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Dear Friends of 
Community Legal Services,

he past year has been both ex-
citing and challenging, as CLS 
continues to serve as a leader 

in public interest law at the local, 
state, national and even international 
levels. While the core of our work is 
the 14,500 clients we served in our 
Center City and North Philadelphia 
offices, we are also proud of the way 
we leverage our limited resources to 
serve thousands of other vulnerable 
people with similar problems. 

As our organization and our clients 
have faced financial stresses, we 
have found it even more important 
to think carefully about how we can 
most efficiently make a difference 
for the hundreds of thousands of 
Philadelphians who live in poverty. 

These people too often remain  
invisible in the daily lives of most 
area residents. At CLS we see many 
of them every day and work to both 
help them move their lives forward, 
and to make their plight more visi-
ble, and less burdensome, through 
our advocacy. Our goal is to use 
the information we gather from 
helping individuals in our offices 
as well as working with community 
organizations to also make a large-
scale difference for the many we 
do not meet. We do this by provid-
ing practical legal education and 
information, and advocating for 
changes in the systems that affect 
our clients’ lives. 

The culture at CLS encourages  
innovative and aggressive advocacy, 
attracts and keeps excellent staff, and  
connects our work to client needs 
and today’s prevalent issues. This 
year the National Legal Aid and 
Defender Association (NLADA) 
sent a team to CLS to learn about 
how we do our work and maintain
an organization that is a national  

model in the legal aid community. 
Cathy is a national leader herself, 
serving at that level on many in-
fluential boards, task forces and 
committees. Organizations across 
the state and country rely on our 
attorneys for training and advice. 
We even have international impact; 
this year Cathy was part of an ABA 
Section of Litigation team that 
trained legal aid lawyers in Haiti, 
and also accompanied Penn law 
students who were assisting refu-
gees in Jordan with applications 
for admission to the United States. 

You will find details of our statewide 
and local work in the individual  

units’ section of this Annual Report. 
Please read about how we addressed 
the problem of 160,000 Pennsylva-
nians who lost Medicaid coverage 
(including 89,000 children), our 
work to assist low income workers 
facing barriers to employment, our 
struggle to keep more families from 
falling into the trap of predatory 
payday lending, our push to con-
tinue the valuable safety net for 
the disabled provided by General 
Assistance, and much more. These 
are just some of the tremendous  
stories of CLS’ hallmark approach 
to obtain orderly resolutions that 
will allow our clients to move  
forward in their lives.

Our new building, the North Phila-
delphia Law Center, is on time, on 
budget, and expected to open this 
winter. The construction process has 
been an amazing journey with the 
Board, staff, funders and contractors; 
on page 10 you can see photos and 
features of our site. Having a building 
built just for us, in a neighborhood 
where the community desperately 
needs our help, is something CLS 
never dared dream before; it is joyful 
to have the dream come true. We 
look forward to welcoming you to 
step into our new Law Center this 
year, and into a new era in legal aid 
at Broad and Erie and far beyond.

Thank you for all of your invaluable 
support of our work.
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“… we leverage our limited resources to 
serve thousands of other vulnerable 
people with similar problems.”

Catherine C. Carr
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or years Cheryl Springs had 
been paying her rent and 
had the receipts to prove it. 
She was shocked when she 
began to receive eviction no-

tices alleging that she owed $1,400 
for rent and water bills. Ms. Springs 
knew she had to find a way to save 
her family from wrongful eviction.

“My daughter has cerebral palsy, 
and she can’t walk or talk. Why 
would I not pay rent? We’d be in 
the street. And I have grandbabies. 
I can’t do that to them. I have to 
take care of my family.”

Although Ms. Springs showed all 
of her payment receipts to her 

landlord, she continued to receive 
eviction notices and harassing 
phone calls. Ms. Springs’ landlord 
also broke the terms of her lease 
by sending her water bills for the 
full amount, instead of the usage 
amount. Fearing eviction, Ms. 
Springs came to CLS for help.  

Ms. Springs ultimately decided to 
move into another unit. Her at-
torney, Michael Donahue, helped  
negotiate a judgment by agreement 

so Ms. Springs could vacate her 
apartment without having to pay 
anything. 

Community Legal Services “listened 
to me made me feel like I really had 
someone on my side. I thank them 
so much.”

Ms. Springs is about to move into 
her new home, and she is grateful 
for the help she received.

“If you know you’re right, don’t quit. Just hang in there. 
It hurt so much because my children saw me crying, 
and my grandbabies saw me crying, and I don’t like that.  
But they’re relying on me. I knew I had to hang in there.”

    My daughter   has cerebral palsy. She can’t walk or talk. 

                                 Why would I not pay rent?
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Feldman & Pinto†
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Messa & Associates	
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	 Walker & Rhoads, LLP	
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	N adel LLP	
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Precise, Inc	
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*$300 per attorney
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C L S  Awa r d s

Louis S. Rulli 
Champion of Justice Award 
Practice Professor of  
Law and Clinical Director 
University of Pennsylvania  
Law School 
June 2012

Deborah Holden 
Equal Justice Award 
Technical Assistant 
Family Advocacy Unit 
Community Legal Services 
June 2012

Daniel N. Reisman 
Equal Justice Award  
Eckert Seamans Cherin  
& Mellott, LLC 
June 2012

Sharon Dietrich 
ACLU Pioneer Award  
Presented by the American  
Civil Liberties Union
January 2012

The Employment Unit 
Human Rights Award to  
a Nonprofit Organization 
Presented by the  
Philadelphia Commission  
of Human Relations 
October 2011

George D. Gould 
David Bryson Award 
Presented by the National  
Housing Law Project 
October 2011  

Maripat Pileggi 
The Emily Liftig Saslow  
Public Interest Fund Award 
Presented by the  
University of Pennsylvania  
Law School Public Interest  
Committee 
Fall 2011

Jennifer Schultz 
2012 Unsung Heroes 
Presented by the  
Legal Intelligencer 
February 2012

Thu B. Tran 
Philadelphia Bar 
Foundation Award 
Presented by the  
Philadelphia Bar Foundation 
November 2011  
 
Senior Attorney  
Sabbatical Award 
Presented by the 
Independence Foundation
June 2012

Rebecca Vallas 
30 Under 30:  
Law and Policy 
Presented by Forbes 
December 2011

Pam Walz 
2012 PLAN Excellence Award 
Presented by the  
Pennsylvania Legal  
Aid Network 
March 2012

John Whitelaw 
2012 Unsung Heroes 
Presented by the  
Legal Intelligencer 
February 2012

Suzanne Young 
Top Women Lawyers in NE 
Presented by Amtrak  
Arrive Magazine 
August 2011  

2011–2012 

Awards
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       “I was staying at home and being  treated  for 
		     ptsd and some flash backs that I had  during the war.”



hen the GA program was cut, 
Mr. Ho was devastated. His 

budget was already tight and his 
son often had to help him make 
ends meet. 

“I was staying at home and being 
treated for PTSD and some flash 
backs that I had during the war.”

Although, Mr. Ho’s disabilities 
should have qualified him for Sup-
plemental Security Income (SSI) 
benefits, he was initially rejected for 
SSI and had to rely instead on GA 
for $205 monthly as his only income. 

After Mr. Ho turned to CLS for 
help, his attorney, Rebecca Vallas, 
represented him at a hearing and 
won his case. Mr. Ho felt anxious 
about having to appear in front of 
a judge.

“Rebecca was very kind and gentle 
to me…I am very grateful for all 
her help. She was very professional 
and work[ed] very hard to help on 
my case…” 

While researching the case, Ms. Val-
las learned that Mr. Ho had not told 
the Social Security Administration 
about his PTSD. She helped him to 
get records documenting his PTSD 
and depression. The SSI benefits 
that Mr. Ho now receives allow him 
to better support his family and 
meet monthly expenses like rent, 
bills, and transportation.

“Now, we can pay for our needs and 
feel good about it.” 

  

Vietnam veteran Huan Ho relied on Pennsylvania’s General Assistance 
(GA) program to fulfill his and his wife’s most basic needs—groceries, 
rent, and a few SEPTA tokens—because Mr. Ho was unable to work.
 

       “I was staying at home and being  treated  for 
		     ptsd and some flash backs that I had  during the war.”

Attorney Rebecca Vallas

c o m m u n i t y  l e g a l  s e r v i c e s  :  o 7



o8  :  ANNUAL REPORT 2012

Rose Candelario
Rose Candelario and her husband, Raleigh Blythe, were 

shocked to find their house on a list of foreclosures—

particularly since they had been making 

regular mortgage payments. They found 

out that they had been tricked into 

taking out a predatory loan, which 

included a $15,000 balloon payment 

that the bank did not 

disclose to them.

$15,000
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“We didn’t know any-

thing about predatory 

loans. I didn’t even 

know what a balloon 

loan was and how it 

worked. I thought in 

15 years, the loan was 

supposed to be paid 

in full. We didn’t know 

there was going to be 

a balance.”

he threat of losing their home 
was made more stressful be-

cause Mrs. Candelario was recov-
ering from a stroke and couldn’t 
work. Having known people who 
were helped by CLS in the past, 
Mrs. Candelario turned to CLS for 
help. Monty Wilson, her attorney, 
immediately recognized that the 
bank violated the Federal Truth  
in Lending Act, which requires 
lenders to practice full disclosure. 

Although the case took two years  
to settle, Mr. Wilson remained ded-
icated and diligent, and eventually 
won Mrs. Candelario and Mr. Blythe 
damages in the original amount of 
the loan. Throughout the process, 
Mr. Wilson reassured Mrs. Candelar-
io that they had a good case, even 
though the bank fought hard to 
foreclose on them. 

“Monty told us not to be afraid  
because he felt the loan we had 
wasn’t right. We didn’t know exactly 
what the outcome would be, but he 
was very reassuring.”

Mr. Wilson also helped Mrs. Can-
delario to become more informed 
about the situation, answering all 
of her questions and helping her 
understand the process. In the end, 
the Mrs. Candelario and Mr. Blythe 
were able to keep their home. 

“It was a huge relief. I thought, 
‘Gosh, we don’t have to lose our 
home. It’s OUR home now. Nobody 
can take it away from us.’”



was paramount in the design of the new space. 
We were careful to create a space that ensures 
that clients can safely navigate the building, meet 
privately with CLS staff, and know that they will 
be well-represented, and their issues respected.”

—Catherine C. Carr 
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“Access to justice
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the North Philadelphia Law Center 
(NPLC) will have grown from an 
empty lot to a beautiful, modern  
office building. This winter, 38 staff 
members, including 16 attorneys,  
will occupy this serene, light-filled 
space, thoughtfully designed to be 
an ideal setting for our work. Over 
5,300 clients came through our doors 
on North Broad Street last year, and 
we are excited about serving them in 
our new home. The NPLC is a con-
crete expression of CLS’ investment 
in the neighborhood we serve.

Access to justice was paramount in 
the design of the new space. We were 

careful to create a space that ensures 
that clients can safely navigate the 
building, meet privately with CLS 
staff, and know that they will be 
well-represented, and their issues 
respected. The NPLC is fully ADA- 
accessible, has many environmen-
tally sensitive features including  
a green roof, and encompasses 
amenities that support our staff in 
the variety of work they do, from 
strong representation of clients and  
issues to community outreach and 
education.

To generate the necessary funds 
for the new building, CLS held its 
first capital campaign, “Stand Up  
for Justice,” chaired by Board 

members Edward F. Chacker and 
Joseph A. Tate. At this writing, public 
and private sources have given 90%  
of goal and gifts are still coming. It is 
inspiring to witness the generosity of 
donors who believe in the vision to 
maintain a neighborhood law office 
in North Philadelphia. Over 80% of 
CLS’ staff and 100% of CLS’ Board 
of Directors supported the project, 
demonstrating how strongly the 
spirit of the North Philadelphia Law 
Center resonates with people who 
are connected with CLS every day. 
Leadership gifts came from the legal 
and business communities, as well  
as significant support from the  
Commonwealth and City.

By the time you read this,

Fast Facts
Location: 1410 Erie Avenue
Size of building: 18,500 s.f.
Cost: $8.5 million

Funding sources:
• �52% from city and state 

grants
• 22% New Markets Tax Credit
• �26% from foundations,  

businesses, and individuals

Special features of the NPLC:
• Fully ADA-accessible
• �Green roof – vegetation  

reduces both stormwater 
runoff and heating/cooling 
costs

• All offices have windows 
• �Conference rooms have  

floor-to-ceiling windows
• �Secure bike rack and  

showers for commuters
• �Goal of LEED Gold  

Certification
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Aging and Disabilities Unit 
specializes in representing seniors and 
people with disabilities in a wide range 
of public benefits and consumer mat-
ters, including challenges to denials of 

Medicaid, Medicare, or disability benefits, decisions by 
managed care organizations to deny care, and violations 
of residents’ rights and quality-of-care requirements in 
nursing homes and personal care homes.

Homeownership/Consumer Unit 
represents homeowners in disputes, resi-
dential mortgage foreclosures, fraudulent 
consumer practices, and issues with bank-
ing or check-cashing agencies. The unit 

uses advocacy and litigation to address the predatory 
lending crisis, abusive mortgage practices, and other fringe 
banking issues.

Employment Unit 
represents clients with employment- 
related problems, including claims on 
fair wages, family and medical leave, 
discrimination, and barriers to em-

ployment. The unit advocates at the national and 
state levels on low-income workers’ rights issues such 
as maintaining the protections of the unemployment 
compensation system.

Energy Unit
works to keep the utilities on for  
families by protecting the rights of low- 
income utility customers on service 
and payment issues, representing 

group clients on utility rate change cases and serving 
as the Public Advocate in representing all Philadelphia 
Gas Works residential customers.

 legal		   units 

Each unit

 when it sees 
problems that affect 
many of our clients

on legal issues to
clients, professionals, 

and advocates.

represents

individual 
clients

works on

changing 
policy

provides

community
education

      

 

 
specializing in 

particular areas of 

civil poverty law.

Community Legal Services 

has 



Family Advocacy Unit 
advocates for parents to keep their 
children at home or have them  
returned from foster care to a safe 
home, and provides assistance and 

training to other family advocates. The unit moni-
tors and advocates for improvements in dependency 
court and foster care.

Housing Unit 
represents private, public, and sub-
sidized housing tenants in matters 
involving eviction, illegal lockouts, 
and substandard housing. The unit 

also uses systems advocacy and litigation to address 
issues ranging from lead paint elimination, to fed-
eral housing policy changes, to tenant eviction laws.

Language Access Project 
works to ensure that Community  
Legal Services is accessible to  
Philadelphia communities with lim-
ited or no English speaking ability, 

and that legal issues specific to this population are 
addressed. Advocates enforce laws which require 
that interpretation and services be provided where 
necessary for these communities to access public 
services and the court system.

Public Benefits Unit 
represents clients facing the denial or 
termination of health care benefits or 
public assistance. The unit provides 
education and outreach services, and 

advocates on welfare, disability, and healthcare  
issues. The unit includes the Advocating on Behalf  
of Children Project, which helps disabled children  
access disability benefits and medical care.

c o m m u n i t y  l e g a l  s e r v i c e s  :  1 3

                The Philadelphia  
Bar Association established CLS  
as an independent 501(c)(3) 
organization to provide free 
legal services, in civil matters,  
to low-income Philadelphians.

Since its founding in 1966,  
CLS has served more than  
one million clients who could  
not afford to pay for legal 
representation and who would 
have faced a variety of devas-
tating ends without dedicated, 
knowledgeable attorneys on  
their side.

In 1966,
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“I’m trying to begin a  
new chapter of my life.                              
I’m trying to stay on the right side  
of the law, do positive things, and  
work to take care of my family.”
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Ms. Lackey needed help to expunge 
her criminal record so that she could 
work and become self-sufficient. Four 
minor offenses, all more than a de-
cade old, were holding her back from 
obtaining reliable employment. 

“[When applying for jobs] Some 
employers automatically turned 
me away. They looked at me like 
I committed the crime right then 
and there… It really hurt me and 
affected my family.” 

Other times, Ms. Lackey would gain 
employment, only to have her job 
terminated once employers found 
out about her past mistakes. 

Willing and able to work, Ms. Lackey 
turned to CLS for help. CLS attorney 
Sharon Dietrich helped Ms. Lackey 
apply for an expungement of her  

record. Ms. Dietrich believed that 
Ms. Lackey had a strong case, and 
aided her without judgment. With 
CLS fighting for her, Ms. Lackey 
gained the strength to fight for 
herself.  

A pardon for Ms. Lackey is expected 
in the next few months, and although 
she is currently working to pay her 
bills, a pardon will give her even  
better job opportunities and allow 
her to achieve her career goals in 
a more significant way. Working 
with CLS inspired Ms. Lackey to 
become an advocate for others in 
her situation, and to live her life 
with newfound optimism. 

“I’m really looking forward to better 
times, a better situation, and better 
opportunities, while still remaining 
humble and thankful.”

for a career where she can help people and provide 

for her family in a meaningful way. Clean and  

sober for 13 years, Ms. Lackey is pursuing her goal 

of becoming a Certified Nurse’s Assistant. 

Capreece Lackey is striving

“I’m trying to begin a  
new chapter of my life.                              
I’m trying to stay on the right side  
of the law, do positive things, and  
work to take care of my family.”
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Judith Bernstein-Baker, Esq.
Edward G. Biester, Esq.
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	 Mrs. Jodi S. Caputo
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Mr. John P. Caskey and  
	 Ms. Janet F. Ginzberg
Charles B. Casper, Esq.
Mrs. Susan Catherwood  
	 and Mr. Cummins  
	C atherwood, Jr.
Mr. John Chaney
Fernando Chang-Muy, Esq.  
	 and Mr. Leonard Rieser

Drs. Melvin J. and Gloria T.  
	C hisum
City of Philadelphia
Professor Roger S. Clark and 	
	 Professor Amelia H. Boss
Theodore T. Clattenburg, Jr.,  
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Mr. John U. Coates
Ms. Michelle Coates
Ms. Kimberly M. Coe
Ms. Michele F. Cohen and  
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	 Mrs. Sheila B. Connor
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J. Gordon Cooney, Jr., Esq.
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Mr. David Dlugosz
Michael T. Donahue
Diana S. Donaldson, Esq.
Michael D. Donovan, Esq.  
	 and Ann Miller, Esq.
Mr. Leonard A. Dopkins
Mr. Daniel C. Drecksage and  
	 Ms. Leslie A. Sudock
Ms. Anna M. Durbin and  
	 Mr. Peter Goldberger
Ms. Mary Kaye Edwards
James Eiseman, Jr., Esq. and  
	 Mrs. Cynthia J. Eiseman
James D. Epstein, Esq.
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William H. Ewing, Esq. and  
	 Mrs. Anne C. Ewing
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William P. Fedullo, Esq.
Mr. Patrick J. Feeley
Marc A. Feller, Esq.
Nan E. Feyler, Esq.
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph M. Field
Mr. Daniel Fife and Mrs.  
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Arlene R. Finkelstein
Ms. JoAnne Fischer and  
	 Mr. Eric Hoffman
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Ms. Edith H. Furstenberg
Ms. Diane Galeone
Ms. Sally Gilbert
Mary-Jo B. Gilsdorf, Esq.
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Professor Theresa Glennon 
	 and Professor Jeffrey  
	D unoff
Mr. Jerrold Gold
Ms. Sylvia J. Goldsmith
Dr. Jeremiah Goldstein and  
	 Ms. Varley S. Paul
Katherine Gomez, Esq.
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Ms. Madeline Hoch
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Mr. William H. Johnson
Jason R. Jones, Esq.
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Cary Joshi, Esq. and  
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Ms. Kathleen M. Karhnak
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Dr. Richard and Linda Katz
Mr. Daniel Katzenberg and  
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Kirsten E. Keefe, Esq.
Mr. Frank Killian and  
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Mr. Myron Landau and  
	 Ms. Dorothy Landau
Mr. Timothy W. Lau

1 6  :  ANNUAL       RE  P ORT    2 0 1 2

D o n o rs



Mr. Lance E. Laver and Ms.  
	 Mary Sweetland Laver
Judy L. Leone, Esq.
The Honorable Benjamin  
	 Lerner
Andrew J. Levander, Esq. and  
	 Ms. Carol Loewenson
Christine C. Levin, Esq.
Ms. Dalia R. Levine and 
	 Mr. Mike Weiss
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Ms. Ilene Lieberman-Burak
King Liem and Lanny Ang  
	T hong
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	 Ms. Nancy Nance
Benjamin R. Neilson/The  
	C ressida Fund
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Ms. Patricia Normile
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Mr. G. Daniel O’Donnell
Michael P. O’Hare, Esq.
Maureen Olives, Esq.
Nicholas E. Orlyk, Esq.
Alyson M. Oswald, Esq.
Ms. Evelyn Pankey
Ms. Janet Parrish
Ms. Patricia M. Patterson
Pennsylvania Legal Aid  
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Ms. Ruth Perlmutter
Ms. Anna Perng
Sanford L. Pfeffer, Esq.
Philadelphia Bar Association
Philadelphia Human  
	R elations Commission
Ms. Celeste T. Phillips
Mr. and Mrs. Ralph S. Pinkus
PLSU-NOLSW-UAW  
	 Local 2320
Carol L. Press, Esq. and  
	 Mr. Edward G. Biester
Joseph A. Prim, Jr., Esq.
Carl S. Primavera, Esq.
Ms. Valerie Pringle
Ms. Renee A. Puckett
David B. Pudlin, Esq.
Honorable Nitza I. Quinones
Mr. and Mrs. Michael J. Quirk
Amber Racine, Esq.
Mr. Spencer Rand
Mr. Michael Rausch
Abraham C. Reich, Esq.
Robert J. Reinstein, Esq.
Curtis R. Reitz, Esq. and Ms. 	
	 Judith Nichols Renzulli
Professor Florence W.  
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Carmen John Romano, Esq.
Mr. Joshua H. Romirowsky
Ms. Lori J. Rosenkopf
Louis S. Rulli, Esq.
Rust Consulting, Inc.
Daniel Safer, Ph.D.
Marilynn Sager, Esq.
Mr. and Mrs. George Salkin
Roberta Sampson, Esq.
Karen W. Sanders
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Michael and Rachel Schade
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Dr. and Mrs. Irving Schneider
Jill Schneider, M.D.
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	S usan L. DeJarnatt, Esq.
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Lynda A. Schwechtje
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David A. Searles, Esq.
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Mr. and Mrs. Andrew Serling
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	 Mr. Stuart Bogom
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Ms. Marci E. Sideman Miller
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Doug Simon
Amy Sinden, Esq. and  
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Mr. Thomas E. Smith
Mr. Henry J. Sommer and  
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Ms. Liz Spikol
Mr. Laurence J. Spitzer
Ms. Roberta L. Steele
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Michael L. Temin, Esq.
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Ms. Carol Thomson
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Ms. Vesna Todorovic Sacks
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Joseph Z. Traub, Esq.
Thane C. J. Trotman, Esq.
Stella M. Tsai, Esq.
Ms. Louise Y. Tukey
Ms. Heather M. Turnbach
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Ruth S. Uselton, Esq.
Paul M. Uyehara, Esq.
Ellen Josephson Vargyas, Esq.
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Jo-Ann M. Verrier, Esq. and  
	 Mr. Mark C. McGuire
Ms. Sharon Voelzke
Ms. Kathleen L. Wallace
Sharon K. Wallis, Esq.
Travis W. Wanner
Jamie M. Ware
Mr. and Mrs. Fares  
	 Washington
Ms. Gloria Watts
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Mr. David B. Webster
Mr. Maurice A. Weeks
Karen Kress Weisbord, Esq.
Harry Weiss, Esq.
Mr. Jonathan A. Weiss and  
	 Ms. Abigail Wolf
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John S. Whitelaw, Esq.
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Richard P. Wild, Esq.
Nia M. Wilson, Esq.
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	 and Mrs. Mims M.  
	 Zabriskie
Thomas E. Zemaitis
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Green Tree Community  
	 Health Foundation
Harry and Esther Brown  
	C haritable Foundation
Independence Foundation
MAZON: A Jewish Response  
	 to Hunger
The November Fund
Open Society Foundations
The Patricia Kind Family  
	 Foundation
The Peggy Browning Fund
Pennsylvania Interest on  
	 Lawyers Trust Account  
	 Board
The  Pew Charitable Trusts
Philadelphia Bar Foundation
Philadelphia Corporation  
	 for Aging
The  Philadelphia Foundation
The PNC Foundation
Public Interest Law  
	 Foundation, Columbia  
	 Law School
Elizabeth B. and Arthur E.   
	R oswell Foundation, Inc.
Samuel S. Fels Fund
Schwab Charitable Fund
Skadden Fellowship  
	 Foundation
Stoneleigh Foundation
United Way of Central  
	I ndiana
United Way of New York City
United Way of Southeast  
	D elaware County United 
Way of Southeastern  
	 Pennsylvania
Valentine Foundation
Verizon Foundation
The William Penn  
	 Foundation
     

Cy Pres
Berger & Montague, P.C.
Eduardo C. Robreno
Flitter, Lorenz, P.C.
Francis & Mailman, PC 
     

Arbitration Donors
Jacqueline M. Carolan
Edward F. Chacker
Francis P. Devine
Gregory J. Hannon
Emmanuel O. Iheukwumere
Samuel H. Israel
Mary Ann Knight
Stuart Leon
Jerry Lyons
Daniel C. Moraglia
Kenneth L. Mullen
Charles A. O’Connell
Dion G. Rassias

Susan Riechelson
Peter D. Schneider
David E. Sternberg
     

Gifts In Honor
Robert Ballenger
Richard Burks
Alyson M. Oswald

Michael Carroll
Enid H. Adler
Aaron C. Finestone
Ralph S. Pinkus

CLS Housing Unit,
	C LS Consumer Unit,  
	 and CLS Clients
Judy F. Berkman

Sharon Dietrich
Alice W. Ballard
Stuart R. Bass
John Stember

Deborah Freedman
Bathsheba A. Freedman

Kenneth Frohlich
Jerrold Gold

Janet F. Ginzberg
Barbara J. Baur
Charles F. Forer
David Ginzberg

George Gould
Jeffrey Meyers
Florence W. Roisman

Jordana L. Greenwald, Esq.
	 and Edward Tompsett,  
	E sq.
Paul Greenwald

Louise Hayes
Louise Y. Tukey

Amy Hirsch
Drexel University College  
	 of Medicine

Michael Hollander
Sally Gilbert
Matthew Hollander
Ronald Hollander

Haverford House Fellows
Mary Kaye Edwards

Marge Janoski
Jeffrey Meyers
Carlton Johnson
Selma Bell

Linda Ware Johnson
Fares Washington

Sarah Katz
Richard I. Katz

Sarah Katz, David Love and 	
	 Micah Katz Love
Dalia R. Levine

Lauren Kobylarz
Anne Kobylarz
Heather McDaniel

Rachel Labush
Beth Labush

Brendan P. Lynch
William H. Johnson
Denise E. Lynch

Brenda Marrero
Brianna Frazier-Freiheit

Patty McGlone
Joanne Isaac

Gerald A. McHugh, Jr.
Mary Glenn

Colleen Normile
Patricia Normile

Orlyk, Hammer, Rakay, 
	 Parker, Watters, Fedyk,  
	C asselton and Walton  
	 Families
Nicholas E. Orlyk

Carol Horne Penn
Marc A. Feller
Edwin C. Horne

Kevin Peter
Patrick J. Feeley
Heather McDaniel

Mary Richardson Graham
John D. Graham

Lou Rulli
Michele F. Cohen

Peter Schneider
Norman G. Schneider
Zola D. Schneider
Carl B. Strehlke

Mark Schwartz
Judy F. Berkman

Norma L. Shapiro
Katherine K. Hastings

Autherine Smith and  
	D avid Scholl
David A. Searles

Kerry Smith
Myron Landau
Thomas E. Smith

Laura Smith
Kathleen L. Wallace

Jonathan Stein
Ruth Perlmutter
Florence W. Roisman

Janet and Seymour Stotland
Irma S. Lustig

Carol Thomson
Edward G. McCarthy

Thu Tran
Helen Kim
Lauren D. Sustersic

Rebecca Vallas
Leonard A. Dopkins

Vicky, Josie & Jackie
Thomas D. Sutton

Richard Weishaupt
John S. McVeigh

John Whitelaw
Katherine Frazer
Bassil M. Kublaoui
Vesna Todorovic Sacks

Suzanne Young
Stuart R. Bass

Kay Yu
Gerald Kita
Thomas T. Loder
     

Gifts In Memoriam
June Axinn
Sidney Axinn

Paul Brooks
Mary T. Brewster
Margaret K. Brooks
George D. Gould
Joan E. Halbert
Carol E. Juza
Frank Killian
Peter Schneider
PLSU-NOLSW-UAW  
	 Local 2320

John W. Carr, III
Esther K. Carr

Mark Comisky, Esq.
Law Offices of Arline Jolles  
	 Lotman

Renee Dinein
Zola D. Schneider

James O. Freedman
Bathsheba A. Freedman
Robert A. Gorman

Dianne Greitzer
Martin Greitzer

Donald P. Hayes
Leslie A. Hayes

Albert Raymond Johnson
Sharon Humble

Paul Lodico
John Stember

Ezra Katz Love
Dalia R. Levine

Jim Lafferty
Kirsten E. Keefe

Marvin Nadel
Irma S. Lustig

Claire Parker
Raymond S. Parker
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Professor Clyde Summers
Gloria Watts

Howard Thorkelson
Laurence Lavin

Sidney Toporek
Rosalind T. Kaplan

Judith Ann Torrey
Raymond J. Torrey
     

2011 5K 
Sponsors + In-kind
Ballard Spahr LLP
Carson Group International  
	 (CGI Racing)
Clear Channel Radio
Document Technologies, LLC
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Fracture LLC
Hangley Aronchick Segal &  
	 Pudlin
Keep Philadelphia Beautiful
Kelly & Partners
Kessler Topaz Meltzer &  
	C heck, LLP
LexisNexis
Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP
Navigant
Philadelphia Runner
Reliable Copy
The Legal Intelligencer
The Montgomery Benefits  
	 Group
Thomson Reuters
Veritext
Wawa
WestlawNext
     

Capital Campaign
Regina Austin
Rahat N. Babar
Jeanne M. Boone
Mary T. Brewster
Michael J. Carroll
John P. Caskey
Nancy Cedeno
Chimicles & Tikellis LLP
Bart D. Cohen
Willia M. Coleman
Commonwealth of  
	 Pennsylvania—DCED
Conrad O’Brien PC
Kathleen Creamer, Esq. and  
	T homas Klemm, Esq.
Verivel (Betty) Cruz
Kristen Dama and Jacob Nagy
David E. Francis
Francis & Mailman, PC
Katherine Frazer
George D. Gould
William T. Hangley
Marilyn Heffley
Robert C. Heim
Jean C. Hemphill
Nadia Hewka
Amy E. Hirsch, Esq. and  
	 Ms. Jessica Robbins
Leandre and Vinta Jackson
Carlton L. Johnson
Kathleen M. Karhnak
Sarah Katz
Saly Kay
Lauren A. Kobylarz
Judy L. Leone
Andrew J. Levander
Ilene Lieberman-Burak
Law Office of Michael LiPuma
Yvette Long
Brendan P. Lynch
Eugene D. McGurk
Dean Nance
Thoai Nguyen
G. D. O’Donnell
Raymond S. Parker
David B. Pudlin
Michele L. Reese
Benjamin D. Salvina
Jennifer Schultz
Lynda A. Schwechtje
Carole Smith
Kerry Smith, Esq. and  
	R ue Landau, Esq.
Henry J. Sommer
Jonathan M. Stein
Jacqueline D. Testa
Belle Tilson
David K. Trevaskis
Linda Ware-Johnson
Richard P. Weishaupt, Esq. 		
	 and Carolyn L. Daffron
John S. Whitelaw

Richard P. Wild
Beverly A. Williams
Suzanne J. Young
Irv Ackelsberg, Esq. and  
	 Patricia A. Urevick
Wesley C. Allen
Esther Alvarez
American Bar Association
Maribel Aviles
Linda Bernstein
Allen D. Black
Michael A. Bloom
Barry H. Boise
Michael S. Bomstein
Dennisse J. Bones-Santiago
Martin K. Brigham
Vanita Brown
Catherine C. Carr, Esq. and  
	 Mr. Louis Tannen
Edward F. Chacker
City of Philadelphia
David L. Cohen, Esq. and  
	 Mrs. Rhonda R. Cohen
Commonwealth of 
	 Pennsylvania—Office of  
	 the Budget
Aida Cruz
Sonia E. Cruz
A. R. DeCaro
Sharon Dietrich
Michael D. Donovan, Esq. and 	
	A nn Miller, Esq.
Thomas J. Duffy
Justine Elliot
Diana M. Espinal
Enrique Esquivel
Steven B. Feirson
Alan M. Feldman
Feldman, Shepherd,  
	 Wohlgelernter, Tanner,  
	 Weinstock & Dodig
Arlene R. Finkelstein
Brian P. Flaherty
Karen L. Forman
Deborah L. Freedman
Michael Froehlich, Esq. and  
	 Ms. Susanna Gilbertson
William E. Gibbons
The Horace W.  Goldsmith  
	 Foundation
Katherine Gomez
Elizabeth C. Goodell
Harold I. Goodman
Dwayne Green
Jane C. Greenspan
Jeffrey S.  Gross, Attorney  
	 at Law
Priscilla Hamilton Munroe
Cynthia Harmon
Louise Hayes and  
	D avid Tukey
Charles P. Hehmeyer
Noe Hernandez
Deborah E. Holden

Carol Horne Penn, Esq. and  
	 Mr. Ken Penn
Innova
Wayne Jacobs
Marjorie A. Janoski
Henry A. Jefferson
Kline & Specter, P.C.
John P. Lavelle
Timothy R. Lawn
Jason A. Leckerman
Charisse R. Lillie
Michael D. LiPuma
S. G. Litvin
Brenda Marrero
Martin Banks
Gerald A. McHugh, Jr., Esq.  
	 and Ms. Maureen Tate
Walter T. Mills
Henry N. Nassau
Nonprofit Finance Fund
Leanette Ortiz
Carl Oxholm
Lily Rivera
Kevin and Nancy Peter
Rasheedah Phillips
Josie Pickens
Peter Pinnola
Pond Lehocky Stern  
	 Giordano
Raynes McCarty in memory  
	 of Arthur Raynes
Stephen E. Raynes
Mary and Patrick  
	R ichardson Graham
Millie Rodriguez
Michael C. Ruffin
Louis S. Rulli, Esq. and  
	 Mrs. Carolyn C. Rulli
Dov and Cara Sacks
Peter D. Schneider, Esq. and  
	S usan L. DeJarnatt, Esq.
Mark S. Schwartz
Elizabeth Shapiro
Barbara T. Sicalides, Esq. and  
	 Michael T. Bowen, Esq.
Lili L. Smack
Bernard W. Smalley
Erica J. Smith-Klocek
Joseph A. Sullivan
Robin B. Switzenbaum
Lauren Talarico
Joseph A. Tate
Arnold Feldman and  
	T hu Tran
Thane C. Trotman
Rebecca Vallas
Lisa Verges Dunlop
Pamela Walz
Abigail Whitt
Willig, Williams & Davidson
	 Montgomery Wilson
Daryl W. Winston
Thomas E. Zemaitis
Eve B. Klothen
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Revenue 

Grants & Contracts...................................................................$7,045,654 

Charitable Contributions........................................................$2,308,768 

Change in Net Assets.................................................................. $707,478 

Attorney Fees.................................................................................$233,607 

Interest Income.................................................................................$37,879 

Other Revenue....................................................................................$7,240 

TOTAL REVENUE....................................................................$10,340,626

Expenses 

Salaries........................................................................................... $6,415,725 

Employee Benefits.................................................................... $2,034,100 

Space Costs......................................................................................$715,387 

Consultants & Contractors........................................................$399,637 

Equipment-Related........................................................................ $82,299 

Supplies..............................................................................................$40,872 

Travel....................................................................................................$38,986 

Other Costs....................................................................................$498,093 

Total Expenses Before Depreciation...............................$10,225,099 

Depreciation & Amortization...................................................... $67,086 

TOTAL EXPENSES....................................................................$10,292,185 

 

 

NET REVENUE OVER EXPENSES:............................................$48,441

our Mission 
 

Community Legal  
Services (CLS)  
of Philadelphia  
helps low-income  

Philadelphia residents 
obtain equal access  

to justice by providing 
them with advice and 

representation in  
civil legal matters;  

advocating for their  
legal rights; and  

conducting community 
education about the  

legal issues that  
affect them.

July 1, 2011 – June 30, 2012



Co-chairs
Joseph A. Tate, Esq.
Dechert LLP

Marilyn Heffley, Esq.
Reed Smith LLP

Gerald A. McHugh, Jr., Esq.
Raynes McCarty

Members
Michael J. Boni, Esq.
Boni and Zack LLC

Edward F. Chacker, Esq.
Gay, Chacker & Mittin

Stephen J. Driscoll, Esq.
Saul Ewing LLP

Alan M. Feldman, Esq.
Feldman Shepherd  
Wohlgelernter Tanner Weinstock & 	
	D odig LLP

Laura A. Feldman, Esq.
Feldman & Pinto

Nancy J. Gellman, Esq.
Conrad O’Brien PC

William T. Hangley, Esq.
Hangley Aronchick Segal & Pudlin

Joanne C. Lewers, Esq.
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP

Roberta D. Liebenberg, Esq.
Fine, Kaplan, & Black RPC

Barbara T. Sicalides, Esq.
Pepper Hamilton LLP

Joseph A. Sullivan, Esq.
Pepper Hamilton LLP

Dennis R. Suplee, Esq.
Schnader, Harrison, Segal & Lewis 	
	 LLP
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1424 Chestnut Street
Philadelphia, PA 19102-2505

Center City Office
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Main Phone Number: 215-981-3700
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Philadelphia, PA 19140-4136

Main Phone Number: 215-227-2400

For more than 40 years, Community Legal Services of Philadelphia has provided 

the highest quality legal assistance to low-income Philadelphians who cannot 

afford legal counsel when they most need it. Created by the Philadelphia Bar 

Association in 1966, CLS is widely recognized as one of the most sophisticated, 

respected legal services programs in the nation. It is also one of the largest and 

most experienced.  In the past year alone, CLS has helped more than 14,500 

Philadelphians, fighting consumer fraud and predatory lending, preventing 

homelessness, ensuring fair treatment in the workplace, and protecting women, 

children and the elderly. Since inception, CLS has served well over a million 

individuals at what is often the most critical time of their lives.
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