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Have You Been a Victim of DOMESTIC VIOLENCE? 
 
 

Could Trying to Collect Child Support Put You or Your Children at Risk? 
  

YOU CAN CLAIM "GOOD CAUSE"NOT TO FILE FOR SUPPORT. 

 
Need help with a 
welfare problem? 
Contact: 
 
Community Legal 
Services 
North Philadelphia Law 
Center 
1410 West Erie Avenue 
Philadelphia, PA 19140 
(215) 227-2400 
 
 
Philadelphia Legal 
Assistance 
718 Arch Street, Suite 300N  
Philadelphia, PA 19106-1535   
(215) 981-3800 
 

(See back for form.) 
 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

If you get welfare benefits, the welfare office will expect you to 
file for child support. This means that they will want you to name 
the child's father and go to court against him. Usually the court 
papers give him your address. 
 
You have "good cause" not to file for support if it: (1) might put 
you or your children at risk of abuse, or (2) might make it harder 
for you to escape abuse. 

 
If filing for support could put your family at risk of domestic 
violence, fill out the form on the other side of this paper. 
 
  Fill out section 1 on the form. Also fill out section 2, 3, or 4. 

• If you have proof of the abuse, fill out section 2 or 3. 
• If you do not have proof of the abuse, fill out section 4. 
Welfare should take your word. 

 
Give the form to your welfare caseworker.  
Keep a copy and get a receipt! 
Your caseworker should excuse you from filing for support. 
 
Your caseworker should also tell Family Court that you have good 
cause so Family Court will stop trying to collect support for you. 

 
If welfare gives you a hard time, or you have problems 
getting your case stopped at Family Court, contact 
Community Legal Services. 
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