic unfolds and our clients’ needs evolve, so does

our response. We are finding opportunities to expand and

strengthen our advocacy so that our clients can continue to

recover, with the legal protections that keep them safe, healthy,

and housed.

Because of our supporters, CLS will be there to fight for our

clients and to challenge and change unjust systems. We could

not do this work without you. Thank you for standing with us

through the toughest of times.

Sincerely,

Debby Freedman
Executive Director
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JUSTICE IN A CRISIS:
CLS RESPONDS TO THE COVID PANDEMIC

When our clients faced unjust federal laws that

denied their families critical income, CLS worked

with co-counsel to litigate for change. 

CLS and Morgan Lewis sued the United States

Department of Agriculture (USDA) for excluding

the lowest-income families from receiving

emergency SNAP allotments (food stamps). The

pandemic has made it even harder for low-

income people to safely and affordably access

food, and the USDA’s unlawful position denied

help to families who were most in danger of

going hungry. In March 2021, they reached a

settlement that delivered $712 million emergency

SNAP benefits to approximately 650,000 PA

households! In addition, the USDA changed their

national policy so that approximately 12 million

families nationwide were able to get the

additional SNAP benefits they were owed.

CLS, Berger Montague, and the Villanova Federal

Tax Law Clinic teamed up to sue the Internal

Revenue Service (IRS) for making stimulus

payments inaccessible to people with disabilities

and their children. As a result of the litigation, the

IRS reversed its national policy and agreed to

give SSI and Social Security recipients more time

to apply for payments, which will help

approximately 250,000  families across the

nation maintain stability during the pandemic.

HIGH-IMPACT LITIGATION:
FIGHTING HUNGER AND
ENSURING ACCESS TO
BENEFITS

Since the beginning of the pandemic, Philadelphians have been desperate for information about new

laws and programs and how to get help. We have responded with a constant stream of up to date

information. 

During the pandemic, our website has received more than 1,117,000 views, many on pages related to

COVID-19. Additionally, we have done more than 250 community education sessions and trainings for

other advocates, so that people know their rights and resources available to them.

A TRUSTED RESOURCE FOR OUR NEIGHBORS

SOME OF OUR IMPORTANT
SUCCESSES DURING 2021
INCLUDE:

Advocating for and implementing

Philadelphia’s new eviction diversion

program, which prevents homelessness 

Working with PA officials to release more

than $50 million in Pandemic

Unemployment Assistance for clients who

lost their jobs.

Advocating for the expansion of

Philadelphia’s sick leave law to protect

workers’ health and safety.

Ensuring access to Medicaid and SNAP , so

people can maintain health insurance and

food through the pandemic.

Getting water, gas, and electric service

restored for households who were shut off,

so they would have life-essential utilities

during the stay-at-home order.

CLS clients have been devastated by the COVID pandemic, facing job loss, hunger, cold, and the risk

of homelessness. CLS advocates jumped in to fight for justice and ensure Philadelphia families can

survive this crisis. CLS's legal representation, high-impact litigation, targeted media, community

education, and policy advocacy helped ensure that complex systems work for struggling families. 

Advocating for moratoriums on evictions,

foreclosures, and utility shutoffs, keeping

people safely in their homes. 



Each year since 1990, CLS has hosted the Breakfast of Champions, generously sponsored by

the Philadelphia Trial Lawyers Association. At the event, we celebrate with law firms,

individuals, and foundations that are dedicated to the cause of justice and equity. Awards

are presented to friends of CLS who demonstrate exceptional standards of service or

innovation in ensuring access to justice. The Breakfast also recognizes law firms that give to

CLS’s Bar Campaign each year.

BREAKFAST OF CHAMPIONS

EQUAL JUSTICE AWARDS

2021 LEADERSHIP COUNCIL
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BAR CAMPAIGN 2021

ADR Options, Inc.

Alice G. Gosfield &

Associates, PC

Archer Law

The Axelrod Firm, PC

Ballard Spahr LLP

Banks Law

The Beasley Firm, LLC

Bensley Law Offices, LLC

Berger Montague

Blank Rome LLP

Buchanan Ingersoll &  

     Rooney PC

Chimicles Schwartz Kriner 

     & Donaldson-Smith LLP

Cohen, Placitella & Roth, PC

Cohn & Associates

Conrad O'Brien

Dashevsky, Horwitz, Kuhn, 

     Novello & Shorr, P.C.

Dechert LLP

DePasquale Law Offices

Donald A. Krain P.C., 

     Attorney at Law

Duane Morris LLP

Duffy + Fulginiti

Faegre Drinker Biddle & 

     Reath LLP

Feldman Shepherd 

     Wohlgelernter Tanner 

     Weinstock Dodig LLP

The Ferrara Law Firm, LLC

Fine, Kaplan and 

     Black, R.P.C.

Fineman Krekstein & 

     Harris, P.C.

Flitter Milz, P.C.

Fox Rothschild LLP

The Fullam Firm, P.C.

Gay & Chacker

Golomb Spirt Grunfeld PC

Law Offices of 

     Judy Greenwood, P.C.

Gross & Kenny, LLP

Hangley Aronchick Segal 

     Pudlin & Schiller

Hofstein Weiner & 

     Meyer, P.C.

Josel & Feenane, P.C.

Kiernan Trebach, LLP

Klehr Harrison Harvey 

     Branzburg LLP

Kline & Specter, PC

Kohn, Swift & Graf, P.C.

Kolsby, Gordon, 

     Robin & Shore

Kovler & Rush, P.C.

Langer Grogan & Diver P.C.

Law Office of 

     Ann C. Lebowitz

Levin, Sedran & Berman

Lundy Law

March Hurwitz & 

     DeMarco, P.C.

Margolis Edelstein

Marshall Dennehey Warner 

     Coleman & Goggin, P.C.

Martin Law

McCarter & English, LLP

McLaughlin & 

     Lauricella, P.C.

Law Offices of

     John S. McVeigh, P.C.

Mensing Law LLC

Messa & Associates, P.C.

Montgomery McCraken

Walker & Rhoads LLP

Morgan Lewis

Mullen Coughlin LLC

O'Donoghue & 

     O'Donoghue LLP

Offit Kurman

Ostroff Injury Law

Pansini, Mezrow & Davis

Pond Lehocky Giordano LLP

Precise, Inc. LLC

Raynes Lawn Hehmeyer

Reed Smith LLP

Ross Feller Casey, LLP

Saltz, Mongeluzzi & 

     Bendesky, P.C.

Schnader Harrison Segal & 

     Lewis LLP

Spector, Roseman & 

     Kodroff, PC

Sprague & Sprague

Stampone O'Brien 

     Dilsheimer Law

Stern Crawford

Stevens & Lee

Stuart Leon Bicycle 

     Crash Law

Swartz Campbell LLC

Tactix Real Estate Advisors

The Law Offices of 

     Thomas More Holland

Troutman Pepper Hamilton 

     Sanders LLP

van der Veen, O’Neill, 

     Hartshorn, and Levin

Wapner Newman

Weir & Partners LLP

Welsh & Recker, PC

White and Williams LLP

Willig, Williams & Davidson

Winebrake & Santillo, LLC

Youman & Caputo, LLC
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LEGAL UNITS
CLS houses a wide range of legal expertise. With ten different legal units and projects,

CLS advocates often collaborate to solve clients’ complex and intersecting problems.

EMPLOYMENT UNIT
represents clients with employment-related problems, including tackling barriers to employment,

seeking unpaid wages, and preserving jobs. The unit advocates at the national, state, and local

levels on low-income workers’ rights issues, such as preventing overly broad disqualifications of

workers with criminal records.

ENERGY UNIT
advocates so that people have access to affordable water, heat, and electricity in their homes.

Through direct legal representation, policy advocacy, and legislative campaigns to improve

energy affordability, our cutting-edge work promotes health and safety in Philadelphia and across

Pennsylvania.
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FAMILY ADVOCACY UNIT
provides high quality interdisciplinary legal representation to parents in Philadelphia dependency

proceedings with the goal of strengthening families and keeping children safely at home. The

FAU model incorporates direct representation, community outreach and education, and systemic

legislative and policy advocacy for families involved in the child welfare system.

HEALTH & INDEPENDENCE UNIT
represents seniors, people with disabilities, families with children, immigrants, survivors of

domestic violence, and other individuals and families in a wide range of health and public

benefits issues, including problems getting or keeping Medicaid (including Emergency Medicaid),

Medicare, Cash Assistance, SNAP/Food Stamps, LIHEAP, WIC, and Child Care Subsidy. The unit

also challenges decisions by managed care organizations to deny care, especially home and

community-based services; violations of residents’ rights, involuntary discharges, and quality of

care requirements in nursing homes and personal care homes; and fights to prevent unnecessary

guardianships or violations of the rights of persons who have guardians.

HOMEOWNERSHIP & CONSUMER RIGHTS UNIT
represents homeowners facing mortgage and tax foreclosures and pursues economic justice on

behalf of clients facing fraudulent consumer practices, abusive debt collection, and consumer

scams affecting low-income families. The unit is heavily litigation-focused, but also advocates

with city, state, and federal agencies for more consumer-friendly policies and laws.

HOUSING UNIT
provides high volume individual representation for low-income tenants facing imminent eviction

and homelessness. Closely tied to eviction defense are issues of repairs, termination of housing

subsidies, reasonable accommodation for disabilities, criminal record barriers to housing, rent

calculations, domestic violence, and sexual assault. Based upon work in these individual cases,

the Housing Unit works to create systemic change through impact litigation, legislative advocacy,

and community education and outreach. The Housing Unit focuses on habitability of rental

housing, right to counsel, service of process, reasonable accommodations, preservation of

affordable housing, criminal records barriers to housing, and the intersection of housing and

domestic violence and sexual assault.



SSI UNIT
provides holistic support, including legal representation and social work, to people with serious

disabilities who need SSI, an income support from the Social Security Administration. The unit

also advocates at the local, state, and national levels for policies and practices that make life

better for people with disabilities, with a particular focus on children and youth.

LANGUAGE ACCESS PROJECT
works to ensure CLS services are available to Philadelphia communities with limited ability to

speak, read, write, or understand English. The project addresses legal issues specific to this

population and collaborates with other units to represent individuals and families in challenging

language barriers to benefits, services, and access to justice.

MEDICAL-LEGAL PARTNERSHIP (MLP)
embeds legal advocates within health care practices to address health-harming legal issues, such

as lack of heat, unstable housing, or food insecurity. CLS has MLPs at Rising Sun Health Center,

which serves a diverse immigrant population, and CHOP Karabots Pediatric Care Center, which

treats more than 35,000 children each year. At the MLPs, CLS advocates work alongside health

care team members to prevent or resolve legal issues.

YOUTH JUSTICE PROJECT
provides holistic representation and engages in community-based outreach and advocacy to

ensure that low-income young people transitioning to adulthood are able to connect to the

services they need to gain stability and access opportunity. YJP has a particular focus on working

with youth of color, LGTBQ+ youth, parenting youth, and youth with disabilities who have been

involved with the juvenile, criminal, child welfare, or shelter systems and are more likely to face

multiple intersecting legal issues as a result.
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DONORS MAKE JUSTICE POSSIBLE
ANNUAL DONORS 2021
Ms. Deirdre Aaron Esq.

Mr. J.J. Abbott

Irv Ackelsberg, Esq. and 

     Ms. Patricia A. Urevick

Ms. Christine Ahn

Lorena E. Ahumada, Esq.

Mr. Joseph T. Anderson

Sue and Rick Anderson

Bree Archambault, Esq.

Mr. Lionel Artom-Ginzburg

M. Taylor Aspinwall and 

     Robert J. Reinstein

Mr. Mason C. Austin

Regina Austin, Esq.

Rahat N. Babar, Esq. and 

     Chi-Ser Tran, Esq.

Daniel E. Bacine, Esq.

Mr. Jay R. Franke and 

     Ms. Pamela Baker

Robert W. Ballenger, Esq.

Ms. Amelia Barnes

Ms. Katie Barnett

Eleonora Bartoli, Ph.D.

Mr. Malcolm Bates

The Bay Foundation

Mr. Lawrence J. Beaser and 

     Mrs. Shelly Beaser

Danie Bendesky

Larry E. Bendesky, Esq. and 

     Ms. Lori E. Bendesky

Cheryl-Lyn Bentley, Esq.

Gregory S. Bergman, Esq.

Ms. Kathleen Bergman

Judy F. Berkman, Esq.

Mr. Norman B. Berlin and 

     Mrs. Elizabeth Berlin

The Honorable Linda M. 

     Bernstein and The 

     Honorable Mark I. 

     Bernstein

Judith Bernstein-Baker, 

     Esq. and Mr. Karl Baker

Philip A. Bertocci, Esq.

Nadeem A. Bezar, Esq.

Dr. Andrew M. Stone and 

     Dr. Gene B. Bishop

Ms. Hillary Blecker

Michael A. Bloom, Esq.

Ms. Marcia Bloomfield

Michael S. Blume, Esq.

Edward Blumstein, Esq.

Ms. Jessa Boehner

Ms. Dorel Shanon and 

     Mr. Stuart Bogom

Ms. Ronna Bolante

Sarah E. Bouchard, Esq. and 

     Mr. Frank C. Fesnak

Ms. Dorothy Boykin

Ms. Barbara F. Boyle

Mr. Adam Breese

Mr. John D. Brinkmann and 

     Mrs. Gail M. Brinkmann

Brett Brown

Ms. Caitlin Brown and 

     Mr. Adam M. Nagel

Ms. Lorray Brown, Esq.

Ms. Michele Brown

Stephen D. Brown, Esq.

Valentine A. Brown, Esq.

William H. Brown, III, Esq. 

     and Dr. Dorothy June 

     Hairston-Brown

The Honorable Donna 

     Johnson Bullock and 

     Mr. Otis L. Bullock Jr.

Reverend Valeria C. Bullock

Dr. Lisa Bulsara

Jane and Richard Burks

Leonard A. Busby, Esq.

Ms. Sandra L. Cadwalader

Ms. Patricia Campbell

Ms. Ruth S. Candeub

Dr. Joseph N. Cappella PhD 

     and Mrs. Elena A. 

     Cappella

Mr. André Carrington

Mr. Charles B. Casper and 

     Dr. Brenda B. Casper

Leonard Rieser, Esq. and 

     Professor Fernando 

     Chang-Muy

Ms. Sarina Chernock

Ms. Lori Chinitz

Ms. Teresa Wallace and 

     John G. Chou, Esq.

Katharyn I. Christian 

     McGee, Esq.

Professor Roger S. Clark 

     and Professor Amelia 

     Boss

Theodore 

     Clattenburg Jr., Esq.

Gary Clinton and 

     Don Millinger

Mr. William Cobb

Robert P. Cocco, Esq.

Paul Coghlan, Esq.

Ms. Carly L. Cohen

Jane L. Coleman, M.D. and 

     Richard Whittington, 

     M.D.

John M. Coogan, Esq.

Ms. Cheryl A. Cook and 

     Ms. Barbara Spitz

Ms. Kimberly Cook

Gordon and 

     Gretchen Cooney

Caitlin G. Coslett, Esq.

Rachel T. Courtney

Mr. Steve Courtney

Mr. Paul T Crager II

Geraldine Cramer

8 | Community Legal Services 2021



Ms. Kathleen Creamer and

Mr. Thomas Klemm

Mr. Bartholomew J 

     Dalton Esq.

Diane and Theodore Danoff

Sarah T. Darrow

Mr. Joseph Paul 

     Davis Hermann

Nancy and Richard Davis

Mr. William A. Davis

Joseph E. De Ritis, Esq.

Mr. Will Dean

John M. DeFeo, Esq.

Ms. Emilia DeMarco

Christine A. and 

     Gerard A. Dever

Mr. Patrick Devine and 

     Ms. Suzie Welsh

Harriet Dichter, Esq. and 

     Mr. John H. Schapiro

Mark S. Dichter, Esq. and 

     Ms. Tobey G. Dichter

Sharon M. Dietrich, Esq.

John C. Dodds, Esq. and 

     Ms. Tamra Dodds

Diana S. Donaldson, Esq. 

     and Mr. Stuart C. 

     Donaldson

Henry J. Donner, Esq.

Thomas E. Doran, Esq.

David Dormont, Esq. and 

     Johanna Berger

Leslie Sudock and 

     Daniel Drecksage

Ms. Nancy A. Drye

Thomas J. Duffy, Esq.

Ms. Julie Dunlap

Caroline Ebby and 

     Robert L. Ebby, Esq.

Ms. Bonnie W. Eisenfeld

Eleanor and Johnny Myers

Lydia Ellsworth, Esq.

Jules M. Epstein, Esq.
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We are in a crisis that goes unseen. A crisis that a person can
be in and still not see.

Something happens to a person when they are stripped of
their imagination of self. Not being able to see their true
value but, see value in everyone else.

I have been in the position of, not being able to see hope. I
have been in the position where, I lacked the imagination to
cope. Imagination is needed to see yourself moving forward.
I use imagination everyday as I raise my Sons and Daughter.

These oppressive systems can wear you down to the point
that you are just a nub of yourself. Systems that force you to
put things like hope, love, justice, and self-acceptance on a
shelf.

What happens when a person lives in a prison with no walls,
no doors, and virtually no way out? They live in a world
riddled with self-doubt.

These systems were constructed to condition people like
Pavlov's dog; when they whistle you submit.

Submit to, not being able to go farther. Submit, that your
children will be without Mothers and Fathers. Submit, that
you are not enough. Submit, that you should just give up.
Submit, that you are less than Human. Submit, that you
don't have the same rights of the next man.

This Ghetto mindset was manufactured just for you, from like
minds that rival that of Hitler's. Manufactured for you to take
two steps forward: while taking ten steps back just to leave
you bitter.

Removing the Nazi and replacing them with Police.
Removing your voice so, that all you can say is "No justice No
peace."

Removing the gas chambers and replacing them with bars.
Removing the brute-force and replacing it with policies that
makes you forget who you are.

In this crisis of Imagination, we forget that, our mind is the
one thing that can't be taken from us. Yet, we allow it to be
pinned down into submission until we just give up.

I tell you now, that there is a way out of this crisis of
imagination. Even within a democracy/dictatorship Nation.

It starts by contradicting everything you were conditioned to
believe. Especially the part that tells you, that you will always
be stuck and never to be relieved.

I am about to tell you something, that some don't want you
to know. The prison you are in, is not a prison and you are
free to go!

On your way out, don't forget to pick up your imagination of
self; and leave behind things life self-doubt, despair, and
inability on the self.

CRISIS OF IF IMAGINATION
Poem by April Lee, CLS Director of Client Voice



Kaethe Schumacher and 

     Michael Epstein

Mr. Daniel Ernst

Mr. William H. Ewing

Christopher C. 

     Fallon, Jr., Esq.

Jennifer L. Feden, Esq.

Albert J. Feldman, Esq.

Ms. Barbara Felicetti

Nan E. Feyler, J.D., MPH and 

     Ms. Lisa Shulock

Dr. Elizabeth B. Rappaport 

     and Dr. Daniel Fife

Ms. Johannah Fine and 

     Dr. John W. Weisel PhD

Arlene Rivera 

     Finkelstein, Esq. and 

     Mr. Scott J. Davis

Hannah Fishman, Esq.

Mr. Ethan D. Fogel and 

     Dr. Sari N. Fogel MD

Ms. Anna Foote

Melanie J. Foreman, Esq.

Charles F. Forer, Esq.

Karen L. Forman, Esq.

Ms. Jaime-Alexis Fowler 

     and Mr. Adam Borelli

Mrs. M. Paulette Fox and 

     Lawrence J. Fox, Esq.

Walter and Francine Fox

Bella Schnall, Esq.

Richard H. Frankel, Esq. and 

     Ms. Jennifer Couzin 

     Frankel

Ms. Mary Ann Franklin

Mr. Bruce Franzel and 

     Mrs. Barbara Franzel

Mr. and Ms. James O. 

     Freedman

Carl H. Fridy, Esq.

Michael Froehlich and 

     Susanna Gilbertson

Isla Ann Fruchter, Esq.

Nancy H. Fullam, Esq.

Art courtesy of Nadeen Almanzar, 
Health and Independence Unit Paralegal
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Sean Fulmer, Esq.

Mr. Harrison Gaa

Ms. Diane Galeone

Renee M. Garcia, Esq.

Nancy J. Gellman, Esq.

Helen Gindele

Ms. Janet F. Ginzberg and 

     Mr. John P. Caskey

Ms. Lori Ginzberg and 

     Mr. Joel Steiker

Shirley and David Ginzberg

Ms. Olushola Giwa

Ms. Eva Gladstein and 

     Mr. Ben Burenstein

Ms. Jessica Glassman

Professors Theresa Glennon 

     and Jeffrey Dunoff

Mr. Jeffrey Golan

Ms. Janet L. Gold

Richard J. Gold and 

     Cheryl Kritz

Dr. Barbara Gold and 

     Stephen F. Gold, Esq.

Ms. Kaitlin M. Gurney Esq.

Ms. Joan E. Halbert

Alissa Halperin, Esq.

Warren Martin Harrell, Esq.

Judith E. Harris, Esq.

Judith and Palmer Hartl

Edmund L. Harvey, Jr., Esq.

Ms. Libby Harwitz and 

     Mr. Burton Blender

Ms. Katherine Knox 

     Hastings and Mr. Rad 

     Hastings

Bruce P. Hayes, Ph.D. and 

     Ms. Pat Keating

Louise E. Hayes, Esq.

The Honorable 

     Marilyn Heffley

Jean C. Hemphill, Esq. and 

     Robert K. Warner

Shawn A. Hendricks, Esq.

Margaret Henn, Esq.

Ms. Nicola Henry-Taylor Esq.

Ms. Susannah Henschel

Sarah Hexem, Esq.

Mr. Garrett Hincken

Ms. Netta Goldberg

Julie S. Goldemberg, Esq.

Linda and Bruce Goldman

Ms. Elizabeth C. Goodell 

     and Ms. Janet Scannell

Ms. Ruthanne Gordon and 

     Mr. John C. Burroughs

Robert and Caryl Gorman

James P. Goslee, Esq.

Gary and Janice Gottesfeld

Jacob Eden and 

     Lydia Gottesfeld

George Gould and 

     Diane Gallagher

Gerry and 

     Gretchen Greenberg

Ellen T. Greenlee, Esq.

Ms. Sarah Griffiths

Mr. Christian Guadalupe

Ms. Adrianne Gunter

Amy E. Hirsch, Esq. and 

     Jessica Robbins

Ms. Dana 

     Hirschenbaum, Esq.

Ms. Anndee Hochman

Kathleen and 

     Andrew Hohenadel

Thomas More Holland, Esq.

Mr. Michael Hollander and 

     Ms. Elizabeth Kahley

Alice Huang, Esq.

Mary P. Hugues, Esq.

Ms. Ashley Humienny

Mary and Howard Hurtig

Kathryn Kolbert, Esq., and 

     Joann M. Hyle, Esq.

Insiyah Jamal

Ms. Dariel I. Jamieson and 

     John Jamieson, Jr., Esq.

Marjorie A. Janoski, Esq.

Jason W. Rubin and 

     Melissa H. Rubin

Zachary Jefferson

Jeffrey Meyers and 

     Joann M. Bruno

Jennifer and 

     Todd Stavrakos

Mr. Jerry C. Johnson

Thomas F. Johnson, Esq.

Ernest E. Jones and 

     Rae Scott Jones

Morgan L. Jones and 

     Dr. Brooke A. Burkey

Mr. and Ms. Michael B. Katz

Ms. Laurel Katz

Mr. Daniel Katzenberg and 

     Ms. Paula R. Barvin

Ms. Shir Keiser

Andrew Kelser, Esq.

Doris H. Kessler and 

     Richard W. Kessler, Esq.

Barry D. Kleban, Esq.

Alan F. Klein, Esq.

Ms. Valerie Klein

Marlene E. Kline, Esq. and 

     Mr. Robert Yablon

Ms. Sarah Kloss and 

     Mr. Hari Palaiyanur

Eve Biskind Klothen and 

     Kenneth L. Klothen

Ms. Lauren Ann Kobylarz 

     and Mr. Alexander 

     Joseph Reif

Itzchak E. Kornfeld, Ph.D.

Mr. Hiroshi Kosaka

David Kraut, Esq. and 

     Ms. Marilyn K. Kraut

Seth F. Kreimer, Esq. and 

     Rabbi Nancy 

     Fuchs-Kreimer

Ms. Muriel B. Kudera

Stuart B. Kurtz, Esq. and 

     Deborah R. Gross, Esq.
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Ms. Beth Labush

Ms. Emily Laclau

Henry I. Langsam, Esq. and 

     Mrs. Leah Langsam

Dr. Winifred Lanoix

Mason Deering and 

     Sandra Mayson

Mr. John Mastrobattista

Honorable Kathryn S. Lewis

Jean Lifter, Esq. and 

     Mr. Sheldon A. Gelman

Susan M. Lin, Esq.
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BLACK SURVIVAL IS BLACK HISTORY
The following was written by Kee Tobar, CLS Director of
Race Equity & Inclusion, for Black History Month 2021

Not too long ago I was asked for an elevator pitch

concerning what Community Legal Services does

within a racial justice context. At first it was hard

to condense the many things we do into an

elevator pitch. After all, we help Black mothers

clear their names from child abuse registries that

judge a Black mother’s care for her child by her

race, zip code, and financial status. We help

Black people keep their homes in a city where

“we buy homes” signs are as prevalent in Black

communities as Eagles fans. We help clear

employment obstacles such as minor records, so

that disproportionately impacted Black people

have a fair shot at securing employment. We do

so many things, but by the end of the

conversation, it dawned on me that the core of

what we do is help the most marginalized Black 

and Brown people survive. We help people live to

fight for another possibility to thrive. This has

been especially true during this pandemic. Public

benefits, tenants’ rights, disability justice, helping

with unemployment compensation and wage

theft, family law, the medical legal partnership, it

is all about helping the most vulnerable people

within the Black Indigenous People of Color

(BIPOC) community survive, and survive with

some semblance of dignity.

Often it is only us and our legal arguments that

stand between swaths of the most vulnerable

people of color and our carnivorous institutions

and systems that feast on Black bodies. In a

country where Black people feel hunted and

unsafe, we fight tooth and nail for our clients’
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access to safety net programs. These programs

often provide the most basic protection from the

potential social catastrophes that stem from

being Black, hungry, and houseless during a

pandemic, amid feverous social unrest.

At our best and most opportune moments, we

help Black people thrive. We create policies that

may change employment opportunities for

generations of Black people, including policies

like Clean Slate. We protect Black wealth by

protecting disproportionately affected Black

homeowners from exorbitant property taxes,

tangled titles, and tax liens. We help Black

entrepreneurs and trade employees obtain

licenses in higher earning trade jobs by

disrupting unnecessary obstacles to licensure

through policy change. In those moments, we are

able to go beyond survival, but a hard truth is

that many of our clients come to us when they

can no longer breathe. Our day-to-day work

consists of helping Black people stand up to

systems that have had their proverbial knee on 

their neck for lifetimes. Often, we must play the

role not of the vanguard, but of the last line of

defense for many Black Philadelphians.

To be clear, this essay is not written to say that

the lawyers, paralegals, social workers, and

administrative staff at Community Legal Services

are Black people’s saviors. Black people have an

enduring legacy of saving themselves in this

country since 1619. Black Philadelphians follow in

that legacy. Also, the white supremacy structures

within the legal practice would never allow us to

be a savior. However, we are the partners at the

end of the road, that stand beside them and

uplift their voices as they make one of the most

remarkable Black histories, which is their survival

story. This is who we are as Community Legal

Services of Philadelphia. This is our promise to

you; to keep fighting alongside you, to keep

uplifting your voice, to continue being your

partner in our combined pursuit for justice,

fairness, and equity for all. 
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During the COVID-19 Pandemic, the Employment Unit at CLS has helped

thousands of Philadelphians access Unemployment Compensation and Pandemic

Unemployment Assistance, as well as defend workers’ rights to paid leave and safe

working conditions. At a time when ideas of employment and security have been

upended, CLS’s lawyers and paralegals have stayed the course and continued the

excellent representation and advocacy that have always defined the Employment

Unit’s work.

This vital commitment to relieving the pressures of the pandemic for our clients

has been matched this past year by the continued drive to break down barriers to

employment. The unemployment benefits we fight for are temporary; the strength

of our collective recovery will depend on eliminating bureaucratic red-tape and

dismantling racist policies that hold so many back from participating fully in the

working economy.

Over a year of advocacy paid off in June 2020 when the state legislature passed an

Occupational Licensing Reform bill that gets rid of outdated criminal record

restrictions that disproportionately blocked Black and Brown workers out of career

opportunities in fields like nursing and cosmetology. Our lawyers lobbied, met with

legislative and administrative staff, drafted and revised language, and reached out

to stakeholders in order to pass Occupational Licensing Reform. Under the new

law, a conviction must be related to the occupation in order to be disqualifying,

and even then, license applicants will have an opportunity to prove that they are fit

to serve in that field.

CLS’s Youth Justice Project team also successfully advocated with the PA State

System of Higher Education (PASSHE) to change their policy of screening college

applicants based on criminal record. After years of advocacy alongside our

grassroots and national partners, PASSHE recently announced they will no longer

inquire about records on their application, an initiative that is part of their

commitment to increasing diversity, equity, and inclusion in the state school

system. Occupational Licensing Reform and PASSHE’s new policy will help

thousands of Pennsylvanians find meaningful careers and join in the economic

recovery from the pandemic.

CLS continues to build on and expand the impact of Pennsylvania’s Clean Slate

Law, which seals old and minor criminal records using automation. One of the

largest barriers to our clients benefitting from Clean Slate was that many owe court

fines and costs on their cases, which made them illegible for sealing. CLS was able

to advocate for an amendment to the law so that owing criminal court debt is no

longer a barrier to record sealing. Since that amendment went into effect, 40

million cases and 61 million offenses have been sealed as of November 2021. Now,

CLS is advocating for Clean Slate to be expanded to allow sealing of drug felony

convictions, a critical policy to combat the harmful impact of the war on drugs and

the opioid epidemic.

BREAKING BARRIERS TO EMPLOYMENT
Tackling the Challenges of the Pandemic and Beyond
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In addition to our cutting-edge criminal records advocacy, CLS is at the forefront of

the fight against barriers to employment caused by being placed on the child

abuse registry. Similar to an arrest record, parents and child care workers are

placed on the child abuse registry because of a mere allegation of abuse and

neglect. Many of our clients are placed on the registry for circumstances like

missing medical appointments, having difficulty caring for medically needy

children, or being blamed for accidents that happen in the home. They are not

automatically provided with a hearing or opportunity to be heard, but rather must

appeal within a short time frame to get off the registry. When able to appeal, the

vast majority of people end up being able to get their records expunged. But those

who do not have notice or are unable to navigate the appeals system can end up

being labeled a “child abuser” for life.

In 2021, CLS released a report detailing the harms the child abuse registry causes to

low-wage workers, and in particular Black and Brown women, who are the most

likely to be working in fields that run child abuse clearances, such as child care and

health care. The report called for significant changes to the registry, including

providing hearings before individuals are placed on the registry and creating a

tiered system so that individuals accused of missing medical appointments are not

treated the same way as people accused of sexual abuse. These calls for reform are

now acting as a catalyst for legislative change. We will keep pushing forward to

dismantle this unjust system that destabilizes families and makes it harder for

them to provide for their children.
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CLS housing unit has expanded its program design and systems change capacity

to fundamentally alter the eviction landscape in Philadelphia. Our groundbreaking

strategy combines three interconnected solutions – eviction diversion, eviction

records protections, and right to counsel for tenants. Together, these three

solutions challenge the current eviction system and increase access to housing

opportunities for low-income Philadelphians facing rental housing insecurity. Each

of the three components of this project are groundbreaking initiatives on their

own, and until now they have not before been done as compliments to each other. 

 

Often, people end up in eviction court over money or relationship issues. The

Eviction Diversion program intervenes in these eviction cases that can be resolved

with some discussion away from the court process. By diverting cases out of court

and offering a supportive process that emphasizes communication and resolution,

more than 90% of landlords and tenants reach a resolution before the point of

eviction. In this way, Eviction Diversion leads to stabilization rather than litigation

and disruptive displacement. Tenants who are able to resolve their issues though a

pre-filing diversion program also avoid a mark on their record that is harmful to

their future housing options.

 

During the height of the pandemic, CLS housing advocates pushed to make

Eviction Diversion mandatory for all eviction cases brought to court for non-

payment of rent. This intervention allowed families whose economic stability was

undermined by the effects of the pandemic to reach a resolution with their

landlords, rather than face eviction or homelessness before they could get back on

their feet. Part of the diversion mandate also required landlords to apply for rental

assistance on behalf of their tenants. This is one of the reasons Philadelphia was

able to effectively distribute almost all of the federal rental assistance funding. The

Eviction Diversion Program was so successful in preventing evictions that

Philadelphia was highlighted as a national model by the U.S. Department of

Housing and Urban Development. 

 

CLS also championed the groundbreaking Renters' Access Act, which prevents

landlords from discriminating against potential tenants based on eviction records

and credit scores alone. Once an eviction is filed against someone in Philadelphia,

that record can be seen by all future landlords, even in situations where the parties

were able to resolve the case in court, where the tenant won, or where the case

was withdrawn. These records can have an adverse effect on tenants when

landlords have blanket bans on renting to people with eviction records. The

Renters' Access Act is an anti-discrimination and race equity tool that will give

thousands of renters a better chance of securing safe, stable housing, particularly

as they recover from the pandemic.

CLS INNOVATES POLICIES AND
PROGRAMS THAT KEEP PEOPLE
SAFE AND IN THEIR HOMES
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After becoming the fourth city in the country to win a right to counsel for tenants

in 2019, CLS and partners in the Philadelphia Eviction Prevention Project are

gearing up for the City’s implementation of the first year of Right to Counsel. Right

to Counsel will provide free legal representation to low-income people in eviction

court and administrative hearings in instances not diverted by mediation. These

are often more complicated cases involving issues of habitability, breach of the

lease, reasonable accommodations, or other legal defenses. Having robust court

representation will ensure a much fairer eviction court and contribute to reducing

housing instability and homelessness in Philadelphia.

 

Because eviction filings in Philadelphia disproportionately affect Black women and

communities of color, Eviction Diversion, Right to Counsel and the Renters' Access

Act are important solutions for decreasing those racial impacts, and promoting

access to justice for Black and Brown Philadelphians.
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     Department of 

     Human Services
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Community Behavioral 

     Health

Division of Housing and 

     Community

     Development

Duffy Fellowship

Eagles Social Justice Fund

Equal Justice Works

Samuel S. Fels Fund

Food Resource & Action 

     Center

Gender Justice Fund

The Horace W. Goldsmith 

     Foundation

Independence Foundation

JPB Foundation

JPMorgan Chase & Co.

W.K. Kellogg Foundation

Lincoln Financial 

      Foundation

Lurie Institute for Disability 

      Policy

The Mayor’s Office of 

     Community 

 Empowerment and 

 Opportunity

New Venture Fund

Oak Foundation

Pennsylvania Commission 

 on Crime and 

 Delinquency

The Pennsylvania IOLTA 

 Board

Pennsylvania Legal Aid 

 Network

The Pennsylvania Housing 

     Affordability and 

     Rehabilitation 

     Enhancement Fund

The Pew Charitable Trusts

Philadelphia Bar 

     Foundation

Philadelphia Corporation 

     for Aging
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The Philadelphia 

 Foundation

Philadelphia Health 

     Partnership

The Philadelphia Poverty 

     Action Fund

The Leo and Peggy Pierce 

     Family Foundation

The PNC Foundation

Protecting Immigrant 

     Families Campaign

Public Health Management 

     Corporation

Skadden Foundation

Spring Point Partners

Tides Center/Alliance for 

     Safety and Justice

United Way of Greater 

     Philadelphia and 

     Southern New Jersey

Wells Fargo Foundation

William Penn Foundation

Art by Gigi Nikpour,
Employment Unit

Paralegal
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Nadeem Bezar, Esq.
Kline & Specter, PC

Dorothy Boykin
DBW Tax Service

Keir Bradford-Grey
Montgomery,
McCracken, Walker &
Rhoads LLP

Valentine Brown, Esq.
Duane Morris LLP

Rep. Donna Bullock,
Esq.
Pennsylvania House of
Representatives

William Cobb

Caitlin G. Coslett, Esq.
Berger Montague

Patrick Devine, Esq.
FISERV

Tom Duffy, Esq.
Duffy + Fulginiti;
Founder, Duffy
Fellowship

FINANCIALS
JULY 01, 2020 - JUNE 31, 2021

BOARD OF DIRECTORS
MEMBERS 2021
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$15,835,105

$1,297,193

Total
Expenses $17,529,488

$397,190

Program
Services

Management
& General

Fundraising

$13,311,701

$4,862,747

$19,819,150

$227,059

$4,943

$1,412,700

Subtotal
Revenue

Contracts &
Grants

Contributions

Attorney Fees

Interest Income

Other Income

$2,289,662

$14,620,246

$14,308,650End of Year

Change in
Assets

Net Assets
Beginning
of Year

REVENUE & OTHER SUPPORT EXPENSES TOTAL ASSETS

Jason Leckerman, Esq.
President
Ballard Spahr LLP

Kimberly Takacs, Esq.
Vice President
Chubb Group

Marisa Tilghman, Esq.
Secretary
The Vanguard Group

Sara B. Richman, Esq.
Treasurer
Troutman Pepper LLP

BOARD
OFFICERS

MEMBERS

Janice Lee

Steve Lee, Esq.
Comcast

Judy L. Leone, Esq.
Dechert LLP

Lauren P. McKenna,
Esq.
Fox Rothschild LLP

Jacquelyn Moncrief

Honorable Annette M.
Rizzo (Ret.)
JAMS

Jeffrey Rosenthal, Esq.
Blank Rome LLP

Dina Schlossberg, Esq.
Regional Housing Legal
Services

Shelly Solomon, Esq.
Fox Rothschild LLP

James P. Faunes, Esq.
Feldman Shepherd
Wohlgelernter Tanner
Weinstock Dodig

Arlene Rivera
Finkelstein, Esq.
Toll Public Interest
Center; University of
Pennsylvania Law
School

Melanie J. Foreman,
Esq.
Marshall Dennehey
Warner Coleman &
Goggin, P.C.

Adrianne Gunter

Bridget Henry
Numbers and Colors
Learning Center

Carlton Johnson, Esq.
Archer Law

John P. Lavelle, Jr.,
Esq. 
Morgan, Lewis &
Bockius LLP

Irv Ackelsberg, Esq.
Langer, Grogan, & Diver,
P.C.

Tiffany Bacon
Defense Logistics

Larry Bendesky, Esq.
Saltz, Mongeluzzi &
Bendesky, P.C



www.clsphila.org | @clsphila 

CENTER CITY OFFICE
1424 Chestnut Street | Philadelphia, PA 19102 | 215.981.3700

NORTH PHILADELPHIA OFFICE
1410 West Erie Avenue | Philadelphia, PA 19140 | 215.227.2400

LOGAN SQUARE LAW CENTER
100 North 18th St., Suite 3400 | Philadelphia, PA 19103 | 267.443.2600

Art courtesy of Molly Pollak,
Communications Associate


