


That’s the reality our clients bring to us, every day. 

When the line starts forming outside our doors before our staff

arrives in the morning, the people waiting to see CLS attorneys

know they didn’t get into their situations overnight, and they

usually know the solutions won’t be instant. 

In this annual report, we’d like to introduce you to some of our 

clients’ stories, and the often complex paths to their conclusions. 

PLA provides free civil legal services to Philadelphia’s 
low-income community as a Legal Services Corporation
grantee. Full-time attorneys, paralegals, and clerical staff 
at PLA specialize in areas of law that are most pertinent 
to the community and identify changing trends in legal
needs to help those who need it most.  

VIP promotes equal justice for the poor by providing 
civil legal services not otherwise available, collaborating
with other legal services organizations and promoting 
a culture of volunteerism by educating and exposing 
attorneys and law students to issues of poverty.
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O ften, a client will come to CLS with a specific problem, such as a utility shutoff because of
overdue payments. Once we start working with the client, we often find a variety of other

problems that need to be solved before we can address the first problem. For example, the client
lives in a house that was owned by her elderly mother, but the mother died before transferring
the title. The utility company does not recognize the client’s ownership and will not work out 
a payment plan with her. When we start to work on getting the house title transferred to the client,
we find that her identification documents—social security card and birth certificate, for example—
have been lost over time. It is not uncommon for a client to leave her documents behind when
fleeing domestic violence. And as we work through these issues, the client also receives notice
that she is at risk of foreclosure because she is delinquent in the subprime mortgage her mother
secured to repair the roof. 

There are no simple solutions. When CLS works with clients we may involve in-house attorneys,
paralegals, and social workers. Teams from our nine practice areas often collaborate as client
issues cross specialties. We frequently collaborate with our two closest partner organizations—
Philadelphia Legal Assistance (PLA) and the Philadelphia Volunteers for the Indigent Program (VIP)—
in addition to several other public interest law practices in southeast Pennsylvania. We also work
with attorneys from the private bar, who provide pro bono services directly via CLS or through VIP.
Finally, we work with private attorneys as co-counsel on class actions and other complex litigation. 

With more than 40 years in the trenches fighting for equal access to justice, CLS knows how to
work through the complex, interwoven problems our clients face. We know how to work with
other attorneys, the courts, legislators and other organizations to win justice for our clients and
to fix laws and regulations so people living in poverty have fewer hurdles in their lives.  

We can work through a lot, but there’s one more element to the solution: you. You are an 
integral part of the CLS team. Whether you advocate for the rights of the poor, fight for better
education to lift people out of poverty, or contribute money, you are part of the CLS team and
part of the reason for our success. We hope you will see a bit of yourself in this annual report,
also, because without you the path to justice would be that much more complicated.

Debby Freedman, Esq. Barbara Sicalides, Esq.

Interim Executive Director Pepper Hamilton

Chair, Board of Directors



M
s. P came to Philadelphia from Haiti 10 
years ago and speaks Creole. Her English 
skills are very limited. Ms. P enrolled in the

Philadelphia Gas Works’ low income program, the
Customer Responsibility Program, which establishes 
a fixed monthly bill based on a percent of a customer’s
income. Ms. P’s CRP bill was $38.64: although relatively
high, Ms. P had been paying her gas bill each month.

PGW terminated Ms. P’s service, alleging unauthorized
use and meter tampering. Ms. P had no reason to 
tamper with her gas meter because a lower meter 
reading would not have changed the amount of her 
gas bill. Additionally, PGW demanded more than $3,700
for alleged unauthorized usage even though Ms. P had
already paid for her usage through her CRP payments.

For more than seven months, Ms. P had no gas 
service, including an entire winter with no 
central heat, hot water or cooking gas.

For seven months, Ms. P tried to get information 
from PGW about why her gas was cut off. PGW never
provided a Creole interpreter for Ms. P and never
processed her dispute, despite her many phone calls 
to PGW. Family and friends tried to help but were only
able to get bits and pieces of information for Ms. P. 
When Ms. P came to CLS, we provided a Creole inter-
preter who was qualified to interpret legal discussions.
This was the first time she had a qualified interpreter 
to help her understand her situation and her options. 

CLS Energy Unit handles 
client disputes with the gas, 
electric, and water utilities, 
with the priorities of preventing 
service shut offs and obtaining 
service restoration.

CLS advocates 
for affordable rates
for low-income 
utility customers.
From LIHEAP to each utility’s
low-income programs, CLS 
and our partners believe our
society can provide the basic
necessities of heat, water, and
electricity for everyone.
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PULP assists Pennsylvania’s low-
income residential utility and energy
consumers connect to and maintain
affordable utility and energy services
within their homes. 

CLS Language Access Project 
coordinates CLS services to Philadelphia’s
limited English proficient and immigrant
communities. LAP advocates for language
access for clients to services and benefits
through litigation, administrative and 
legislative advocacy and policy setting 
at the local, state and national levels.
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CLS Energy Unit attorneys Thu Tran and Phil Bertocci,
with Temple Law intern Josie Hyman, filed a Formal
Complaint with the Public Utility Commission on
behalf of Ms. P, requesting an emergency order 
for restoration of gas because Ms. P’s joint disorder 
is exacerbated by lack of hot water. After lengthy 
negotiations involving a PUC Administrative Law 
Judge, PGW agreed to restore Ms. P’s service and
placed her back on the low income program.

Previously, the Energy Unit had worked with the 
CLS Language Access Project to develop strategies
to determine utilities’ language access policies and
practices. CLS requested information on PGW’s
Language Access Policy, or lack thereof. CLS takes
the position that as a recipient of federal funding
through the Low Income Home Energy Assistance
Program (LIHEAP), PGW is required to provide 
language assistance to customers with limited 
English proficiency. 

Through CLS’ work in this case and broader 
PUC rulemaking proceedings, in partnership with
organizations such as the Pennsylvania Utility 
Law Project (PULP), PUC has become more 
aware of the need for adequate Language 
Access Policies and accompanying services. 
In a September 2008 Order, the PUC stated 
that “language access is a serious issue, 
especially when termination of service 
is involved.”



CLS takes a 
holistic approach
to serving clients.
In addition to our ABC project, 
the Family Advocacy Unit and
Child Care Law Project look for
ways to improve the lives of
children by connecting parents
with resources they need to 
reunify their families and by
providing referrals and advice 
on how to maintain a child 
care business in impoverished
neighborhoods.

The Disability Rights Network’s
vision is that all Pennsylvanians 
with disabilities are empowered with
opportunities and choices, and are fully
included in all aspects of community 
life, having access to quality education,
employment opportunities, and housing
options, free from abuse, neglect and
discrimination.
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F
rom a young age, Andrew was not like other children.
While he watched his classmates earn praise for their
accomplishments, he struggled to retain the information

they produced with ease. Over time, he withdrew from his
peers and become involved in solitary activities. When
engaged in conversation, he insisted on discussing the 
intricacies of marsupials, a topic he had studied for months
on end. While some would dismiss these traits as charming
quirks, to the trained eye, they were early symptoms of
Asperger’s Disorder, a condition he would not be properly
diagnosed with for years. His school noticed his learning diffi-
culties and enrolled him in a special education program early
on, but Andrew’s problems at school were far from over. 

In spite of the school’s efforts to tailor Andrew’s special
education program to his needs, his academic performance
and conduct deteriorated to an unmanageable level. Unlike
some of the other children enrolled in special education,
Andrew’s IQ was surprisingly close to average, but his func-
tioning impairments told a different story than his cognitive
performance. Not only was he unable to focus, he also had
begun to receive daily detention notices for bad behavior. 

Like many concerned parents, Andrew’s mother tried 
to help her son improve in school, but, after losing her 
job, she was facing the equally daunting worry of providing
him with food and shelter. To help cover the cost of 
raising her son, she applied for Supplemental Security
Income on his behalf, but her request was denied due 
to his normal IQ level. Living on the $680 per month in
unemployment compensation, she knew she needed 
professional help to challenge the Social Security
Administration’s unfavorable decision. She came to CLS
knowing she couldn’t afford to treat her
son’s developing condition without the cash and
medical assistance he would receive as an SSI recipient.
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CLS Advocating on Behalf 
of Children provides free legal
assistance to low-income families
with disabled children seeking
Supplemental Security Income 
and other benefits and services. 

In the year since his application was denied, Andrew’s
behavior had become so alarming his school referred
him for an evaluation at a local psychiatric center. After
many frustrating years of superficial remedies, his 
psychiatrist identified the root of the problem and 
diagnosed him with Asperger’s Disorder and ADHD. 

When Andrew and his mother came to CLS, they 
met Mary Noland, an attorney in the Advocating 
on Behalf of Children project, who understood 
Andrew’s challenges. Ms. Noland presented his 
psychiatrist’s treatment records in combination with 
testimony from a medical expert to overwhelmingly prove
the severity of Andrew’s mental impairment. Without
needing to invoke testimony from the vulnerable child,
Noland proved Andrew’s right to SSI, granting him
access to cash assistance of $625 per month, medical
coverage, and past due benefits of nearly $10,000. 

Initially, Andrew’s mother simply hoped to appeal 
SSA’s decision, but Ms. Noland felt strongly that
Andrew required an education program better suited to
his needs. She informed Andrew’s mother of her right 
to contest his initial placement and demand a learning 
environment that allows her son to reach his full 
potential. Once Ms. Noland had secured the medical
and ancillary evidence of Andrew’s special needs 
for her own case, she referred his mother to the
Disability Rights Network. Encouraged by the referral
system’s past successes and convinced of Andrew’s
entitlement to a more appropriate education, DRN
referred his case to a private attorney, who won the
case. Andrew can now look forward to school, and his
mother can breathe a sigh of relief, knowing that Andrew
will receive the medical care and the education he needs
for a bright future. 
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CLS Elderly Law Project specializes in helping
seniors overcome some of the problems faced by 
people who are 60 years old and over. We assist 
nursing home residents, personal care residents 
and homebound elderly, as well as other vulnerable 
seniors in Philadelphia.

The Senior Law Center protects the legal rights 
and interests of seniors in need, providing free legal
services, community legal education, professional
training, advice, information and referral services, 
and advocacy. 

CLS works with local,
regional, and national
partners in the private 
and public interest bars.
Individual cases like Mr. S’ often lead CLS 
and our partners to initiate legislative and 
regulatory action to create protections for
low-income people in Philadelphia, and
across Pennsylvania and the country.

CLS’ nationally acclaimed Consumer Housing
Unit provides legal representation to clients and
handles significant impact litigation and advocacy,
particularly in the areas of predatory lending,
foreclosure defense, and bankruptcy.
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Philadelphia Volunteers for the Indigent Program
(VIP), provided input to help CLS’ Schneider prepare
the deed forms needed to transfer the title to Mr. S.

The last piece of the solution was to reduce the mort-
gage holder’s claim to a level that would allow approval
of the reverse mortgage. However, the bank that held
the mortgage vigorously fought the case. CLS prevailed
on Mr. S’ behalf, putting the case in position for trial.
Wishing to avoid a trial, the bank finally agreed to
reduce its claim by eliminating the illegally charged
fees, as well as much of the interest that had accrued
during the foreclosure action. The result was an amount
low enough to be paid through the reverse mortgage.

The case was settled, but to qualify for the reverse
mortgage, Mr. S had to make home repairs and process
a mountain of paperwork. CLS paralegal Colleen
Normile made sure all required steps were completed
during the 90 days allowed in the settlement.

Mr. S walked out of CLS in 2008, six years after his 
first foreclosure notice, without fear of losing his home.
He is freed from monthly mortgage payments and can
stay in the home as long as he wants.
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seniors, would allow him to stay in the house without 
the burden of monthly payments, and would allow his
heirs to pay off the loan through the sale of the house or 
by refinancing the loan. Mr. S could not get a reverse 
mortgage, however, because his existing mortgage
reduced his home equity too much for him to qualify. 

Mr. S’ mother passed away while the case was 
pending. The state of Pennsylvania had a large claim
against her estate to pay for her nursing home expenses.
This claim had to be paid before the title to the house
could be transferred to Mr. S’s name. Since the equity 
in the house was all he had, the debt made the reverse
mortgage even less feasible.

CLS came up with a solution—to persuade both the
state and the mortgage company to lower the amount
Mr. S owed. CLS attorney Peter Schneider enlisted the
help of several other CLS staff, and some attorneys 
outside of CLS, to coordinate work on the different
aspects of Mr. S’ case. Beth Shapiro of CLS Elderly 
Law Project convinced the State to provide a waiver 
to reduce its claim on the estate. Because Mr. S’ 
mother died without a will, Katherine Weiss of the
Senior Law Center assisted with letters of administration
needed for Mr. S to settle his mother’s estate. 
Kelly Gastley and Martin Costello, staff attorneys at 

M
r. S walked into CLS’ Law Center North Central
in 2002 after being served with mortgage fore-
closure papers for his family home. At 66 years

old, Mr. S was living on a fixed income of $600 in his
elderly mother’s house, attempting to keep up his 
$213 payments on a subprime mortgage loan.

Mr. S was struggling. He and his mother had taken 
out the loan to pay off some old debts. They were 
persuaded to take out the loan by a mortgage broker 
who was later fined by the Pennsylvania Human
Relations Commission for targeting low-income African
Americans who had no ability to repay high interest
loans. The broker and the mortgage lender each pocketed
large fees and commissions from the loan, knowing the
loan would quickly be sold off before the borrower had a
chance to default, with the investors who bought the loan
left to hold the bag.  Mr. S was about to lose the
roof over his head because of the loan. 

The CLS Consumer Housing Unit filed an answer to 
the foreclosure complaint, arguing that the loan was
unconscionable and illegal. Since Mr. S could not afford
the monthly payments, let alone catch up on the
unpaid months, the only way to preserve his home was
to take out a reverse mortgage to pay off the existing
debt. The reverse mortgage, an option available to 



CLS Public Benefits Unit works with clients
to resolve legal problems that arise in govern-
ment benefit programs run by the Social Security
Administration, Department of Public Welfare, 
and the Department of Insurance. 

CLS often works with co-counsel from private law
firms, like Ballard, Spahr, Andrews & Ingersoll
LLC when additional expertise and resources are
required for lengthy, complex litigation.

CLS cases often 
have significant,
statewide and 
national impact.
In addition to the Kaplan case,
major CLS cases have opened
SSI benefits to people with
HIV/AIDS and to a half million
disabled children, integrated
the Pennsylvania State Police,
fed hundreds of thousands of
children in Philadelphia’s free
school meal program, and
many other major victories 
for low-income people in
Philadelphia, and Pennsylvania,
and throughout the United
States.

Since 1882, the primary mission of HIAS &
Council Migration Service of Philadelphia 
has been to rescue, relocate and resettle Jews
and peoples of all religions and nationalities 
who are fleeing persecution and discrimination.

}
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A
t 82 years old, Holocaust survivor Shmul Kaplan
leans on crutches to walk through his subsidized
apartment in Levittown. He pays $67 a month in

rent, and receives $140 in food stamps and $600 in
Supplemental Security Income, each month. 

The United States granted Shmul political asylum 
when he fled Russia in 1997 to escape anti-Semitism.
For Shmul, it was not the first time he experienced 
religious persecution; he and his mother and sisters
fled Russia for Kazakhstan when the Germans invaded
during World War II. 

Shmul settled in the Philadelphia area. Too old 
and disabled to work, he qualified for Supplemental
Security Income. Both of Shmul’s legs were crushed 
in a train accident when he was 18, leaving him 
unable to walk without assistance.

Shmul’s well-being, comfort and safety in America
depended on these government benefits. So,
when his checks stopped arriving, 
he started to get worried.

Shmul went to the HIAS and Council Immigration
Service of Philadelphia for help, which led him to CLS. 
At that time, the CLS Public Benefits Unit was serving
another client with a case similar to Shmul’s, whose SSI
was cut off while the client was in the naturalization,
or citizenship application, process.

As a result of the 1996 “welfare reform” law, asylees
(and refugees) like Shmul qualify for SSI for up to
seven years before obtaining citizenship. In the 
meantime, asylees are expected to become permanent
residents, hold the “green card” for five years, and then
apply for citizenship in order to continue their benefits.
Shmul had been eager to become an American 
citizen, and applied for a green card right away. 

Like that of many others, however, Shmul’s carefully
prepared paperwork was sitting stagnant at
Citizenship and Immigration Services. Limits on 
asylees obtaining green cards delayed people like
Shmul obtaining permanent residency, and then the
events of September 11, 2001 caused CIS to run 
more extensive background checks on citizenship
applicants, creating a backlog of applications.

Shmul’s SSI was ended in 2004, and he began 
receiving a reduced benefit of $215 per month in
General Assistance while still paying $67 per month 
in rent. His Medicare health insurance also was 
improperly terminated so he could no longer see 
specialists to care for his leg. 

CLS attorneys Jonathan Stein, Richard Weishaupt, 
and Michael Froehlich worked with HIAS and Council;
the Sargent Shriver National Center on Poverty Law;
and pro bono lawyers from Ballard, Spahr, Andrews 
& Ingersoll LLC to successfully file a national class
action lawsuit to expedite green card and naturalization
applications for Shmul and 16 other, named asylees
and refugees, and a class of close to 60,000 others
who lost or would lose SSI. As a result of this litigation,
asylees and refugees who have been affected by the
seven-year SSI limit will now have their applications
expedited. 

Concurrent with the litigation, CLS attorneys pressed
for a congressional remedy of this injustice; CLS is 
one of the only Legal Services programs able to pursue
legislative advocacy because we do not accept federal
funding which bans such advocacy. Our lobbying 
effort led to unanimous congressional passage and 
the President signing into law in October, 2008, a two-
year extension on the SSI limit. The new law reinstates
thousands back onto SSI and better reflects the time 
it takes for people like Shmul to become citizens.
Through this legislation, CLS has protected elderly and
disabled refugees and asylees like Shmul from losing
their main source of income because of bureaucratic
delays beyond their control. 

Nine years after arriving in the United States, Shmul
Kaplan proudly passed the ten-question citizenship
test, earning a perfect score, on September 11, 2007.
Back on SSI, he can properly care for his leg, his 
health and his home. Shmul, and thousands like 
him, will be able to live as a citizens of the country that
has given them refuge and hope. Because the court
settlement and congressional SSI extension are one-
time remedies, much work remains to insure that needy
immigrants welcomed to these shores are able to live
here with dignity and the necessities of life.
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Ms. Nancy T. Brohawn 
Ms. Jacquelyn Brown
Richard P. Brown, Esq.
Stephen D. Brown, Esq.
William H. Brown, III, Esq.
Wilson M. Brown, III, Esq.
Ms. Gloria Browne-Marshall
Sharon Browning, Esq.
Mr. Damon Bryant
Mr. Victor Bryant
Mr. J. Mahlon Buck, Jr. and 

Mrs. Elia Buck
Mr. William C. Buck and 

Mrs. Laura T. Buck
Ms. Jan M. Buckley
Donna Johnson Bullock, Esq.
Ms. Valeria C. Bullock
Leonard A. Busby, Esq.
Mr. Joseph J. Buvel and 

Mrs. Shirley E. Buvel
Jan Fink Call, Esq.
Jay H. Calvert, Jr., Esq.
Gary E. Cantor, Esq.
David J. Caputo, Esq.
Jacqueline M. Carolan, Esq.
Catherine C. Carr, Esq.
Ms. Esther K. Carr
Honorable Matthew D. 

Carrafiello
John Rogers Carroll, Esq.
Michael J. Carroll, Esq.

Ms. Charlotte R. Carter
Mrs. Susan Catherwood and 

Mr. Cummins Catherwood, Jr.
Frank Cervone, Esq.
Edward F. Chacker, Esq.
Mr. John Chaney
Fernando Chang-Muy, Esq. 

and Mr. Leonard Rieser
Mr. Bruce J. Chasan
Stephen P. Chawaga, Esq.
Andrew A. Chirls, Esq.
Drs. Melvin J. and Gloria T. 

Chisum
Mr. and Mrs. James W. Christie
Mrs. Natalia Chuma and 

Mr. Andrew Chuma
Professor Roger Clark
Mr. Steven Clarke
Theodore T. Clattenburg, Jr., 

Esq.
Mr. John U. Coates
Ms. Tamara Cobb
David J. Cohen, Esq.
David L. Cohen, Esq.
David S. Cohen, Esq.
Lenard A. Cohen, Esq.
Ms. Rebecca Cohen
Robert S. Cohen, Esq.
Ms. Lili L. Conover
Ms. Pam Constanzi
Ms. Frances E. Convill
Ms. Casey Cook
J. Gordon Cooney, Jr., Esq.
Ms. Marion R. Cooney
Julia D. Corelli, Esq.
Harold Cramer, Esq.
Mr. Henry E. Crouter
Ms. Jeannette Cruz
Jeffrey A. Dalke, Esq.
Kell M. Damsgaard, Esq.
Ms. Julia Danzy
Ms. Marian Darmstadter
Kimberly G. W. Day Lewis, Esq.
Andre L. Dennis, Esq.
Frank C. DePasquale, Jr., Esq.
Ms. Katie Derickson
Karen L. Detamore, Esq.
Francis P. Devine, III, Esq.
Mrs. Pearl D. Di Fidelto
Romulo Diaz, Jr., Esq.
Mark S. Dichter, Esq.
Sharon Dietrich, Esq.
Joseph DiGiuseppe, Esq.
Ms. Elena M. DiLapi
Mr. John K. DiPaolo

Ms. Kim K. Do
John C. Dodds, Esq.
Kimberly M. Dolan, Esq.
Mr. Yohann D’Oliveira
Michael T. Donahue, Esq.
Diana S. Donaldson, Esq.
Kevin M. Donovan, Esq.
Mr. Daniel C. Drecksage 

and Ms. Leslie A. Sudock
Ms. Nancy Drye
Mrs. Marian H. Duffey
Ms. Anna M. Durbin and 

Mr. Peter Goldberger
L. Garrett Dutton, Esq.
Mrs. Jasmine E. Eaddy
Ms. Kaye Edwards
James Eiseman, Jr., Esq.
Leora F. Eisenstadt, Esq.
Mr. Maurice Eldridge
Dr. and Mrs. William L. Elkins
Mrs. Decarla J. Emfinger
Michael Epstein, Esq.
Mr. Leonard Evelev and 

Mrs. Helen Evelev
William H. Ewing, Esq. and 

Mrs. Anne Ewing
Helen Feinberg, Esq.
Alan M. Feldman, Esq.
Professor Eric A. Feldman 

and Mrs. Stephanie C. 
Feldman

Ms. Mary Ann C. Feldman
Stephen A. Feldman, Esq.
Marc A. Feller, Esq.
Ms. Lindsay Feltzin
Nan Feyler, Esq.
Mr. Hal Fichlander
Ms. Debra F. Fickler, Esq. 

and Mr. G. S. Russell
Mr. Daniel Fife and 

Mrs. Elizabeth Rappaport Fife
Aaron C. Finestone, Esq.
Audrey B. Fingerhood, Esq.
Paul J. Fink, M.D.
Arlene Rivera Finkelstein, Esq.
Lawrence D. Finney, Esq.
John W. Fischer, Esq.
Katharine C. Fischer, Esq.
Abigail L. Flitter, Esq.
Mr. Joseph A. Flowers
Mr. Darryl J. Ford
Charles F. Forer, Esq.
Karen L. Forman, Esq.
Elizabeth W. Fox, Esq.
Lawrence J. Fox, Esq.
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Edward Madeira, Jr., Esq.
Kristin M. Madison, Esq.
Stephen A. Madva, Esq.
Fred T. Magaziner, Esq.
Mrs. Lilyan Maitin
Arthur Makadon, Esq.
David S. Mandell, Sc.D. and 

Ms. Jamie Kudera
Bruce H. Mann, Esq.
Mr. Charles A. Mapp, Sr.
Mr. Andrew M. Marble
Allan K. Marshall, Esq.
George Martin, Esq.
Mr. Anthony Mattei and 

Ms. Annette Goldberg
Donald E. Matusow, Esq.
Mr. and Mrs. Edward G. 

McCarthy
Mr. and Mrs. William J. 

McDevitt
Stephen P. McFate, Esq.
Gerald A. McHugh, Jr., Esq.
Melanie M. McMenamin, Esq.
Charles McNabb, Esq.
Ms. Maylee Meekins
Mr. and Mrs. Nazir Memon
Mr. Charles M. Meredith, III
James R. Meyer, Esq.
Jeffrey Meyers, Esq.
Ms. Dale Mezzacappa
Gregory P. Miller, Esq.
Leslie Anne Miller, Esq.
Ms. Regina M. Miller
Susan and Alan Miller
Ms. Maureen Mingey
Mr. Thomas J. Miraglia
Mark Momjian, Esq.
Robert J. Mongeluzzi, Esq.
Thomas P. Monteverde, Esq.
Mr. Carlos S. Montoya and 

Ms. Elizabeth K. McManus
Charles W. Mooney, Jr., Esq.
Daniel C. Moraglia, Esq.
Stephen J. Morse, Esq.
Mrs. Ingrid T. Morsman and 

Mr. Kimball H. Morsman
Mary J. Mullany, Esq.
Mr. Raymond D. Murphy
Jason E. Murtagh, Esq.
Ms. Dorothy Myers
Alan S. Nadel, Esq.
Ms. Velaine Nagy and 

Mr. David B. Nagy
Benjamin R. Neilson, Esq.
Arthur E. Newbold, IV, Esq.
Carolyn Nichols, Esq.
Ms. Lisa J. Nicholson and 

Mr. Stephen E. Greulich
Mary Noland, Esq.

Mrs. Patricia Noonan
Ilana Nossel and Jordan Kolar
Honorable Dennis M. O’Brien
Mr. Sean O’Callaghan, Esq. 

and Mrs. Anne O’Callaghan
Kathy E. Ochroch, Esq.
Charles O’Connell, III, Esq.
Ms. Richelle K. Ogle
Ms. Tamela Oglesby
Ms. Jennifer A. O’Leary
Maureen Olives, Esq.
The Honorable Thomas N. 

O’Neill, Jr.
Nicholas E. Orlyk, Esq.
Stanton S. Oswald, Esq.
R. Michael Owens, Esq.
Carl “Tobey” Oxholm, III, Esq.
Ms. Yolanda F. Pagano
Michael Pansini, Esq.
Ourania Papademetriou, Esq.
Dr. and Mrs. Raymond Parker
Ms. Janet Parrish
Ms. Patricia M. Patterson
Luke Pazicky, Esq.
Susan Pearlstein, Esq.
Carol and Kenneth Penn
Ms. Anna Perng
Kevin and Nancy Peter
Ms. Tanya Petroff
Sanford L. Pfeffer, Esq.
Mr. Carl A. Pierce
Ralph S. Pinkus, Esq.
Samuel H. Pond, Esq.
Ms. Diana Post
Mr. John Thomas Potts, Jr.
A. Michael Pratt, Esq.
Carol L. Press, Esq. and 

Mr. Edward G. Biester
Joseph A. Prim, Jr., Esq.
Carl S. Primavera, Esq.
Mrs. Carolyn Pritchett
Wendell Eric Pritchett, Esq.
Anthony B. Quinn, Esq.
Honorable Nitza I. Quinones
James Radmore, Esq.
Ms. Cynthia S. Randall
Ms. Patricia L. Randall
Abraham C. Reich, Esq.
Ms. Victoria A. Reider
Curtis R. Reitz, Esq.
Ms. Mary Richardson Graham
Joseph H. Riches, Esq.
David Richman, Esq.
Leonard Rieser, Esq. and 

Fernando Chang-Muy, Esq.
Stephen F. Ritner, Esq.
Ms. Veronica Rizzo
Mrs. Anna I. Roberts
Professor Florence W. Roisman
Carmen John Romano, Esq.
Amalia Romanowicz, Esq.
Ms. Anne L. Rosenberg
Ms. Lori J. Rosenkopf

Cindy Rosenthal, Esq.
Mr. Herbert Rosenthal and 

Ms. Ruth Rosenthal
Howard A. Rosenthal, Esq.
Dan Rosin, Esq.
Robert Rosin, Esq.
Lewis Rosman, Esq.
Ms. Regina L. Ross
Anthony L. Rostain, M.D.
Mr. Joseph A. Rudolph
Louis S. Rulli, Esq.
Ms. Barbara Ruth
Ms. Lin Saberski
Robert L. Sachs, Jr.
Daniel Safer, Ph.D.
Marilynn Sager, Esq.
Cerys M. Saint 

John-Richter, Esq.
Roberta Sampson, Esq.
Beth and Andrew Samuelson
Alan M. Sandals, Esq.
Ms. Juliet Sarkessian
Ms. M. Teresa Sarmina
Courtney Botts Schaefer, Esq.
Sarah D. Schlossberg, Esq.
Bella Schnall, Esq.
Mr. Daniel Schneider and 

Ms. Leslie J. Reagan
Jill Schneider, M.D.
Mr. Norman G. Schneider and 

Ms. Linda G. Kanefield
Peter D. Schneider, Esq. and 

Susan L. DeJarnatt, Esq.
Dr. and Mrs. Irving Schneider
Allan Schneirov, Esq.
Ms. Patrice Schoener
Ms. Toba Schwaber Kerson 

and Mr. Lawrence Kerson
Barry and Myrna Schwartz
Mark S. Schwartz, Esq.
Robert G. Schwartz, Esq.
Mr. and Mrs. William W. 

Schwarze
Ms. Lynda A. Schwechtje
Fabio A. Sciarrino, Esq.
Michael T. Scott, Esq.
The Honorable Michael E. 

Scullin, Esq.
David A. Searles, Esq.
Edwin Seave, Esq.
Dveera Segal, Esq.
Nina Segre, Esq.
Stefanie Seldin, Esq.
Ms. Joanna Settle
Mr. Neal D. Shaffer
Ms. Dorel Shanon and 

Mr. Stuart Bogom
Mr. David G. Shapiro
Jessica and Mathieu Shapiro
Honorable Norma L. Shapiro
Ms. Thelma E. Sharp
Alida Shatzer, Esq.
Ms. Corey Shdaimah

Mr. Kenneth Shear
Marjorie Sheikman, Esq.
Ms. Stephanie Shephard
Laurence Z. Shiekman, Esq.
Philip M. Shiekman, Esq.
Ms. Madeline Shikomba
Patricia A. Shipman, Esq.
Mr. Christopher T. Showers
Morris M. Shuster, Esq.
Barbara T. Sicalides, Esq.
Amy Sinden, Esq.
Ms. Kathryn T. Sipp and 

Mr. Nicholas C. Alpers
Michelle L. Skalsky, Esq.
John M. Skrocki, Esq.
Ms. Pat Smith
Mr. Ralph Smith and 

Mrs. Cookie Smith
Mr. Thomas E. Smith and 

Mrs. Gail Burns Smith
Ms. Paula Smith Daniel
Ms. Leah Snyder Batchis
Marla Soffer, Esq.
Howard M. Soloman, Esq. 

and Ms. Michele Levy
Mr. Henry J. Sommer and 

Mrs. Beth F. Sommer
Ms. Natalie S. Sondheimer
Edmund B. Spaeth, Esq.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas Spann
Mr. John Sperger
Ms. Roberta Spivek
Mrs. Regina Stango-Kelborn
Ms. Naomi M. Stanhaus and 

Mr. Jim Stanhaus
Mr. and Mrs. Joseph T. 

Stapleton
Sally A. Steffen, Esq.
John Stember, Esq.
Mr. Jonathan M. Stemecman
Kathleen A. Stephenson, Esq.
David E. Sternberg, Esq.
Betsy F. Sternthal, Esq.
Mark S. Stewart, Esq.
Janet F. Stotland, Esq.
Mr. Seymour Stotland
Janet Subers, Esq.
Sharon L. Suleta, Esq.
Joseph A. Sullivan, Esq.
Stephen J. Sundheim, Esq.
Dennis Suplee, Esq.
Ms. Laurie D. Susteric and 

Mr. Frank L. Susteric
Thomas D. Sutton, Esq.
Mr. Todd Swanstrom
Mr. Michael Sweeney
Robin B. Switzenbaum, Esq.
David T. Sykes, Esq.
Walter J. Taggart, Esq.
Ms. Danielle M. Takla
Joseph A. Tate, Esq.
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An opportunity to
make a difference…
Your generous support enables
Community Legal Services to 
provide outstanding civil legal 
services free of charge to our 
low-income clients at what is often
the most critical time in their lives.
To make a gift online, or to learn
about the many ways in which you
can aid CLS in helping low-income
Philadelphians, please visit our
website at www.clsphila.org and
click on “How You Can Help.” Or
call the Development Office at
215.981.3732.

Continued from page 11

Continued on page 15

Fiscal Year 2008 

Expenditures
Salaries  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 5,919,193 
Fringe Benefits  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,847,412 
Consultant and Contractors  . . . . . . . . . 348,278 
Travel  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 53,499 
Space Costs  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 731,450 
Consumable Supplies  . . . . . . . . . . . . . 101,020 
Furniture and Equipment  . . . . . . . . . . . 109,489 
Law Library  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 72,579 
Printing Costs . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 22,004 
Telephone  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 51,633 
Postage  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29,272 
Court Cost  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 29,700 
Other  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 112,751 
TEBD  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,428,280 

Depreciation  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 40,011 

Total Exp  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 9,468,291 

Support and Revenues
Foundation Grants  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 1,422,999 
IOLTA  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,101,539 
Disability Advocacy Project . . . . . . . . . . 260,088 
Accesss to Justice  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 2,112,841 
State Government Funded Contracts . . 1,582,754 
Local Government Funded Contracts . . 2,087,493 
Individual Contributions  . . . . . . . . . . . . 124,942 
Attorneys Fees  . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 237,898 
Interest and Other Income  . . . . . . . . . . 328,268 
Total Revenue . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . 10,258,822

CLS does not charge clients for our services. We can 
petition the court for attorneys' fees in certain cases.



Abrams and Ingersoll LLP
Akin Gump Strauss Hauer 

& Feld LLP
Anapol, Schwartz, Weiss, 

Cohan, Feldman & Smalley, PC
Ballard Spahr Andrews 

& Ingersoll, LLP
Barrack, Rodos, & Bacine
Bazelon Less & Feldman, PC
The Beasley Firm
Berger & Montague, PC
Blank Rome LLP
Boni & Zack LLC
Brodie & Rubinsky
Buchanan Ingersoll & Rooney PC
Carroll & Brotman
Chimicles & Tikellis LLP
Christie, Pabarue, Mortensen 

& Young, PC
Cohen, Fluhr & Gonzalez, PC
The Colleran Firm
Conrad O’Brien Gellman 

& Rohn, PC
Cozen O’Connor
Dashevsky, Horwitz, DiSandro, 

Kuhn & Novello, PC
Dechert LLP
Diamond, Polsky, & Bauer
Dilworth Paxson LLP
Donald A. Krain, Esq.
Donovan Searles, LLC
Drinker Biddle & Reath LLP
Duane Morris LLP
Duca & Prim LLP
Duffy & Keenan
Eckert Seamans Cherin 

& Mellott, LLC
Edelson & Associates LLC
Eisenberg, Rothweiler, Winkler,
Eisenberg & Jeck, P.C.
Feldman & Feldman
Feldman & Pinto
Feldman, Shepherd, Wohlgelernter, 

Tanner & Weinstock
Fine, Kaplan & Black, RPC
Fox Rothschild LLP
Francis & Mailman, PC
Gay Chacker & Mittin

German, Gallagher & Murtagh
Goldbeck, McCafferty & McKeever
Golomb & Honik, PC
Haines & Associates
Hangley Aronchick Segal & Pudlin
Harkins Cunningham
Harper & Paul
Hofstein Weiner & Levit, PC
Hoyle, Fickler, Herschel 

& Mathes LLP
Jeffrey S. Gross, Attorney at Law
Josel, Feenane & Gaier, P.C.
Joseph & Associates
Kairys Rudovsky 

Messing & Feinberg
Kittredge, Donley, Elson, 

Fullem & Embick, LLP
Klehr, Harrison, Harvey, 

Branzburg & Ellers LLP
Kline & Specter, PC
Kohn, Swift & Graf, PC
Kolsby, Gordon, Robin, 

Shore & Bezar
Kovler & Rush, PC
Langer, Grogan & Diver, PC
Langsam Stevens & Silver LLP
Law & Zaslow, LLC
Law Office of Alice W. Ballard, PC
Law Office of Daniel Siegel
Law Office of Michael LiPuma
Law Office of Rhonda 

Hill Wilson, P.C.
Law Offices of Arline Jolles Lotman
Law Offices of James R. 

Radmore, PC
Law Offices of Jeffrey M. Lindy
Law Offices of Paul Boni, PC
The Law Offices of 

Daniel-Paul Alva, LLC
Leven Friedman LLP
Leventhal Sutton & Gornstein
Littler Mendelson, PC
Lundy, Flitter, Beldecos & Berger, PC
Manko, Gold, Katcher & Fox, LLP
Markowitz & Richman
Marshall, Dennehey, Warner, 

Coleman & Goggin

Martin, Banks, Pond, 
Lehocky & Wilson

McCarter & English, LLP
McEldrew & Fullam, PC
McElroy, Deutsch, Mulvaney 

& Carpenter
McKissock & Hoffman, PC
Montgomery, McCracken, Walker 

& Rhoads, LLP
Morgan Lewis & Bockius LLP
Ogletree Deakins Nash Smoak 

& Stewart, P.C.
Padova & Lisi
Pelino & Lentz, PC
Pepper Hamilton LLP
Phelan Hallinan & Schmieg
Pinnola & Bomstein
Post & Schell, PC
Prochniak Weisberg, P.C.
Raynes McCarty
Reed Smith LLP
Richard A. Levan and Associates
Saltz, Mongeluzzi, Barrett & 

Bendesky
Sandals & Associates, PC
Saul Ewing LLP
Schnader Harrison Segal 

& Lewis LLP
Shatzer & Sheridan
Stevens & Lee
Stradley Ronon Stevens & 

Young, LLP
Swartz Campbell LLC
Tabas & Rosen, PC
Tactix Real Estate Advisors
Thorp Reed & Armstrong, LLP
Wapner, Newman, Wigrizer 

& Brecher
Weber Gallagher Simpson Stapleton
Fires & Newby, LLP
White and Williams LLP
Williams Cuker Berezofsky
Willig, Williams & Davidson
Wilson & Wilson
Wolf, Block, Schorr & 

Solis-Cohen LLP
Woodcock Washburn, LLP

CLS Thanks Supporters of its 2007 and 2008 Annual Bar Campaigns
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Jeffrey M. Taylor, Esq.
Mr. and Mrs. Richard K. Taylor
Michael L. Temin, Esq.
Mr. Michael L. Thomas
Prince Altee Thomas, Esq.
Ms. Diane A. Thompson
Ms. Carol Thomson
Mr. Jeff Thul
Ms. Liz Thul
Ms. Anita L. Tierney and 

Mr. Paul J. Tierney
Eric A. Tilles, Esq.
Ms. Roxanne Tinson
David C. Toomey, Esq.
Mr. Raymond J. Torrey
Mr. Sheldon Toubman and 

Ms. Claire Morduch
David Keller Trevaskis, Esq.
Joe H. Tucker, Jr., Esq.
Ms. Louise Y. Tukey
Ms. Ruth Tureckova and 

Mr. David Culton
Mr. Michael Turner, Esq. 

and Dr. Annette 
McDaniel-Turner

David Unkovic, Esq.
Mr. David Urena
Paul M. Uyehara, Esq.
Ms. Vivian Valdmanis
Anthony C. Vale, Esq.
Ellen Josephson Vargyas, Esq.
Jo-Ann M. Verrier, Esq.
Michael L. Wachter, Esq.
Ted Walkenhorst, Esq.
Mr. and Mrs. Wallace H. 

Wallace
Mrs. Patricia A. Walsh
Jonathan Walters, Esq.
Rebecca D. Ward, Esq.
Sue Wasserkrug, Esq.
Ms. Gloria Watts
Ms. Janet Waxman and 

Mr. Myron Waxman

Mr. Thomas L. Webber and 
Ms. Andrea B. Webber

Mr. David B. Webster
Norman J. Weinstein, Esq.
Daniel S. Weinstock, Esq.
Karen Kress Weisbord, Esq.
Mr. Jonathan A. Weiss 

and Ms. Abigail Wolf
Jonathan D. Weiss, Esq.
Ms. Kathryn M. Wellbank
Ms. Carrie Whitaker
Alan M. White, Esq.
Jeffery W. Whitt, Esq.
Lisa K. Whittaker, Esq.
Dr. Richard Whittington and 

Dr. Jane L. Coleman
Richard P. Wild, Esq.
Mr. David H. Wilderman
Ms. Ethel B. Williams
Deborah R. Willig, Esq.
Matthew L. Wilson, Esq.
Nia M. Wilson, Esq.
Sharon M. Wilson, Esq.
Troy H. Wilson, Esq.
Justin B. Wineburgh, Esq.
Nancy Winkelman, Esq.
Daryl W. Winston, Esq.
Dr. and Mrs. Robert I. Wise
Mr. and Mrs. Carl Witonsky
Honorable Flora Barth Wolf
Kerrin Wolf, Esq.
Mr. and Mrs. Thomas E. Wood
Sara Woods, Esq.
Mr. Minturn T. Wright, III 

and Mrs. Nonya Wright
Shelly D. Yanoff, Esq.
Suzanne J. Young, Esq.
Kay Kyungsun Yu, Esq.
Ms. Dari M. Yudkoff
Carolyn Moran Zack, Esq.
Joanne Zack, Esq.
Ms. Merril Zebe
Thomas E. Zemaitis, Esq.
Ms. Sydelle Zove
Ms. Anne M. Zurrilla

In Honor of
Anna Perng and Conor Mullan 
Carol Thomson
Catherine C. Carr, Esq.
Catherine Veronica Lynch
CLS Staff
Esther Alvarez 
Ezra Love
George D. Gould, Esq. 
Geremi James 
Howard Langer and 

Wendell Pritchett
Irv Ackelsberg, Esq.
Janet F. Ginzberg, Esq.
Jonathan M. Stein, Esq.
Kevin Peter
Louise E. Hayes, Esq.
Maripat Pileggi, Esq.
Marjoie A. Janoski, Esq.
Mary Richardson Graham
Michael Carroll, Esq.
M. L. Wilson, Esq.
Orlyk, Hammer, Rakay 

and Parker families
Peter D. Schneider, Esq.
Richard P. Weishaupt, Esq.
Sarah Katz & family
Sharon M. Dietrich, Esq.
Shirley Seave
Stephan Potts and 

Petra Stanev
Suzanne J. Young, Esq.
Thu Tran, Esq.
Tobey Oxholm
Wendell Pritchett and 

Kevin Peter
Zoe and Eli Shapiro Torrey

In Memoriam
Bill Chodoff, M.D.
Ezra Malik Katz Love
Grace Mendel, M.D.
James C. Gray, Esq.
James O. Freedman
John W. Carr III
Sam Maitin
Walter Oswald

Foundations
Anonymous
The Bay Foundation
Center on Budget 

and Policy Priorities
Citizens Bank Foundation
Claneil Foundation, Inc.
Community Catalyst
Dolfinger-McMahon Foundation
Equal Justice America
Equal Justice Works
Fidelity Charitable Gift Fund
GlaxoSmithKline Foundation
Green Tree Community 

Health Foundation
Harry and Esther Brown 

Charitable Foundation
The Horace W. Goldsmith 

Foundation
The Impact Fund
Independence Foundation
Institute for Foreclosure 

Legal Assistance
John S. and James L. Knight 

Foundation
MAZON: A Jewish Response 

to Hunger
The November Fund
Open Society Institute
The Patricia Kind Family 

Foundation
Pennsylvania Interest on 

Lawyers Trust Account 
Board

The Pew Charitable Trusts
Philadelphia Bar Foundation
Philadelphia Corporation 

for Aging
The Philadelphia Foundation
Philly Fellows
Public Welfare Foundation
Schwab Charitable Fund
Skadden Fellowship 

Foundation
United Way of Southeastern 

Pennsylvania
Valentine Foundation
Verizon Foundation
The William Penn Foundation

Continued from page 11

All donations received between July 1, 2006 and June 30, 2008. Please contact CLS at 215.981.3732 if your name has been omitted.

Visit CLS online at www.clsphila.org.

Donate online! Click on “How You Can Help.”

CLS’ United Way Donor Option Number is 02149



Community Legal Services, Inc.
2007 Hodson Award 
for Public Service
Presented by the American 
Bar Association

Maria A. Adames
Community Award
Presented by the Pennsylvania
Statewide Latino Coalition

Dennisse J. Bones-Santiago  
Community Award 
Presented by the Pennsylvania
Statewide Latino Coalition

Catherine C. Carr, Esq.        
Alumni Award of Merit 
Presented by the University 
of Pennsylvania 
Law Alumni Society

Catherine C. Carr, Esq.
Senior Attorney Sabbatical Fellowship
Presented by the Independence
Foundation

Sharon M. Dietrich, Esq.
Pennsylvania Super Lawyer 2007
Presented by Super Lawyers

Sylvia J. Goldsmith
Five Points Magneta Community
Service Award
Presented by Soroptimist International

Katherine Gomez, Esq.
Pennsylvania Lawyer on 
the Fast Track 2007
Presented by The Legal Intelligencer

George D. Gould, Esq.               
Hero In Housing
Presented by the Homeownership
Counseling Association of the
Delaware Valley

Nadia Hewka, Esq.
2008 Excellence Award
Presented by the Pennsylvania 
Legal Aid Network

Amy Hirsch, Esq.
Community Advocate Award 
Presented by Women Against Abuse

Evelyn Pankey              
2007 Excellence Award 
Presented by the Pennsylvania 
Legal Aid Network

Jonathan M. Stein, Esq.              
Bread and Roses 30 for 30 Tribute
Presented by the Bread and Roses
Community Fund

Richard P. Weishaupt, Esq.        
Wasserstein Public Interest Fellow
Presented by Harvard Law School

John S. Whitelaw, Esq.
Certificate of Appreciation 
Presented by Belmont Behavioral
Health and Jefferson Health System

Suzanne J. Young, Esq.
Honored for Outstanding Service and
Commitment to the Asian-American
Community by the Rutgers-Camden
Chapter of the Asian Pacific American
Law Students Association

2008 Champion of Justice Award:
Wendell Pritchett, Esq. 

Irv Ackelsberg, Esq. 

2008 Equal Justice Awards:
Ethan Fogel, Esq. and the Dechert LLP 

Landlord/Tenant Pro Bono Team 

Priscilla Hamilton Munroe, 
Paralegal for Community Legal Services’ 

Family Advocacy Unit

2007 Champion of Justice Award: 
The Honorable Dennis M. O’Brien, 

Speaker of the Pennsylvania 
House of Representatives

2007 Equal Justice Awards: 
Alan Feldman, Esq., 

of Feldman, Shepherd, Wohlgelernter, 
Tanner & Weinstock

Thomas B. Roberts, Esq. and 
Jordana L. Greenwald, Esq., 

of Ballard Spahr Andrews & Ingersoll, LLP

Pam Walz, Esq., 
Managing Attorney of 

Community Legal Services’ Elderly Law Project

Joyce Wilkerson, Esq., 
Chief of Staff to Mayor John F. Street.

CLS Champion of Justice and Equal Justice Awards

The Champion of Justice and Equal Justice awards are given annually by 
Community Legal Services to recognize those who have made extraordinary 

efforts to ensure equal access to justice for all, regardless of income.

2007–2008

All client names in this report have been changed with the exception of Shmul Kaplan. 
Stock photographs have been used throughout as a representation of our clients and to protect their privacy. 

Concept/design: Masters Group Design • Philadelphia

{

T
he Philadelphia Bar Association established Community Legal Services as an 
independent, 501(c)(3) organization in 1966 to provide free legal services, in civil 
matters, to low-income Philadelphians. CLS has served more than one million clients

who could not afford to pay for quality legal representation, and who would have faced a
variety of devastating ends without dedicated, knowledgeable attorneys on their side.

Community Legal Services comprises nine legal units specializing in particular areas 
of civil poverty law. Each unit represents individual clients, engages in advocacy concerning
systemic issues identified through direct client work, and provides community education on
relevant legal issues to clients, professionals, and advocates.

Housing Unit: Represents private, public, and subsidized housing tenants in matters
involving eviction, illegal lockouts, and substandard housing. The unit also uses systems
advocacy and litigation to address issues ranging from lead paint elimination, to federal
housing policy changes, to tenant eviction laws.

Public Benefits Unit: Counsels clients, provides education and outreach services, and
advocates regionally and nationally on welfare, disability, and healthcare issues. The unit
also includes the Advocating on Behalf of Children Project, which helps disabled children
access medical care.

Family Advocacy Unit: Advocates for parents to keep their children at home or have 
them returned from foster care to a safe home, and provides assistance and training to
other family advocates. The unit monitors and advocates for improvements in dependency
court and foster care.

Energy Unit: Protects the rights of low-income utility customers on service and payment
issues, represents group clients on utility rate change cases and serves as the Public
Advocate in representing all Philadelphia Gas Works residential customers.

Employment Unit: Represents clients with employment-related problems, including 
claims for fair wages, family and medical leave, discrimination, and barriers to employment. 
The unit advocates at the national and state levels on workers’ rights issues such as 
maintaining the protections of the unemployment compensation system.

Elderly Law Project: Represents seniors in a wide range of public benefits and consumer
matters, including challenges to denials of Medicaid benefits, decisions by managed 
care organizations to deny care, and violations of residents’ right and quality-of-care
requirements in nursing homes and personal care homes.

Consumer / Housing Unit: Represents homewoners in disputes, residential foreclosures,
fraudulent consumer practices, and issues with banking or check-cashing agencies. The
unit uses systems advocacy and litigation to address the predatory lending crisis and other
fringe banking issues.

Community Economic Development Unit: Represents small and start-up community
associations, faith-based institutions, social service organizations, nonprofits, and businesses
to improve the quality of life and the economic viability of Philadelphia’s low-income 
neighborhoods. The Child Care Law Protect (CLLP), a special project of the CED Unit, 
is devoted to representing child care providers.

Language Access Project: Works to ensure that Community Legal Services is accessible
to Philadelphia communities with limited or no English speaking ability, and that legal issues
specific to this population are addressed. The illegal failure to provide interpretation and
translation services necessary for these communities to access public services is an 
important focus of the project’s work.



Board of Trustees

Officers
President
Barbara T. Sicalides, Esq.
Pepper Hamilton, LLP

Vice President
Michael D. LiPuma, Esq. 
Law Offices of Michael LiPuma

Secretary
Arlene Rivera Finkelstein, Esq. 
Toll Public Interest Center
University of Pennsylvania 
Law School

Treasurer
Jason Leckerman, Esq. 
Ballard Spahr Andrews 
& Ingersoll

Members
The Honorable Nitza I.
Quiñones Alejandro
Commonwealth of
Pennsylvania Court 
of Common Pleas

Michael S. Bomstein, Esq.
Pinnola & Bomstein

André L. Dennis, Esq. 
Stradley Ronon Stevens 
& Young, LLP

Alan M. Feldman, Esq.
Feldman, Shepherd,
Wohlgelernter, Tanner 
and Weinstock

Karen Forman, Esq.
Saul Ewing, LLP

Veronica Harding
Community Representative

Wayne Jacobs
Ex-Offenders for Community
Empowerment

Pamela A. James
Community Representative

Arnold Joseph, Esq.
Arnold Joseph & Associates

John P. Lavelle, Jr., Esq.
Ballard Spahr Andrews 
& Ingersoll, LLP

Tsiwen M. Law, Esq.
Law & Zaslow LLC

Yvette Long
Welfare Rights Organization

Stephen A. Madva, Esq.
Montgomery, McCracken, 
Walker & Rhoads, LLP

Thoai Nguyen
Southeast Asian Mutual
Assistance Association
Coalition, Inc. (SEAMAAC)

Louis S. Rulli
University of Pennsylvania 
Law School

Mark S. Schwartz, Esq.
Regional Housing 
Legal Services

Madeline Shikomba
Community Representative

Bernard W. Smalley, Sr., Esq.
Anapol, Schwartz, Weiss,
Cohan, Feldman & Smalley, PC

Joseph A. Sullivan, Esq.
Pepper Hamilton, LLP

Robin Blumenfeld 
Switzenbaum, Esq. 
Berger & Montague, PC

Daryl Winston, Esq.
Ross Feller Casey, LLP

Legal Management Team

Catherine C. Carr, Esq.
Executive Director
(sabbatical August 2008–
January 2009)

Deborah L. Freedman, Esq.
Interim Executive Director
(August 2008–January 2009)

Carol Horne Penn, Esq.
Deputy Director

Sharon M. Dietrich, Esq.
Employment and Public
Benefits Units

Katherine Gomez, Esq.
Family Advocacy Unit

George D. Gould, Esq.
Public Housing Unit

Beth Goodell, Esq.
Consumer/Housing Unit

Amy Hirsch, Esq.
Acting Managing Attorney,
Law Center North Central
(August 2008–January 2009)

David Francis
Finance Director

Kevin A. Peter, CFRE, CAP
Development Director

Leadership Council 

Co-chairs
Joseph A. Tate, Esq., 
Dechert LLP

Gerald A. McHugh, Jr., Esq. 
Raynes, McCarty, Binder, 
Ross, & Mundy

Members
Michael J. Boni, Esq., 
Boni and Zack LLC

Edward F. Chacker, Esq., 
Gay, Chacker & Mittin

Andrew Chirls, Esq., 
Wolf, Block, and 
Solis-Cohen LLP

Joseph J. Costello, Esq., 
Morgan, Lewis & Bockius LLP

Michael D. Epstein, Esq., 
Montgomery, McCracken, 
Walker & Rhoads LLP

Alan M. Feldman, Esq.
Feldman, Shepherd, 
Wohlgelernter & Tanner

Lawrence J. Fox, Esq., 
Drinker, Biddle & Reath LLP

Nancy J. Gellman, Esq., 
Conrad, O’Brien, 
Gellman & Rohn, PC

William T. Hangley, Esq., 
Hangley Aronchick 
Segal & Pudlin

Marilyn Heffley, Esq., 
Sunoco, Inc.

Alexander Kerr, Esq., 
McCarter and English, LLP

Roberta D. Liebenberg, Esq., 
Fine, Kaplan, & Black RPC

Leslie Anne Miller, Esq.

Barbara T. Sicalides, Esq., 
Pepper Hamilton LLP

Joseph A. Sullivan, Esq., 
Pepper Hamilton LLP

Dennis R. Suplee, Esq., 
Schnader, Harrison, 
Segal & Lewis LLP

Christopher Walters, Esq., 
Reed Smith LLP

Joanne Zack, Esq.
Boni and Zack LLC

1424 Chestnut Street, Philadelphia, PA  19102-3505  215.981.3700  www.clsphila.org.

Law Center North Central: 3638 N. Broad Street, Philadelphia, PA 19140 215.277.2400 PRINTED ON 100% RECYCLED PAPER


