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STEP 1:  Make sure the household’s monthly income does not exceed the income guidelines below:  
TABLE 1

	Family Size
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Monthly 

Income Limit
As of 10/1/17
	$1,608
	$2,166
	$2,723
	$3,280
	$3,838
	$4,395
	$4,952
	$5,510


Exception!!  Skip Step 1 if:

EVERY member of the household is receiving TANF or SSI
                                            --or--
ANY member of the household is elderly (60 or older) or officially qualified for disability benefits
STEP 2:  To determine how much the household might receive in food stamps each month, follow the directions for Calculations #1, #2, #3, and #4 below.
Calculation #1---TO FIND ADJUSTED INCOME:

	a) Find monthly gross earned income before taxes (from any kind of job).


	
	a. ___________

	b) Find 20% of gross earned income.


	                a  x .20
	b. ___________

	c) Subtract 20% of earned income from gross income.
	a - b
	c. ___________

	d) Add together all unearned income received per month (TANF, SSI, child support, pension, SS, worker’s compensation, etc).


	____ + ____ + ____                             
	d. ___________

	e) Add all monthly unearned income to the total.


	c + d
	e. ___________

	f) Subtract $160 standard deduction for households with 1 to 3 people.  Use $170 for a household of 4, $199 for a household of 5 and $228 for a household of 6 or more.

	- _________                            
	f. ___________

	g) Subtract dependent care cost, if needed for a household member to work, look for work, or go to training.  Qualified dependents are elderly (over 60) and children.  All dependent care costs are now deductible. 
	-   _________
	g. ___________

	h) Subtract court ordered child support paid per month.


	                       -   _________
	h. ___________

	i) Find monthly medical expenses for all elderly (60 or older) 

or officially disabled household members.  Subtract $35. 

j) Subtract row i from row h.
	
h – i 

                        
	i .  ____________

j.  ____________

	TOTAL ADJUSTED INCOME:
	Calculation #1 Total:
	____________


(over)

Calculation #2---TO FIND EXCESS SHELTER COSTS:

	
	
	

	a) Determine which  Standard Utility Allowance (SUA) to use:  

· Use HSUA of $580 if:  The client pays for heating/cooling or received a LIHEAP grant since October 1.

· Use NHSUA of $299 if:  The client does not pay for heating/cooling, but pays two other utility costs, such as water, electric, or telephone.

· Use LSUA of $56 if: The client pays one utility but does not pay heating/cooling or telephone costs.
· Use telephone allowance of $33 if: The client pays a telephone bill but no other utilities.

· Use $0 if: The client does not pay utilities or telephone.

b) Find any monthly rent/mortgage.                                                                                                                           

c) Find any monthly fire insurance.

 
	

	a. _____________

b. _____________

c. _____________

	d) Find any property tax paid (in terms of amount paid per month).  

e) Add rows a through d.  


	    
	d. _____________

e.______________

	f) Enter half of Total Adjusted Income (Calculation #1).
	        Calculation #1 x .50   
	f. _____________



	g) Subtract half of Adjusted Income (f) from e.
	e– f
	g. _____________

	                  TOTAL EXCESS SHELTER COSTS: 



	                    Calculation #2 Total:
	
____________


Calculation #3---TO FIND NET INCOME
	a) Write down Calculation #1 Total


	
	a. ___________

	b) Write down Calculation #2 Total


	
	b. ___________

	c) Subtract Calculation #2 from #1
	a – b
	c. ___________

	TOTAL NET INCOME:​                           
	                       Calculation #3 Total: 
	
_____________


Calculation #4---TO DETERMINE EXPECTED MONTHLY BENEFIT
	a) Find the Maximum Monthly Benefit for the household

    size on Table 2 below and write it in line a.


	
	a. ___________

	b) Take 30% of Total Net Income (Calculation #3).  


	.30  x  Calculation #3
	b. ___________

	c) Subtract 30% of Total Net Income from the Maximum Monthly Benefit.
	a - b                                                             
	c. ___________


TABLE 2

	Household Size
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5
	6
	7
	8

	Maximum Monthly Benefit  
	$192
	$352
	$504
	$640
	$760
	$913
	$1,009
	$1,153




Medical expenses - $35





If client is homeless, total excess shelter cost is $143.





Note:  Maximum allowable excess shelter cost is $535 except in households with elderly (60 or over) or disabled. members.





Revised: 10/1/17





Estimated Monthly Benefit: ____________
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